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U. S. SENATE. 

December 8. Mr. Dayton, of New Jersey, Mr. 
Niles of Connecticut, and Mr. Chambers, of Missis- 
sippi, severally appeared in their seats. 

At 12 M.,a message from the president was re- 
ceived by the hands of his private secretary, J. K. 
Walker, Esq., which was read. (Inserted in page 
928.) 

On motion of Mr. Speight, 3,59) copies of the 
message, and 1,500 copies of the acco npanying do- 
cuments, were ordered to be printed. The senate 
then adjourned. 

DecemBer 9. Senators Green and Hannegan ap- 

ared in their seats to-day. 

The Vice President laid before the senate a report 
from the secretary of the senate, in compliance with 
the resolution of 7th August, 1846, relative to a con- 
tract entered into with Blair & Rives, for furnishing 
reports of debates of the senate. 

Report of the secretary of the treasury. ‘The Vice 
President, also laid before the senate the annual re- 

rt of the secretary of the treasury. 


On motion of Mr. Speight, 5,00) extra copies were | 


ordered to be printed. 

Several petitions were read, and sundry notices 
given of design to report bills. 

Mr. Cameron, offered a resolution directing the 
committeeon military affairs, to enquire as to the pro- 
priety of granting bounty lands to volunteers. 

December 10. Coast survey. A communication 
from the treasury department, coverinz the report of 
the superintendent of the coast survey, was laid be- 
fore the senate, and on motion of Mr Huntington, 
250 copies for the Senate, and 250 for the use of the 
survey department, were ordered to be printed. 

Numerous me norials were presented, an! several 
notices given of leave for bills. Amongst them, 

By Mr Yulee for a dry dock at Pensacola. 

By Mr. Crittenden, for an appropriation for im- 
proving the navigation of western rivers. 

Pay of the army and volunteers. Mr. 
submitted the following: 

_ Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to bring in a bill to increase, during the con- 
tinuance of the present war with Mexico, the pay of the 


Crittenden 


non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of | 


the army of the United States, including the volunteers; 
and, also, to provide for the granting certificates of me- 
rit tosuch of them as may distinguish themselves by per- 
sonal acts of extraordinary devotion or bearing in the 
; performance of their duty; and that those to whom such 
certificates are granted shal! receive in virtue thereof ad- 
ional pay, at the rate of — per month, during their 
conlinuance In service. 
_ Standing committees —Mr. Davis submitted a resolu- 
tion authorising the Vice President to appoint the stand- 
Ing committees, and asked for its immediate considera- 
tion. Adebate ensued. ‘Ihe resolution was negatived, 
ayes 18, nays 23. 
he senate resolved to ballut for the standing commit- 
lees on Monday next at | o'clock. 

Mr. Cameron’s resolution of enquiry relative to bounty 
to volunteers, &c. was adopted. 

Mr. Semple proposed a call upon the Post Master Ge- 
neral for information relative to transzitting informa- 
a to and from volunteers serving in the army in Mex 

The Senate went into Executive session, and then ad- 
jurned until Monday next. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay Dec. 9. Nine additional members 
appeared and took their seats. 

all for instructians. The resolution proposed yes- 

lerday by Mr. Davis, was first in order. A spirited 
— Was commenced thereon, in which Messrs. 
aris, Douglass, Haralson, Rhett, Schenck, Winthorp, 
olmes, and Darragh partook. ‘The house adjourned. 

HURSDAY, Dec. 10. A full attendence early this 

Morning both in the house and galleries. The debate 

wre resumed and continued until the usual hour of 
Journment, 

‘QUIRY As TO THE oBsecTs or THE MaxicaN WAR— 

THE CONQUEST AND GOVERNMENT OF MEXICAN PRO 
YINCES, &c, 


voi Davis modified his resolution so as read as 
8: 


iv 





th . : ‘ . 
tesolved, That the president of the United S:ates be 
Cqueste 


~ a communicate to this house copies of all or- 
Kearney Coections to General ‘Taylor, Gen. Wool, Gen. 
e establish ne Sloat, or Captain Stockton, touching 
Mexic,, wie. of civil government in any portions of 
os of tee Oh have or may be held by the army or 
t forms af luted States; also copies of ail instruments 
1. Sovernment, proclamations, or other papers, ! 


OL. XXI. Sie. 15. 











that may have been establisted. organized, uttered, and 
published by siid oTivers, or either of tham; als», that 
the president inform this h 132 whether he has approved 
and recognized any goveranent 8) establishet, and all 
the actings and doings of the oTicer esta lishing it re- 
lating thereto; that he furtherinfor‘n this house whether 


AD 


Meantime the public journals of the two countries 
are equally as basily occuped in penning and issuing 
the severest articles against each other that they know 
how to write on the same subject. The London Times 
for instance, has an article of wiich the following is an 
extract: 





any such government has in whole or in part, been es 
tablishe 1 within the li nits ofthe state of Texas: that the | 
president alao inforn this house whether he interls to) 
prosecute the existing war with Mevxie> for the parna- 

nent conquast and acquisition of Nev Merieo, Curia. | 
hua, New Leon, Tamaatipi3, Sin Luis Potosi, or any | 
other of the Mexican states; and for what specilic object | 
he intends to prosecute suid war; and thatthe president | 
conmunicate such parts of the infor:nation herein asked | 


“Years may roll by, and a half a century may pass, 
before another sovereign or another generatioi of prin- 
ces yet unborn azvends the throne of Spain; and it is 
bevon | the grasv of our statesmanship to embrace the 
revolutions and changes which the world mav_ have 
w tnessed before the dreams of French ambition are 
realized, and the subjection of the Spanish people achiev 
ed. But no lapse of time and no change of events can 
obliterate from the memory of this generation, or from 


closed door-. 

Messrs. Darragh, Stanton, Seddon, and Woodward, 
spoke on the resolutiion. 

At 3 o’clock, the debate was interrupted by a mo- 


agreed to, and the house adjourned until Monday. 


ANOTHER WAR BREWIN3.— VMerican privateers. 


forty commissions hive been tiken out; that four vessels 
are already prepared for the service at St. Jago, and 
others are beiir prepireld asraniliy aais practicable.— 
That the government 1s cozniziit of these facts, an 
that it is generally believe! by those who are presumed 
to be acquainted with the intentions of government, thar 
the porta of Cuba will be onenel to prizes that mav be 
captured by privateers. We are not pron? to yield to 
authenticated reports of matters of s> grave a character, 
and we would not publish this statement, if we were 
not satisfied it was founded on the best authority in the 





‘eity of New Orleans in regard to matters transpiring in 


'Cubi and Mexico” 











U.S. Sevaron.—The legislature of South Carolina 
has re-elected Mr. Calhoun to the U. States senate fur 
six years from the 4th of March next. A. P. Butler, Esq. 
was elected tu fill the vacancy in the sina body occa- 
sioned by the resignation of Mr. MeDu fie. 





— — 


FOREIGN. 
The steamer Caledonia, with Liverpool dates to 
the 18th of November, reached Boston at 7 A. M. of 
the Sth instant. Notwithstanding every precaution 
had been promised by the managers of the telegraph 
line from thence, the speculators azain succeeding 





_- ~~ 





in possessing themselves of the intelligence brought | 


by the steamer, and in cutting off communications 
by the telegraph. ‘Twelve hours elapsed before the 
arrival of the Caleconia was known at N. York! 

The Caledonia reached Liverpool on the 15th ult. 
from Boston. The ship John Bates reached Liver- 
pool on the 7th in 15§ days from Boston. 

For information as to markets, see “Business” ar- 
ticle, last page. 

FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

The ministers of both governments are laborious- 
ly occupied in carrying on their dispute about the 
Montpensier marriage. Lord Normanby has pre- 
sented to M. Guizot, Lord Palmerston’s reply to the 
French minister’s note on the original protest of the 
British government. The reply runs to the length 
of a hundred pages, and took an hour in the reading. 
[tis described by the Morning Chronicie as ‘table 
and energetic.” It enters at length into all the points 


of the question, and conciudes by insisting on the | 


necessity of the renunciation by the Infanta and her 
husband, on the part of themselves and their posteri- 
ty by this marriage, of any rights which they may 
have to the throne of Spain.” 

On the 15th ult., a cabinet council was assembled 
in Paris, at which M, Guizot read the draught of a 
reply to the last note of Lord Pal.nerston. M. Gui- 
zot’s reply is said to be couched in the most courte- 
ous terms. It concludes, however, by a positive re- 
fusal on the part of the French governinent to suffer 
the duke or dutchess of Moatpensier to make the re- 
nunciation required of them. This document was 
ananimously approved by the council, and was sub- 
mitted to the king. 

On the 15th ult. a cabinet council was held at the 
Chaieau of St. Cioud, under the presidency of the 
king, at which the reply of M. Guizot to the last 
note of Lord Palmerston, was definilively approved. 


of him ashe shall deem expedient to this house with) 
tion that the speaker appoint the standing commit- | 


tees—accoriding to the rules of the house, which was | 


The | 
New Orleans Dalta siya: “\Ve are infor ns] that about | 


the pages «f history, the indelible blot which this trans- 
_ action has attached to the good faith and good name of 
| Louis Philippe and his minis‘ers. They set but little 
_ value on the respect and esteem of the people of England, 
since they did not hesita‘e to sacrifice them to the grati- 
fication of their pique against a par icular minister of 
this country, and to the acquisition of a sullen triumph 
| and ao uncertain future in Spain.” 

| "Phe French journals are equally as rabid. The follow- 
ing is from La Presse: 

“Lord Palmerston by his conduct and by the language 
of his journals is evidently seeking to create a quarrel 
between the two nations out of a struggle for influence 
between the two governments Confounded at having 
seen the successive d'sappuvintments of all the hopes he 
had founded on a opposition in Spain or in Europe to 
the marriaze of the Duke de Montpensier, confounded 
at seeing an affair concluded in the midst of the most 
perfect order and with universal assent, waich he pro- 
mised himeelf to render impossible, his rage knows no 
bounds. His ridiculous vanity evidently prompts him 
to say, like the statesman who serves as his pendant 
with us, ‘afier we govern who can?’ He evidently re- 
cedes from no extreinity, even should it cause the uni- 
| versal confusion of Europe. 

**And if it were otherwise, the ministers who suggest 
and the oficial journalists who findite such insulting de- 
clamations as ‘The Times, Globe, and Morning Chron- 
icle circulate throughout Europe, ought to be sent to 
Bedlam. But Europe will not rush into a new era of 
wars and revolutions at the suggestion of this meddler, 
which would be the inevitable consequence of any crisis 
created by this worthy patron of revolutions in every 
country.” ; 

All this looks very much like preparing the public 
| mind in both countries for a serious issue. The union 
| of Spain to the French throne, has for centuries been 

the great bone of contention between England and 

France. Napoleon Bonaparte stumbled and ultimately 
| fell under the generalship of Wellington, by attempting ’ 
| that same union. ‘The family interests of royal houses 
are not so thoroughly identified now in [Europe with the 
| interests of the respective nations as they were when 
| Louis the fourteenth made his celebrated declaration, “I 
| am the State.” ‘The great war of his period, in which 
| England, Holland, and Germany were allied aga‘nst 
him, and in which Marlboruugh and Prince Eugene 
| won their laurels, was caused by an attempt on his part 
'similar to that which Louis Philippe has just ventured 
| upon in the face of English protestations and European 
i displeasure. ‘The darling object of Louis the fourteenth 
| was to unite in his own family the crowns of France 
,and Spain. When the throne of the latter kingdom 
| was secured to his grandson he made that exclamation 
| which France has struggled ever since to make good— 
'* There are no longer any Pyrenees!” The war, how- 
| ever, carried on with terrible energy by the allies against 
| him, resulted in the treaty of Utrecht, by which the 
French and Spanish branches of his house respectivel 
‘renounced for themselves and their descendants all 
| claims each to the succession of the other. This was in 


| 1713. 
| TURKEY. 
| BRITISH INTERFERENCE ON THE ‘TURKISH SYSTEM OF 
| Snavery—Constantinople, Oct. 20:h.—“Lord Palmer- 
ston has sent a note to the Porte, in which he demands 
| the abolition of slavery in the Ottoman empire. You 
will remember that when Lord Ponsonby was ambassa- 
dor at Constantinople. a similar measure was proposed 
| by the minister for foreign atfairs; but his lordship’s des- 
| patch, in answer, induced Lord Palmerston to abandon 
ithe project. In the present note, the question is ably 
| argued, but with more of sophistry than sound reason- 
| ing, and with a sturdy disregard for the feelings of those 
/to whom it is addressed, which we must certainly pro- 
/nounce to be imprudent. Itis argued, that there is no- 
thing in Mahomedan law which objects to such a pro- 
| ceeding; in proof of which, his lordship cites treaties 
i which have been made between the British government 
‘and the Mussulman chiefs of Arab tribes for the sup- 
| pression of slavery. It is impossible to describe the sen- 
'sation which Lord Palmerston’s note produced, not only 
at the Porte, but also, we are assured, in a higher quar- 
‘ter. It is a proceeding which strikes at one of the vital 


—— a 


Chat document was to be communicated to the Mar- | principles of the social system of the Turks.” 


i quis of Normanby. 


[Cor. London Herald. 
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‘SARMY OF THE NORTH.” 


Santa Fe, dates to October 20, are received.— 
Gen. Keaaver. on his route to California, 205 miles 
beyond Santa Fe, met with the intelligence that Col. 
Fremont already had possession of California.— 
Whereupon Gen. K. sent back all but one /bundred 
of the troops he had with him, under Major Sun- 
ner, who returns to the United States. Genera! 
Kearney abandons his wagons, and proceeds wilhout 
them, Captain (now Lieut. C.l.) Cook takes com- 
mand of the Mormon troops at Santa Fe and will 
follow the general to California. Col. Donophan 


was still detained at Santa Fe waiting for provisions | 


to enable him to proceed towards Chihuahua,—in- 
stead of having taken the latter, as we had a report 


Hicu Treason.— Mark H. Parkenson has been ar- 
rested at N. Orleans, accused of holding intercourse 
with the Mexican Government. 





RETROCESSION OF ALEXANDRIA 


gether about it—-and out of that time the prize sig 
one hour on a sand bank, where she unfortunate! 

touched on coming out, but which has done her no 
damage. This is a most magnificent brig, and said to 
be the fastest sailor in the Pacific. Lt. Rensbaw is 





Ex-President Adams recentiy addressed the follow- 
ing letter to a gentleman who had solicited his opin- 


| troceding Alexandria to Virginia: 
Quincy, Mass., Nov. 9, 1845. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of the 3d inst., I have 
no hesitation to say that I hold the Act retroceding the 
county of Alexandria to the state of Virginia as un- 
constitutional and void. How the Supreme Court of 
the U. States would consider it, I cannot undertake to 





this week by wav of Galveston. Chihuahua is 600 
miles from Santa Fe. 


Santa Fe, October 18, 1846.— General Kearney has 
gone (or rather started) to California. Whether he 
will, be able to reach there by the route he has taken, 
is @ matter of doubt and speculation amongst the 
knowing ones of the country. He has taken no more 
men than will serve as cn escort—the conquest hav- 
ing already been nade by Lieut. Col. Fremont, aided 
by the Pacific squadron. Conquests in California or 
New Mexico are a mere matter of parade—resist- 
ance being out of the question. The poor devils nei- 
ther know nor care anything about the government 
of-either the United States or Mexico, 


Our men have money—government drafts being 
uncurrent, and the disbursing officers having nothing 
else to offer. They have sentto St. Louis to have 
$100,000 in specie brought out, but it will be towards 
spring before it arrives, if it arrives at all. 


Col. Benton’s remarks about the issue of this war 
office currency were perfectly correct; and they are 
now hawked about Santa Fe at ten per cent. discount, 
and no buyers at that. Jn the mean time, the first of 


November—the time when the volunteers are to be | 


paid, according to Jaw—is rapidly approaching.— 
One hundred dollar drafts—which is the lowest de- 
nomination—are nota convenient kind of tunds for 
soldiers, even if they were at par. I happened to be 
at the office of the quartermaster to-day, and found 


his sergeant trying to buy six mules for the Mormon | oms of water; at two, we let go our starboard an- | unteers necessary, due consideration will be 
battalion, for which the Mexican asked $75 each.— chor and veered out about fifty fathoms of chain; | your patriotic ofler. 

He finally (after consulting with a trader) agreed to | counter-braced the yards and got a spring on the ca-} that the amount of fo 
take $100 each in government checks! Whether or | ble; brought the ship round so that the starboard bat- | 


not they were purchased, Iam not able to say. | 
mention these things merely to show the shortsighted 
policy of this hard-money administration. 


We look forward with gloomy anticipations to the 
future. There are not provisions enough in the 
country, iacluding all that are now here or expected, 
to last beyond the first of February. The country 
cannot furnish the deficiency, even were there funds 
to buy it. ‘Three thousand ar med men in a state of 
starvation 18 a mass not easily kept in subordination 
particularly when a large portion of them came out 


as armed emigrants to 


California—-a region which 


pone of them (save the Mormons) will see in the ser- | 


vice of the United States. If they go in the spring, 
they will goon their own hook. Mark this predic. 
tion. 

Not a word has been heard from below, and no- 
thing is known as to the movements or whereabouts 
of Gen. Wool. We have a thousand and one reports 
in cireulation—none of which are believed—except 
that Mr. Mage ffin, a trader, has been robbed below by 
the Indians. All the traders are waiting in a state of 
anxious suspense, fearing to advance, and neither 
able nor willing to return. 


The Mormons under Capt. Cook left this morning 
for California. 


[We are pleased to hear that there was an abun- 
dance of provisions for the army at Bent’s Fort, al- 
though it was with great difficulty that they cou!d be 
transported from that point to Santa Fe. ‘The bag. 
gage Wagons and teams were in a broken down and 
wretched condition. When one day out from Santa 
Fe, Lieut. Elliot was met with the advance of a trair. 
of provision wagons, and this supply would be amply 
sufficient until more could be obtained from the de- 
pot at Bent’s Fert.} 

Correspondence of the St Louis Republican. 








NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 


Sicmian Cuarce d’Arraires. Among the passcn- 
gers in the Great Western was Le Chevalier Martus- 
selli, his ™ajesty’s Charge d’Affaires fromthe King- 
dom of the two Sicilies to the U. States. 


judge, nor how they could carry it into execution 
| should they determine the act unconstitutional. The 
| constitution of the U.S., 
Stat magna nominis umbra. 
I am very respectfully, &c., 
Your obedient servant, 
Jounx Q. ApamMs. 
CAPTURE OF A MEXICAN BRIG OF WAR MALEK ADIIEL. 
U. S. Sauipe Warren, 
Anchorage off Mazatlan. Sept. 9th, 46. ‘ 
On the evening of our arrival, soon after we came 
to anchor, Mr. Bolton came cff in one cf H. B. M. 





and that if we intended to make her a prize, it was 
best notto have any communication with the shore. 
| Capt. Hull wished to have immediate communication 
| with the shore, but he could not allow a Mexican ar- 
| med vessel to slip by without taking her. At daylight 
| the next morning everybody was busy, fitting, arming, 
| and manning the boats for the purpose of cutting her 
out. The launch and first cutter were hoisted out, 

and after breakfast the guns were double shotted and 
| the small arms of all descriptions got up and ready 
‘for use. At 12 o’clock we weighed anchor and hove 
‘the maintopsail to the mast. At one, made sail and 


stood for the main harbor into three and a half fath- 


|tery bore directly upon the town. At quarter past 
' two o’olock the boats were manned, the launch com- 
| manded by Lt. Radford, the Ist Cutter by Lt. Ren- 
_shaw, and the 2d and 3d Cutters by two midshipmen. 
| At half past two the boats started for the brig, about 
a quarter of a mile distant. All was excitement; 
everything was ready at a moment’s warning to pour 
a broadside into the town in case of a shot being fir- 
ed against us. With breathless anxiety we waited 
| until the boats reached the brig, when Lt. Radford 
| boarded on one sideand Lt. Renshaw on the other. 
The poor sailors who were on board became dreadfui- 
ly frightened and fled in all directions. 

There was no opposition, but as the two anchors 
were down, it was necessary to weigh one in order to 
have an anchor to letgo in case of accident. And 
now came the exciting moment. ‘They were in or- 
der to get the anchor, obliged to haul in, within one 
hundred yards of the Mole, where there were about 
three or four hundred soldiers well armed and ofticer- 
ed. But they weighed one anchor, unshackled the 
chain of the other, and with the aid of the boats, suc- 
ceeded in getting her head pointed outwards. They 
ran a kedge out and commenced warping her; this 
they had to do abreast of a Jong beach, above which 
and projecting into the sea, was a precipice stretching 
along the beach, and on which were armed soldiers 
stationed, and the distance between them and the 
boats was but good musket-shot. In the face of all 
this did sixty-nine men (all told) cut the brig out and 
nota gun was fired, although it was supposed there 
must have been between five and six hundred men on 
the Mole and along the shore. which entirely over- 
looked the brig. if they had but seen fit to fire, they 
might have killed every soul on board. Those black 
looking teeth of the brig looked so formidable, peering 
out from her sides, and the ship had such a position, 
that the Mexicans feared to fire a shot, and quietly 
looked on and saw one oi their armed vessels cut out 
before them in plain daylight. 

We have complained tiat the Warren has always 
been too jate for every thing, but this was a gallant 
and successful achievement. 

We got the prize alongside of the Warren at 6 o’- 
clock p. m., precisely, having been four hours alto- 








ion on the constitutionality of the law of Congress re- | 


brig Frolic’s boats, and told us that the Mexican brig | 
of war “‘Maiek Adhel” was lying in the inner harber, | 


to have command of her until she arrives at Monte- 
_rey,—then she will be at the disposition of the com- 
modore, who will do wlth her as he likes. 

We took another prize this morning while I haye 
been writing this letter. She has got a full cargo, but 
what we shall do with herI know not. The weath. 
er looks very bad, and I am afraid we shall all have 
to slip our anchors; in that case we shall go over to 
| La Paz, two prizes and all. 
| Votunteers. Gov. Wright has designated the 
| Volunteers of the Ist Military division of the State of 
_N. York, to supply the requisition made by the Presi- 
dent upon that State. This exacts the Whole levy 

from the city of N. York. . 
The secretary of war makes the following reply to 
| enquiries made by Capt. Pickell, whether the services 
| of more volunteers for the Mexican war would be ac- 
cepted from the state of Maryland. 
| War Deparrment.—Washington Nov. 24, 1846 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 18th inst. 
asking whether volunteers for the Mexican war, will 
be accepted from Maryland, and in reply, have the 
honor to inform you, that it is not contemplated at 
present to call for volunteers from that State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War. 

John Pickell Esq., Balt., Md. 

In reply to an enquiry from the state of Kentucky, 
the Secretary writes. F 





War Department,—Nov. 11, 1846 
Sir: In reply to your application of the 2d instant, 
to raise a company of volunteers to be attached to the 
2d regiment of infantry from Kentucky, I have the 
honor to inform you that it is not contemplated to fill 
| up the regiments that have been reduced; but should 
the exigency of the war rendera further call for yol- 
given to 
It is proper, however, to say 
ree already in service is deemed 
suflicient for the prosecution of the war. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War. 
B. F. Purdam Esq, Stanford, Kentucky. 





j 





ARMY JOURNAL. 
GENERAL ORDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Aps’t GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 52. ; Washington, Niv. 30, 1846 
Promotions and Appointments in the Army of the 
U. States, made by the President, since the publica- 
tion of the .drmy Register, Sept., 1846. 
|]... Promorions. 
Mepicat Department. 
Assistant Surgeon John b. Porter, to be Surgeon, 
| Oct. 4, 1546, vice Wharton, deceased. 
Corps of Topographical Engineers, 





First Lieut. Joseph E. Johnston, to be Captain, 
September 21, 1846. vice Williams killed in battle. 

Second Lieut. Eliakim P. Seammon, to be First 
Lieut., September 21, 1846, vice Johnston promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Wm. B. Franklin, to be Second 
| Lieut., September 21, 1846, vice Scammon, promoted. 

Third Regiment of Artillery. 

Second Lieut. Joseph Stewart, to be First Lieut. 
Oct. 17, 1846, vice Gilham, resigned. 

Second Lieut. Richard W. Johnston, to be First 
Lieut., Oct. 27, 1546, vice Ridgeiy, deceased. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Joseph F. Farry, of the 4th Ar 
tillery, to be Second Lieut., Oct 17, 1846, vice Stew 
art, promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Louis D. Welch, to be Second 
Lieut., Oct. 27, 1846, vice Johnston, promoted. 

First Reginent of Infantry. 

First Lieut. John H. King, to be Capt., Oct. 31, 
1846, vice Jonett, promoted Major, 3d Infantry. 

Second Lieut. Benjamin H. Arthur, to be First 
Lieut., Sept. 21, 1846, vice Terrett, killed im bathe 

Second Lieut. iieophilus d’Oremieulx, to be First 
Lieut., Oct. 31, 1846, viee King, promoted. | 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Wm. L. Crittenden, of the 5th In- 
fantry, to be Second Lieut., Sept. 21, 1840, re al 
thur, promoted. 
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Brevet 2d Lieut. Charles C. Gilbert, of the Ist In- 
fantry, to be Second Lieut., Sept. 27, 1846, vice Dil- 
worth, deceased. 

Brevet 2d Lieut- Parmenus T. Turnley, of the 2d 
Infantry, to be Second Lieut., Oct. 31, 1846, vice d’O- 
remieulx, promoted. 

Second Regiment of Infantry. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. David R. Jones, to be Second 

Lieut., Nov. 23, 1846, vice Martin, resigned. 
Third Regiment of Infantry. 

Capt. Wm. R. Jouett, of the Ist Infantry, to be 
Major, Oct. 31, 1846, vice Lear, deceased. 

First Lieut. James M. Smith, to be Capt., Sept. 21, 
1846, vice Morris, killed in battle. 


Brevet 2d Lieut. Thomas J. Wood, Topographical! 
Engineers, to the 2d Dragoons, to take plaee on the 
‘Army Register at the head of the list of Brevet 2d 
Lieuts. attached to the Dragoon .4rm. 

III... Appointments in the Quartermaster’s, Com- 
missary’s, and Medical Departments, under the 5th 
section of the ‘Jct supplemental to awact entitled ‘An 
Act providing for the prosecution of the existing war be- 
tween the U. States and the Republic of Mexico, and for 
other purposes.’ Approven, June 18, 1846. 

QvuaRTERMASTER’s DeparTMeENt. 

Assistant Quartermasters with the rank of Captain. 

Hugh O’Donnell, of Ohio, Oct. 7, 1846. 

George V. Hebb, of Tennessee, Oct. 13, 1846. 





First Lieut. Wm. H. Gordon, to be Capt. Sept. 21, 
1846, vice Field, killed in battle. 

First Lieut. Daniel T. Chandler, to be Capt., Sept. | 
9], 1846, vice Barbour, killed in battle. | 
~ Second Lieut. Israe! B. Richardson, to be First 
Lieut., Sent. 21, 1846, vice Smith, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Wm. T. H. Brooks, to be First 
Lieut., Sept. 21, 1846,vice Gordon, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Andrew W. Bowman, to be First 
Lieut,, Sept. 21, 1846, vice Chandler, promoted. 

Second Lieut. George Sykes, to be First Lieut., 
Sept. 21, 1846, vice Irwin, killed in battle. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. James N. Ward, of the 6th Infan- 
try, to be Second Lieut., Sept. 21, 1846, vice Richard- 
son, promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Barnard E. Bee, to be Second 
Lieut., Sept. 21, 1846, vice Brooks, promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Wm. Rhea, ofthe 6th Infantry, 
io be Second Lieut., Sept. 2], 1846, vice Bowman, 
promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Henry B. Clitz, of the 7th Infan- 
try,to be Second Lieut., Sept. 21, 1846, vice Sykes, 
promoted, 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Wm. H. Wood, of the 7th Infan- 
try, to be Second Lieut., Sept. 21, 1846, vice Haz- 


CommissarRy’s DEPARTMENT. 


Commissary with the rank of Major. 
Frederick A. Churchill, of Ohio, Nov. 24, 1846. 
Assistant Cowmissary with the rank of Captain. 
Francis M. Dimond, of Ithode Island, Oct. 26, 1846. | 
Menicat Department. 


Ralph G. Norvell, of Indiana, Dec. 2, 1846. 





aut 


Resignations, (6.) 

Major Wm. F. Johnson, Commissary, November 
11, 1846. ' 
. Capt, Thomas J. Turpin, Assistant Commissary, 
November, 25, 1846. | e 

Capt. Thomas H. Wilkins, Assistant Quarter 
ter, Sept. 16, 1846. . . — 

Capt. William Garrard, Assistant Commiss ‘ 
vember 11, 1846. ri» - 

Capt. James M. Campbell, Assistant Commissary, 
October 26, 1846. 
| Surgeon Robert P. Hunt, October 14, 1846. 
Declined, (1.) 

Capt. William Allen, Assistant Quartermaster. 
Deaths, (1) 
Capt. Robert Mitchell, Assistant Quartermaster, at 








| Matamoros, Mexico, Octcber 7, 1846. 


V1... The officers promoted and appointed wii) 
join their proper regiments, companies and stations, 


without delay; those on detached service, or acting 


Wm. B. Washington, of Tennessee, to be Surgeon 


Oct. 29, 1846. 


1838. 
Additional Paymaster. 
Hiram Leonard, of N. York, Nov. 24, 1846. 


24, 1846. 
David W. Stone, of N. Carolina, Nov. 30, 1846. 


_—_- 


V ... casuaLties.— (Regular drmy. ) 
Resignations, (5.) 
First Lieut. William Gilham, 3d Artillery, Oct. 
17, 1846. 


22, 1846. 





litt, killed in battle. 
Fourth Regiment of Infantry. | 

Second Lieut. Henderson Ridgely, to be First | 
lieut Sept. 21, 1846, vice Hoskins, killed in battle. | 

Second Lieut. Allen H. Norton, to be first lieut., | 
Oct. 12, 1846, vice Graham, deceased. 

Second Lieut. Jenks Beaman, to be first lieut., 
Nov. 27, 1846, vice Norton, deceased. 

Brevet 22d Lieut. David A. Russell, of the Ist In- 
fautry, to be second lieut., Sept. 21, 1X46, vice Ridge- 
ly, promoted. 

Brevet 24 Lieut. Alexander P. Rodgers, to be sec- 
ond fieut., Oct. 12, 1846, vice Norton, promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Delancy F. Jones, of the 7th In- 
fantry, to be second lieut., Nov. 27, 1846, viee Bea- 
han, promotad. 

Fifth Regiment of Infantry. 
_ Capt. Joseph H. Whipple, to be Captain, to date | 
rom June 24, 1846, vice McKissack, Assistant Quar- | 
lermaster, who vacates his regimental commission. 

First Lieut. Daniel H. MePhail, to be Captain, Ju- 
ly 10,1846, vice Drane, cashiered. 

First Lieut. Joseph L. Folsum, to he first lieut., to 
tate from June 29, 1846, vice Whipple, promoted. 

Second Lieut. Mortimer Rosecrants, to be first lieut., 
July 10, 1846, vire McPhail, promoted. 

_dtevet 2d Lieut. Frederick Myers, to be second 

Rut.; Nov. 23, 1846, to fill a vacancy. 

F Lighth Regiment of infantry. 

FirstLieut. John T. Sprague, to be Captain, Sept. 
‘l, vice McKavett, killed in battle. 

Second Lieut. Charles D. Jordon, to be first lieut., 

ot. 21, 1846, vice Sprague, promoted. 

Brevet 24 Lieut. Thomas G. Pitcher, of the 5th In- 
ary, to be second lieut., Sept. 21, 1846, vice Jor- 
“0, promoted, 

11... Appornrments. 

Ro: Mepicat DeparrMenr. 

Seg Newton, of Pennsylvania; to be Assistant 

son, Oct. 30, 1846. 

Second Regiment of Infantry. 


I mn : ‘ 
Sow horn, of N. York, to be second lieut., 
6. 


nt 15, l 
Fourth Regiment of Infantry. 

latoney, Sergeant Major, to be second 
¢ Q1 

27, 18.46. 

TRANSFERS. 
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Cut, Noy. 
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- Francis J. Thomas, 2d Artillery, to 4, 
xt ches to take place on the Arny Register | 


ecor ia ° “ P c . 
5 end Lieut. Josiah H. Carlisle, 3d Artillery, to | 


Second Lieut. Norman Elting, 4th Infantry, Oct. 
23, 1846. 


Commissions vacaTep—unier the provisions of thr 7th 


section of the act of June 18, 1846, (3.) 
Capt. J. H. Prentiss, Asst. Adj’t. Gen’l.,f June 18, 
1846, Ist Artillery. 


Capt. W. M. D. McKissack, Sth Infantry,* June | 


29, 1846, Asst. Quartermaster. 


Capt. S. H. Drum, Asst. Quartermastert Aug. 18, | 


1846, 4th Artillery. 
t Siaff commission (only) vacated. 
* Regimental commission (only) vacated. 


Deartus, (17.) 


t Major W. W. Lear, 3d Infantry, at Monterey, 


Mexico, Oct. 31, 1846. 

* Brevet Major P. N. Barbour, Capt. 3d Infantry, 
at Monterey, Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

*Capt. L. N. 
Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

*Capt. W. G. Williams, Topographical Engineers, 
at Monterey, Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 


*Capt. H. McKavett, 8th Infantry, at Monterey, | 


Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 


* Capt. G. P. Field, 3d Infantry, at Monterey, Mex- | 


ico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

Brevet Capt. Randolph Ridgely, Ist Lieut. 3d Ar- 
tillery, and Assistant Adjutant Genera!, at Monterey, 
Mexico, Oct. 27, 1846. 

* First Lieut. C. Hoskins, Adjutant 4th Infantry, at 
Monterey, Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

t First Lieut. R. H. Graham, 4th Infantry, at Mon- 
terey, Mexico, Oct. 12, 1846. 


* First Lieut. D. S. Irwin, Adjutant 3d Infantry, at | 
} 


Monterey, Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

* Brevet Ist Lieut. J.S. Woods, 2d Infantry, at 
Monterey, Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

*First Lieut. J. C. Terrett, Ist Infantry, at Monte- 
rey, Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

First Lieut. Allen H. Norton, 4th Infantry, at sea, 
Nov. 27, 1846. 

* Second Lieut. R. Hazlitt, 2d Infantry, at Monte- 
rey, Mexico, Sept. 21, 1846. 

t Second Lieut. R. Dilworth, Ist Infantry, at Mon- 
terey, Mexico, Sept. 27, 1846. 


Surgeon W. L. Wharton, at Port La Vaca, Texas, 


Oct. 4, 1846. 

Surgeon Lyman Foot, at Port La Vaca, Texas, Oct. 
1846. 

* Killed in battle. 

t Died of wounds received in the attack on Monre- 
REY, September 21, 1846. 


’ 


viee of the United States.’ 


IV... Appointments in the Pay Department, un-| 
der the 25th section of the act, approved, July 5, | pointments w 


William Rich, of the District of Columbia, Nov. 


Second Lieut. John W. Martin, 2d Infantry, Noy. | 


Morris, 3d Infantry, at Monterey, | 


under special instructions, will report, by letter, to 


» | the commanding officers of their respective regiments 


| and corps. 
VII... Acceptances or non-acceptances of ap 
ill be promptly reported to the Adjutant 
General of the Army; and, in case of acceptance, the 
| birth-place of the person appointed will be §.ated. 
By orper: 


R. Jones, 


} 


Adjutant General, 
LE 
TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS, 


SECONDSESSION. 








| Monday Dec. 7th, a quorum of each House were in 
attendance at 12 m. 
| SENATE. 
| Vice President Datvas presiding, called the senate 
-toorder. The following senators answered on Tél 
| called. 
| Maine—Messrs. Evans and Fairfield 
| New Hampshire—Messrs. Atherton and Cilley 
Massachu e's—Messrs. Davis and Webster 
Vermont—Messrs. Phelps and Upham 
Connecticut—Mr. Huntington 
New York—Messrs. Dickinson and Dix 
| New Jersey—Mr. Miller 
|  Pennsylvania—Messrs. Cameron and Sturgeon 
Delaware— Mr. Thomas Clayton 
_ Muryland—Messrs. Johnson and Pearce 
| Virginia—Messrs. Archer and Pennybacker 
| North Carolina—Mr. Mangum | 
South Carolina—Mr. Calhoun 
Georgia—Mr. Colquitt 
Alabama— Messrs. Bagby and Lewis 
Mississippi—Mr. Speight 
|  Louisiana—Messrs. Barrow and Johnson 
Tennessee-—Messrs. Jarnagin and Turney 
Kentucky—Messrs. Crittenden and Morehead. 
Ohio—Messrs. Allen and Corwin 
Illincis—Messrs. Breese and Semple 
| Missouri—Messrs. Atchison and Benton 
|  rkansas—Messrs. Ashley aiid Sevier 
|  Michigan—-Messrs. Cass and Woodbridge 
| Flovida—Mesrrs. Westcott and Yulee 
| Forty three members present. The ten absentees 
were Messrs. Bright, Chalmers, John M. Claytth 
' Dayton, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Badger, Rusk 
_and Simmons,—hesides Mr. McDuffie, resigned. 
On motion of Mr- Speight, the House was inform 
ed that the Senate was ready for business. 
Ordered that the Senate meet daily at 12 m. 
On motion of Mr. Cameron, ordered. that the usu- 
‘al number of papers be supplied to each Sénator, 
| (uot to exceed three daily papers.) 
| Ou motion of Mr- Breese, ordered that a commit- 
tee be appointed on the part of the Senaté to meet 
such committee as may be appointed ‘on the part of 
the House, to wait on the President of the United 
| States and inform him that a quorum of both Houses 
had assembled, and that Congress was ready to re- 
ceive any communication he might be pleased to 
make. 
Messrs. Breese, Crittenden, and Fairfield, were ap- 
pointed on the committee, and at 1 o’clock, they re- 
ported, that the President in reply stated, that at 
'twelve next day he would make @ communication to 
| both houses. ‘The Senate adjourned, 
| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
| The Hon. J. W. Davis, speaker, took the chair and 


i 
! 
| 








| 





: VI... Casualiies in tre Staff authorized by the act of called the House to order. B. B. FRENCH Clerk, cal 
‘Artillery, to take place on the Army Rogister | June 18, 1846, for the “Volunteers called into the ser- | led over the roll, 186 members answered to their 
° ' 
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From the State of Maine—Messrs. Dunlap, Hamlin, 
Sawtelle, Scammon, Severance, and Williams. 

New Hamyshire—Messrs. Johnson, Moulton, and 
Norris. 

Massachuseits—-Messrs. Abbot, Ashmun, Grinnel, 
Hudson, King, Rockwell, Thompson, and Winthrop. 

Rhode Island—Messrs. Arnold and Cranston. 

Connecticut—Messrs. Dixon, Hubbard, Rockwell, 
Smith. 

Vermont—Messrs. Collamer, Dillingham, Foot, and 
Marsh. 

New York—Messrs. Andcrson, Benton, Campbell, 
Carroll, Collin, Culver, De Mott, Ellsworth, Good- 
year, Gordon, Grover, Holmes, Hough, Hungerford, 
Hunt, Jenkins, King, Lawreuce, Lewis, Maclay, Mil- 
ler, Mosely, Niven, Rathbun, Russel, Seaman, 
Smith, Strong, Wheaton, White, Woodruff, Wood- 
worth, and Wood. 

New Jersey—Messrs. Hampton, Runk, & Wright. 

Pennsylvania—Messrs. Black, Blanchard, Brod- 
head, Buffington, Darragh, Erdman, Garvin, C. J. 
Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, Leib, Levin, Mcllvaine, 
McClean, Pollock, Ramsey, Ritter, Stewart, Strohm, 
and Yost. 

Deleware—Mr. Houston. 

Maryland—Messrs. Chapman, Long, and Perry. 

Virginia—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Brown, Chap- 
man, Dromgoole, Hopkins, Hunter, Johnson, Pen- 
dieton, Seddon, and Treadway. 

MN. Carolina—Messrs. Barringer, Briggs, Daniel, 

Dockery, Graham, McKay, and Reid. 

8. Carolina— Messrs. Biack, Burt, Holmes, Rhett, 
Simpson, and Woodward. 

Georgia—Messis. Cobb, Haralson, Jones, King, 
Lumpkin and Stephens. 


Kentucky—Messrs. Boyd, Davis, Grider, Martin, 
McHenry, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Trumbo, & Young. 
Tennessee— Messrs. Brown, Chase, Cocke, Crozier, 
Cullom, Gentry, Johnson, Joaes, Martin, & Stanton. 
Ohio— Messrs. Binkerhoff, Cummins, Cunningham, 
Faran, Fries, Giddings, Harper, McDowell, Morris, 
Perrill, Root, Sawyer, Schenck, Starkweather, St. 
John, ‘Thurman, Tilden, Vance. and Vinton. 
Louisiana— Messrs. Morse, La Sere, Thibodeaux. 
Indiana—Messrs. Cathcart, Davis, Henley, Ken- 
nedy, McGaughey, Owen, Petit, Caleb B. Smith, T. 
Smith, and Wick. 


Mississippi— Messrs. Aderms. Roberts, Thompson. 

Illinois—Messrs. Douglass, Ficklin, Hoge, Me- 
Clernand, Smith, and Wentworth. 

Alabama—Messrs. Hillierd and Payne. 

Missouri— Messrs. Bowlin, Phelps, Relfe, & Sims. 

Michigan— Messrs. Chipman, Hunt, & McCleland. 

Texas—Mr. Pillsbury. 

Wisconsin— Mr. Martin, (Delegete.) 

Towa—Mr. Dode, ( Delegate.) 

New members, elected to supply vacancies which 
have occurred also appeared, were sworn and took 
their seats, viz: 

From the state of Massachusetts—Artemas Hall.— 


Ordered, That the house meet daily at 12 o’clock. 


cations, which were read and laid upon the table: 

J. A letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
stating that, in compliance with the joint resolution 
of congress, approved January 7, 1846, the estimates 
of appropriations required to be submitted to con- 
gress by the treasury dedartment, had been printed 
and delivered to the clerk of the house of represen- 
tatives. 

I]. A letter from the clerk of the house of repre- 
sentatives, transmitting, in obedience to a resolution 
of the house of the 4th of March, 1842, and the 
twentieth section of the act approved 26th August, 
1842, ‘legalizing and making appropriations for 
such necessary objects as have been usually includ- 
ed in the general appropriation bills, without autho- 
rity of law, and to fix and provide for certain inci- 
dental expenses of the departments and offices of the 
government, and for other purposes,” his report of 
the expenditure of the appropriation for the contin- 
gent expenses of the house of representatives for the 
year 1846. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the joint committe reported, 
that the president would make a communication to 
both houses at 12 to-morrow. The house adjourned. 
Tvuespay, Dec. § Several additional members 
appeared and took seats. After transacting some 
miscellaneous business, 

Mr. Boyd, of Ky., introduced a bill for increasing 
the pay and allowing bounty lands to non commis. 
sioned officers and privates of the army and volun- 
teers. 

Mr. Broadhead, offered a resolution for the appoint- 
ment of members of a joint committee on the li 
brary. 

Mr. Rathbun, proposed a resolution calling upon 
the secretary of the treasury to report whether any 
secret inspectors of the the customs had been ap- 
pointed, and if so, by whom, where, when, and by 
what authority, what service they have performed, 
what compensation they had or were to receive, 
&e. 

Objection was made, but was overruled. 
sulution was adopted. 

A message from the president was received by the 
hands of his private secretary, which was read. 

Mr. Broadhead, moved that the said message be 
referred to the committe of the whole on the stale 
of the Union, aad that 15,000 copies with, and 20,- 
000 copies without the accompanying documents be 
printed. 

Mr. Jacob Thompson, moved to strike out “twenty 
thousand without” from the resolution. 

On this a debate ensued. The amendment pre- 
vailed. The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Davis, of Ky., offered the following resolu- 
tion:— 

Resolved, That the president communicate to this 
house any and all orders of instruction to Gen. Tay- 
lor, Gen. Wool, Gen. Kearney, Capt. Sloat, Capt. 
Stockton, or any cther officer of the government in 


The re- 





From New York—Thomas C. Ripley, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Herrik.— 
From Alabama—James L. Cattrell, to supply the va- 
pe og aggre bs theresignation of Mr. Yancey, 
and Mr. Franklin W. Bowden, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned hy the death of Mr. McConnell. From 
Missouri— Wm. McDaniel, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Price. 

The senate, on motion, was officially apprised that 
the house was ready to proceed to business. 

Messrs. Hopkins, Winthrop, and Faran, were ap- 

inted on the partof the house to join the com- 
mittee of the senate, and inform the president that 
congress were in session and ready to receive any 
communications. 

Mr. Cobb, offered a resolution, that the members 
proceed to draw lots for choice of seats. 

Mr. 4. Johnson, moved a substiiute therefor, vary- 
ing the mode of effecting the object. 

Mr. McIlvain, moved as an amendment, that the 
seats assigned atthe last session, should ve held to 
+ has of the present. Negatived—ayes 80, nays 

After further proceedings, Mr. Cobb's resolution 
was agreed to, and the house proceeded to draw bal- 
lots {or choice of seats. 

On motion of Mr. Winthrop, it was 

Resolved, That the speaker of the house be autho- 
rized to assign aseatto the reporter of the New 
York “Tribune,” any resolution of the last session to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

On moiion of Mr. Gordon— 

Resolved, That the clerk cause to be furnished to 
the members of this house, during the present ses 
sion, such papers as they may direct; the expense 
thereof not to exceed the rate of thirty dollars per 
annum to each member from the commencement of 
thie session. 


relation to the establishment or organization of civil 
government in any portion of the territory of Mexi-. 
co which has, or might be taken possession of by the 
army or navy of the United States. Also, what 
form of government, such officers or either of them, 
may have established and organized, and whether 
the president has approved and recognized the said 
government. 

Objections were made. Mr. D. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, and asked forthe yeas and nays 
which were ordered. 

The house, without taking the vote, adjourned. 


PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


Washington, Dec. 8, 12 0’clock, M. 
FELLOW CITIZENS OF THE SENATE 
AND THE House or REPRESENTATIVES: 

In resuming your labors in the service of the peo- 
ple it isa subject of congratulation that there has 
been no period in our past history, when all the ele- 
ments of national prosperity have been so fully de- 
veloped. Since your last session no afflicting dis- 
persation has visited our country; general good 
health has prevailed; abundance has crowned the toil 
of the husbandman; and labor in all its branches is 
receiving an ample reward, while education, science, 
and the arts are rapidly enlarging the means of so- 
ciul happiness. The progress of our country in her 
career of greatness, not only in the vast extension of 
our territorial limits and the rapid increase of our 
population, but in resources and wealth, and the hap- 
py condition of our peeple, is without example in 
the history of nations. 

As the wisdom, strength, and beneficence of our 
free institutions are unfolded, every day adds fresh 
motives to contentment, and fresh incentives to pa- 
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Our devout and sincere acknowledgments are due 


The Speaker announced the following communi | to the gracious Giver of all good for the numberless 
blessings which our beloved country enjoys. 


It is a source of high satisfaction to know that 


the relations of the United States with all other 
nations, with a single exception, are of the most am. 
icable character. 
of peace, early adopted and steadily pursued by 
this government, 1 have anxiously desired to culti- 


Sincerely attached to the policy 


vate and cherish friendship and commerce with eve- 


ry foreign power. The spirit and habits of the Ame- 


rican people are favorable to the maintenance of 
such international harmony. In adhering to this 
wise policy, a preliminary and paramount duty obvi- 
ously consists in the protection of our national inter- 
ests from encroachments or sacrifice, and our na- 
tional honor from reproach. These must be main. 
tained at any hazard. They admit of no compromise 
or neglect, and must be scrupulously and constantly 
guarded. In their vigilant vindication, collision and 
conflict with foreign powers may sometimes become 
unavoidable. Such has been our scrupulous adher. 
ence to the dictates of justice, in all our foreign in. 
tercourse, that, though steadily and rapidly advane- 
ing in prosperity and power, we have given no just 
cause of complaint to any nation, and have enjoyed 
the blessings of peace for more than thirty years.— 
From a policy so sacred to humanity, and so salutary 
in its effects vpon our political system, we should 
never be induced voluntarily to depart. 

The existing war with Mexico was neither desir- 
ed nor provoked by the United States. On the cone 
trary, all honorable means were resorted to to avert 
it. After years of endurance of aggravated and un. 
redressed wrongs on our part, Mexico, in violation 
of solemn treaty stipulations, and of every principle 
of justice recognized by civilized nations, commenc- 
ed hostilities, and thus, by her own act, forced the 
war upon us. Long before the advance of our army 
to the Jeft bank of the Rio Grande, we had ample 
cause of war against Mexico; and had the United 
States resorted to this extremity, we might have ap- 
pealed to the whole civilized world for the justice 
of our cause. 


] deem it to be my duty to present to you, on the 
present occasion, a condensed review of the injuries 
we had sustained, of the causes which led to the war, 
and of its progress since its commencement. This 
is rendered the more necessary because of the mis- 
apprehensions which have to some extent prevailed 
as to its origin and true character. The war has 
been represented as unjust and utnecessary, and as 
one of aggression on our part upon a weak and in- 
jured enemy. Such erroneous views, though enter- 
tained but by few, have been widely and extensively 
circulated not only at home, but have been spread 
throughout Mexico and the whole world. A more 
effectual means could not have been devised to en- 
courage the enemy and protract the war than to ad- 
vocate and adhere to their cause, and thus give them 
‘‘aid and comfort.” 


It is a source of national pride and exultation, thal 
the great body of our people have thrown no such 
obstacles in the way of the government in prosecut 
ing the war successfully, but have shown themselves 
to be eminently patriotic, and ready to vindicate their 
country’s honor and interests at any sacrifice. The 
alacrity and promptness with which our volunteer 
forces rushed to the field at their country’s call, prove 
not only their patriotism, but their deep conviction 
that our cause is just. | 
The wrongs which we have suffered from Mexico 
almost ever since she became an independent power, 
and the patient endurance with which we have borne 
them, are without a parallel in the history of modern 
civilized nations. There is reason to believe that if 
these wrongs had been resented and resisted 10 the 
first instance, the present war might have been 
avoided. One outrage, however, permitted to ye 
with impunity, almost necessarily encouraged ye 
perpetration of another, until at last Mexico seem 
to attribute to weakness and indecision on our patt® 
forbearauce which was the offspring of magnanim'y, 
and of a sincere desire to preserve friendly relatio" 
with a sister republic. . hoatt 
Scarcely had Mexico achieved her independe” . 
which the United States were the first among the . 
tions to acknowledge, when she commenced the 
tem of insult and spoliation, which she has evel en 
pursued. Our citizens engaged in lawful poo” 
were imprisoned, their vessels seized, and ve 
insulted in her ports. If money was wante a 
lawless seizure and confiscation of our merchant 
sels and their cargoes was a ready resource, i" 
to accomplish their purposes it became ica” a8 
imprison the owners, captains, and crews, rapi 
done. Rulers superceded rulers in Mexico 10 
succession, but still there was no change i0 | Voile 
tem of depredation. The government of the 
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citizens, but these were answered by the perpetra 
tion of new outrages. Promises of redress mae by 
Mexico in the most solemn forms were postponed or 
evaded. The files and records of the department of 
state contain conclusive proofs of numerous lawless 
acts perpetrated upon the property and persons of 
our citizens by Mexico, and of wanton insults to our 
national fag. The interposition of our government 
to obtain redress was again and again invoked, un- 
der circumstances which no nation ought to disre- 
ard. 
, It was hoped that these outrages would cease, and 
that Mexico would be restrained by the laws which 
regulute the conduct of civilized nations in their in- 
tercourse with each other after the treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation of the fifth April, 1831, 
was concluded between the two republics; but this 
hope soon proved to be vain. The course of seizure 


ed to this day, but additional causes of complaint, of 
an aggravated character, have ever since been accu- 
mulating. 

Shortly after these proceedings, a special messen- 
ger was despatched to Mexico, to make a final de- 
mand for redress; and on the twentieth of July, 1837, 
the demand was made. The reply of the Mexican 
government bears date on the twenty ninth of the 
same month, and contains assurances of the “anxious 
wish’? of the Mexican government “not to delay the 
moment of that final and equitable adjustment which 
is to terminate the existing difficulties between the 
two governments,” that ‘‘nothing should be left un- 
done which may contribute to the most speedy and 
equitable determination of the subjects which have 
so ¢eriously engaged the attention of the American 
government;” that the ‘Mexican government would 
adopt, as the only guides for its condnet, the plainest 





and confiscation of the property of our citizens, the 
violation of their persons and the insults to our flag | 
pursued by Mexico previous to that time were 
scarcely suspended for even a brief period, although 
the treaty so clearly defines the rights and duties of 
the respective parties that it is impossible to misun- 


principles of public right, the sacred obligations im- 
posed by international law, and the religious faith of 
treaties;” and that “‘whatever reason and justice may 
dictate respecting each case will be done.” The assur- 
ance was further given, that the decisien of the Mex- 
ican government upon each cause of complaint, for 





derstand or mistake them. In less than seven years 
after the conclusion of that treaty our grievances 
had become s0 intolerable that, in the opinion of 
President Jackson, they should no longer be endured. 
—In his message to congress in February, 1837, he 
presented them to the consideration of that body, 
and declared that **The length of time since some of 
the injuries have been committed, the repeated and 
unavailing applications for redress, the wanton char- 
acter of some of the outrages upon the property and 
persons of our citizens, upon the olficers and flag of 
the United States, independent of recent insults to 
this government and people by the late extraordinary 
Mexican minister, would justify in the eyes of all 
nations immediate war.” lo a spirit of kindness and 
forbearance, however, he recommended reprisals as 
a milder mode of redress. He declared that war 
should not be used as a remedy “by just and gener- 
ous nations confiding in their strength for injures 
committed, if it can be honorably avoided,” and ad- 
ded, “it has occurred to me that considering the | 
present embarrassed condition of that country, we. 
should act with both wisdom and moderation, by 
giving to Mexico one more opportunity to atone for 
the past, before we take redress into our own hands. 
To avoid all misconception on the part of Mexico, 


which redress had been demanded, should be com- 
municated to the government of the United States by 
the Mexican minister at Washington. 

These solemn assurances, in answer to our de- 
mand for redress, were disregarded. By making 
them, however, Mexico obtained further delay.— 
President Van Buren, in his annual message to con- 
gress of the fifth of December, 1837, states, that ‘‘al- 
though the larger number” of our demands for re- 
dress, and “‘many of them aggravated cases of per- 
sonal wrongs, have been now for years before the 
Mexican government, and some of the causes of na- 
tional complaint, and those of the most offensive 
character, admitted of immediate, simple, and satis. 
factory replies, it is only within a few days past that | 
any specific communication in answer to our last de- 
mand, made five months ago, has been received from 
the Mexican muinister;” and that “for not one of our 
public complaints has satisfaction been given or of- 
fered; that but one of the cases of personal wrong has 
been favorably considered, and that but four cases of 
both descriptions, out of all those formally present: 
ed, and earnestly pressed, have as yet been decided 
upon by the Mexican government.” President Van 
Buren, believing that it would be vain to make any 
furiher attempt to obtain redress by the ordinary 


duties within eighteen months from that time. Four 
of the eighteen months were consumed in prelimina- 
ry discussions on frivolous and dilatory points raised 
by the Mexican commissioners; and it was not until 
the month of December, 1840, that they commenced 
the examination of the claims of our citizens upon 
Mexico. Fourteen months only remained to exam. 
ine and decide upon these numerous and complicated 
cases. In the month of February, 1842, the term of 
the commission expired, leaving many claims undis- 
posed of for want of time. The claims which were 
allowed by the board, and by the umpire authorized 
by the convention to decide in case of disagreement 
between the Mexican and American commissioners, 
amounted to two millions twenty six thousand one 
hundred and thirty nine dollars and sixty eight cents. 
There were pending before the umpire when the 
commission expired additional claims which had 
been exainined and awarded by the American com- 
missioners, and had not been allowed by the Mexi- 
can commissioners amounting to nine hundred and 
twenty eight thousand six hundred and twenty seven 
dollars and eighty eight cents, upon which he did 
not decide, alleging that his authority bad ceased 
With the termination of the joint commission. Be- 


citizens amounting to three million three buodred 
and thirty six thousand eight hundred and thirty se- 
ven dollars and five cents, which had been submitted 
to the board, and upon which they bad not time to 
decide betore their final adjournment. 

The sum of two million twenty six thousand one 
hundred and thirty nine dollars and sixty eight cents 
which had been awarded to the claimants, was a 
liquidated and ascertained debt due by Mexico, about 
which there could be no dispute, and which she was 
bound to pay according to the terms of the conven- 
tion. Soon after the final awards for this amount 
had been made, the Mexican government asked for 
a postponement of the time of making the payment 
al the time stipulated. In the spirit of forbearing 
kindness towards a sister republic, which Mexico 
has so Jong abused, the United States promptly com- 
plied with her request. A second convention was 
accordingly concluded between the two governments 
on the thirtieth of January, 1843, which upon its 
face declares, that “this new arrangement is entered 
into for the accommodation of Mexico.” By the 
terms of this convention, all the interests due on the 
awards which had been made in favor of the claim- 


sides these claims, there were others of American ~ 


ay* z 





as well as to protect our national character from re- | means within the power of the executive, communi- 
proach, this opportunity should be given with the | cated his opinion to congress, in the message refer- 
avowed design and full preparation to take immedi-| red to, in which he said, ‘On a careful and deliber- 
a'e satisfaction, if it should not be obtained on a re- | ate examination of the contents,” (of the correspon- 
petition of the demand for it. To this end I recom- | dence with the Mexican government,) ‘tand consid- 
mend that an act be passed authorizing reprisals, | ering the spirit manifested by the Mexican govern- 
and the use of the naval force of the United States, | ment, it has become my painful duty to return the 
by the executive, against Mexico, to enforce thei ia | subject as it now stands, to congress, to whom it be- 
the event of a refusal by the Mexican government to | longs, to decide upon the time, the mode, and the 
come to an amicable adjustment of the matters in | measure of redress.” Had the United States at that 
controversy between us, upon another demand there- | time adopted compulsury measures and taken re- 
of, made from on board of one of our vessels of war | dress into their own hands, all our ditficullies with 
on the coast of Mexico.” | Mexico would probably have been long since ad- 


Committees of both houses of congress, to which | Justed, and the existing war have been averted.— 


this message of this president was referred, fully | Magnanimity and moderation on our part only had 
sustained his views of the character of the wrongs | ‘®e effect to complicate these difficulties, and render 


which we had sufferred from Mexico, and recom- | 29 amicable settlement of thein the more embarrass 


ants under the convention of the eleventh of April, 





1839, was to be paid to them on the thirtieth of 
April, 1843, and “the principal of the said awards, 
and the interest accruing thereon,” was stipulated to 
‘be paid in five years, in equal instalments every 
three months.”” Notwithstanding this new conven- 
tion was entered into at the request of Mexico, and 
for the purpose of relieving her from embarrassment, 
the claimants have only received the interest due on 
the thirtieth of April, 1843, and three of the twenty 
instalments. Although the payment of the sum thus 
liquidated, and confessedly due by Mexico to our 
citizens as indemnity for acknowledged acts of out. 
rage and wrong, was secured by treaty, the obligag 
tions of which are ever held sacred by all just na- 
tions, yet Mexico has violated this solemn engage- 
ment by failing and refusing to make the payment. 





mended that another demand for redress should be |'"g- That such measures of redress under similar | The two instalments due in April and July, 1844, 


made before authorizing war or reprisals. The com. 
Mittee on foreign relations of the senate, in their re- 
port, say: “After such a demand, should prompt jus- | to by the United States cannot be doubted. 


appeal to all nations not only for the equity and mo. 


provocations, committed by any of the powerful na-| under the peculiar circumstances connected with 
| tions of Europe, would have been promptly resorted | them, have been assumed by the United States and 
The na-| 
tice be refused by the Mexican government, we may | Uonal honor, and the preservation of the national | by Mexico. 
‘ : ‘ ; ‘character throughout the world, as well as our own | just cause of complaint. ‘To provide a remedy for 


discharged to the claimants, but they are still due 
But thisis not all of which we have 


deration with which we shall have acted towards a %@!frespect and the protection due to our citizens, | the claimants whose cases were not decided by the 


Sister republic, but for the necessity which will then | Would bave rendered such a resort indispensable. | miner 
P 4 oe c. The history of no civilized nation in modern times | eleventh, 1839, it was expressly stipulated by the 


has presented within so brief a period so many | sixth article of the convention of the thirteenth of 


compel us to seek redress fur our wrongs, either by 
actual war or by reprisals. ‘The subject will then | 


be presented belore congress, at the commencement | Walton attacks upon the honor of its flag, and up-| 
of the next session, in a clear and distinct form; and on the property and persons of ils citizens, as had | 


the committee cannot doubt but that such measures | 2t that time been borne by the United States from | 
Will be immediately adopted as may be necessary to | the Mexican authorities and people. aut Mesico | 
Vindicate the honor of our country, and insure ample | was a sister republic, on the North American es | 
reparation to our injured citizens.” nent, occupying a territory contiguous to our own, | 

The committee on foreign affuirs of the house of |and was in a feeble and distracted condition; and | 
representatives made a similar recommendation. [n | these considerations, it is presumed, induced cone | 


heir report, they say that they “fully concur with | gress to forbear sull longer. | 
the president that ample cause exists for taking re-| Instead of taking redress into our own hands, a) 
dress into our own hands and believe that we should | new negotiation was entered upon with fair promises | 
be justified in the opinion of other nations for taking | on the part of Mexico, but with the real purpose, as 
Such a Step. But they are willing to try the experi- | the event has proved, of indefinitely postponing the 
Ment of another demand, made in the most solemn | reparation which we demanded, and which was so 
form, upon the justice of the Mexican government, | justly due. ‘This negotiation, after more than a 

fore any further proceedings are adopted,” | year’s delay, resulted in the convention of the elev- 
_ NO difference of opinion upon the subject is be- | enth of April, 1839, “for the adjustment of claims of 
leved to have existed in congress at that time. The/| citizens of the United States of America upon the 
€Xecutive and legislative departments concurred; and | government of the Mexican republic.” The joint 
yetsuch has been our forbearance, and desire to | board of commissioners created by this convention to 
Preserve peace with Mexico, that the wrongs of examine and decide upon these claims was not orga- 
Which we then complained, and which gave rise to | nized until the month of August, 1840, aod under the 





se solemn proceedings, not only remain unredress- | terms of the convention they were to terminate their 


joint commission under the convention of April the 


January, 1843. that ‘a new convention be entered 
into for the settiement of all claims of the govern- 
ment and citizens of the United States agaiust the 
republic of Mexico which were not finally decided 
by the late commission, which met in the city of 
Washington, and ot all claims of the government and 
citizens of Mexico against the United States.” 


In conformito with this stipulation, a third conven- 
tion was concluded and signed at the city of Mexico 
on the 20th of November, 1843, by the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the two governments, by which provision 
was made for ascertaining and paying these claims. 
in January, 1844, this convention was ratified by the 
senate of the United States with two amendments 
which were manifestly reasonable in their character. 
Upon a reference to the amendments proposed to the 
government of Mexico, the same evasions, difficul- 
ties, and delays were interposed which have so long 
marked the policy of that government towards the 
United States. Jt has not even yet decided whether 
it would or would not accede to them, although the 
subject has been repeatedly pressed upon its conside 
ration. 
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representatives elected by themselves, and thai their! importance, of which Mr. de Bocanegra complain® 
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Weces, 


; “Of treaties, by failing or refusing to carry into effect| lives, liberty, and property would be protected by | flow necessarily from that recognition. He speaks of 
: ‘Vhe sixth article of the convention of January, 1843 | constitutional guarantees similar to those which ex: | Texas as still being ‘an integra! part of the territory mr 
, “Such is the history of the wrongs which we have | isted in the republic they had left. Under a govern- | of the Mexican republic,’ but he cannot but under- a 
i ‘sufleted and patiently endured from Mexico, through | ment thus organized they continued until the year) stand that the U. States do not so regard it. The rea] i f 
4 "a long series of years. So far from affording reason- | 1835, when a military revolution broke out in the | complaint of Mexico therefore, is, in substance, nej- vie 
3 “pble satisfaction for the injuries and insults we had | city of Mexico, which entirely subverted the federal | ther more nor®less than a complaint against the re. Cait 
rme—a great aggravation of them consists in the | and state constitutions, and placed a military dictator | cognition of Texas independence. It may be thought A 
1 ‘fact, that while the United States, anxious to pre- | at the head of the government. rather late to repeat that complaint, and not quite - pe 
i serve a good understanding with Mexico, have) By asweeping decree of a congress subservient to| just to confine it to the U. States, to the exemption of 4 
‘been constantly, but vainly employed in seeking re- | the will of the dictator, the several state constitutions | England, France, and Belgium, unless the United et te 
t ‘dress for past wrongs, new outrages were constantly | were abolished, and the states themselves converted | States having been tie first to acknowledge the inde. - 
: occurring, which have continued to increase our! into mere departments of the Central Government. | pendence of Mexico herself, are to be blamed for poly 
48 causes of complaint, and to swell the amount of our! The people of Texas were unwilling to submit to| setting an example for the recognition of that of phe 
| ‘demands. While the citizens of the United States‘ this usurpation. Resistance to such tyranny became | Texas.”” And he added, that “the constitution, pub. ras U 
+ were conducting a lawful conimerce with Mexico,!a high duty. Texas was fully absolved from all al-! lic treaties and the laws oblige the president to re. Hinite 
| under the guaranty of a treaty of “amity, eommerce, | legiance to the Central Government of Mexico from) gard Texas as an independent state, and its territory iietie 
and navigation,” mary of them have suflered all the | the moment that government had abolished her state | as no part of the territory of Mexico.” Texas had in bh 
maurice which would have vesulted from open war. | constitution, and in its place substituted an arbitrary | been an independent state, with an organized govern. thorit 
This treaty instead of affurding protection to our ci- | and despotic Central Government. ment, defying the power of Mexico-to overthrow or warn 
ne tizens has been the means of inviting them into the} Such were the principal causes of the Texas re | conquer her for more than ten years before Mexico iin 
14 jorts of Mexico, that they might be, as they have | volution. The peopie of Texas at once determined | commenced the present war against the U, States,— there 
q been in numerous mstances, plundered of their pro- | upon resistance, and flew to arms. Inthe midst of | Texas had given such evidence to the world of her As ts 
a perty and deprived of their personal liberty if they ‘these important and exciling events however, they | ability to maintain her separate existence as an io. state « 
nt dgred insist on their rights. Had the unlawful | did not omit to place their liberties upon a secure, dependent nation, that she had been formally re- peas 
te seizures of American property and the violation’ and permaneut foundation. They elected members| cognized as such, not only by the United States, but treats 
oa of’ personal liberty of our cilizens, to say nothing ‘to a convention, who, in the month of March, 1836,| by several of tie principal powers of Europe. Grain 
% of the insults to our flag which have occurred in issued a formal deciaration that their “political con- These powers had entered into treaties of amity, states 
4h! the ports of Mexico, taken place on the high seas,' nexion with the Mexican nation has forever ended, | commerce, and navigation with her. They had re- Febru 
fi they would themselves long since have constituted | and that the people of Texas do now constitute a| ceived and accredited her ministers and other diplo- Snsin 
ai a state of actual war between tie two countries. FREE, SOVEREIGN, and INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC, and| matic agents al their respective courts, and they had dee ; 
In so long suffering Mexico to violate her most are fully invested with all the rights and attributes| commissioned ministers aud diplomatic agents on eo Sata 
solemn treaty obligations, plunder our citizens of} which properly belong to independent nations.”—| their part to the government of Texas. Ii Mexico, Texas 
their property, and imprison their persons, with-| They also adopted for their governmeat a liberal| notwithstanding all this, and her inabiilty to subdue Rw G 
out affording them any redress, we have failed | republican constitution. Aout the sime time Santa| or reconquer Texas, still stubbornly refused to re- applic: 
to perform one of the first and highest duties which | Anna, then the dictator of Mexico, invaded Texas| cognize her as ar independent nation, she was none rot | 
every government owes to its citizens; the conse-| with a numerous army for the purpose of subduing| the less so on that account. Mexico herself had were i 
quence has been that many of them have been re-| her people, and enforcing ubedience to his arbitrary | been recognized as an independent nation by the vor of 
duced from a state of affluence to bankruptcy. The! and despotic government. Ona the twenty-first of | United States, and by other powers, many years be- grate t 
proud name of American citizen, which ought to| April, 1836, be was met by the Texan citizen sol-| fore Spain, of which, before her revolution, she had elarati 
protect all who bear it from insult awd injury through- | diers, and on that day was achieved by them the| been a cclony, would agree to recognize her as such; : 
4 out the world, has afforded no such protection to our | memorable victory of San Jacioto, by which they | and yet Mexico was at that time, in the estimation The 
, citizens in Mexico. We had ample cause of war, conquered their independence. Considering the num | of the civilized world, and in fact, none the less an rida tr 
against Mexico jong before the breaking out of hos- | bers engaged in their respective sides, history does | independent power because Spain still claimed her claime 
. tilities. Buteven then we forbore to take redresa|not record a more brilliant achievement, Santa, asacolony. If Spain had continued until the pre- and th 
bt in our own bands, until Mexico herself became the | Anna himself was aniong the captives. sent period to assert that Mexico was one her colo- ways Cc 
med) aggressor, by invading our soi! in hostile array, and In the month of May, 1836, Santa Anna acknow-| nies in rebellion against her, this would not have and in 
ae shedding the blood of our citizens. ledged, by a treaty with Texan authorities, in the | made her so, or changed the fact of her indepencent 1836, | 
et ~ Such are the grave causes of complaint on the| most solemn form, “the full, entire and perfect in- | existence. ‘Texas, at the period of her annexation which 
mf art of the United States against Mexico—causes dependence of the republic of Texas.” It is true he| to the United Staies, bore the same relation to Mex- represe 
me} which existed long before the annexation of Texas | was then a prisoner of war, but it is equally true he | ico that Mexico had borne to Spain for many years west © 
| ee to the American union; and yet, animated by the! failed to conquer Texas, and had met with signal| before Spain acknowledged hec independence, with the nin 
1a love of peace, and a magnanimous moderation, we | defeat; that his authority had not been revoked, and| this important difference—that, before the annexa- lo detin 
ae did not adopt those measures of redress which, under | that by virtue of this treaty he obtained his persoual | tion to the United States was consummated, Mexico in whic 
| such circumstances, are the justified resort of injur- | release. By it hostilities were suspended, and the| herself, by a formal act of her government, had ace — . 
/ 4 ed nations. army which had invaded ‘Texas under his command} knowledged the independence of Texas as a nation. the said 
‘ah The annexation of Texas to the United States | returned in pursuance of this arrangement, unmolest- | I]t is true, that in the act of recognition she pro- jurisdic 
oe constituted no just eguse of offence to Mexico. The | ed, to Mexico. scribed a condition which she had no power or al: During 
a pretext that it did so 1s wholly inconsisteat, and ir- From the day that the battle of Sun Jacinto was| ‘crity to impose, that Texas should not annex her- et 
iy | reconcilable with the well authenticated facts con- fought until the present hour, Mexico has never pos- self to any other power; but this could not detract ek er 
i) 4 nected with the revolution by which ‘l’exas became ete the power to reconquer Texas in the len = in any degree from the recognition which Mexico czas 
|, ieee independent of Mexico. ‘Ihat this may be the more acai secretary of state of the Lested States ‘Ag y then made of her actual independence. Upon this ater 
i manifest, it may be proper to advert to the causes |° ich to our minister in Mexico wiitian aakh: of the | Plain statement of facts, it is absurd for Mexico to pee . 
. i‘ and to the history of the principal events of that stehth of July, 1842, “Mexico may have chosen to allege, asa pretext for commencing hostilities against rod 
Th 4 revolution. pe wr oe an! may still choose to consider Texas as the United States, that ‘Texas is still a part of her jedan 
Bat Texas constituted a portion of the ancient province having been at all times since 1835, and as still con- territory. esiadtis| 
4 of Louisiana, ceded to the Unitec States by France | tinuing, a rebellious province; but the worid has been But there are those who, conceding all this to be also pos 
ne inthe. year 1803. Inthe year 1819, the U. States, obliged to take a very different view of the matier. | true, assume the ground that the true westera boun- dd's lens 
‘ by the Florida treaty, ceded to Spain all that part of | From the time of the battle of San Jacinto, in April, | dary of Texas is the Nueces, instead of the Rio within 
if Louisiana within the present limits of Texas; and | 1836, to the present moment, Texas has exhibited | Grande; and that, therefore, in marching our army residing 
bar’ Mexico, by the revolution which separated her trom | the same external signs of national independence as| to the east bank of the Jatter river, we passed the republic 
1 Spain, and rendered her an independent nation, suc | Mexico herself, and wiih quite as much stability of Texas line, and invaded the territory of Mexico — glion ty 
uk ceeded to the rights of the mother country over this government.” A simple statement of facts, known to exist, | il Vention 
territory. Jn the year 1824, Mexico established a) Practically free and independent, acknowledged | conclusively refute such an assumption. ‘Texas, as the terry 
ny federal constitution, under which the Mexican re-| asa political sovereignty by the principal powers of | ceded to the United States by France in 1803, has Posed by 
‘ ) g public was composed of a number of sovereign states, | the world, no hostile foot finding rest within her ter- | been always claimed as exiending west to the Rio ing west 
Bit confederated together ina federal union similar to ritory for six or seven years, and Mexico herself re- | Grande or Rio Bravo. This fact is established by annexati 
Ay our own. Each of these states had its own executive, fraining for all that period from any further attempt) the authority of our most eminent statesmen ala the act « 
legislature, and judigiary, and for all, except for fe- | to re-esiablish her own authority over the territory, period when the question was as well if not better cember 
| deral purposes was as independent of the general go- | jt cannot but be surprising to find Mr. de Bocanegra, | understood than it is at present. our Unie 
veromept, and that of the other states, as is Peun- (the secretary of foreign atlairs of Mexico,) “‘eom- During Mr. Jefferson’s administration, Messrs. understo 
| sylxania or Virginia under our constitution Texas planing that for that whole period citizeas of the | Monroe and Pinckney, who had been sent on a sp into the 
ti and Coahuila united and formed one of these Mexican | United States, or its governmeat, have been favoring | cial mission to Madrid, charged, among other things, Parent f, 
F states. The state constitution which they adopted, |the rebels of Texas, and supplying them with vese; with the adjustment of boundary between the Cember, 
i and which was approved by the Mexican confede- sels, ammunition, and Money, as if the war for the| two countries, in a note addressed to the Spanis sion, the 
a racy, asserted that they were “free and indepen- | reduction of the province of Texas has been con-} minister of foreign affuirs, under date of the twenly- district j 
ah dent of the other Mexican United States, and every | stantly prosecuted by Mexico, and her success pre-| eighth of January, 1803, assert that the bouncer Ga po 
; ii other power and dominion whatsvever;” and pro-} vented by these influences froin abroad.” Inthe same| of Louisiana, as ceded to the United States “4 West of 
claimed the great preceee of human liberty, that despatch the secretary Of state affirms that ‘‘since| France, ‘are the river Perdido on the east, and | 6 Which th 
atE “the sovereignty of the state resides originally and | 1837 the United States have regarded Texas as an in-| river Bravo on the west;” and they add, that the al rep 
! essentially in the general mass of the individuals who dependent sovereignty, as much as Mexico; and that | facts and principles which justify this conclusiod of surveyor 
rs compose it.” To the government under this consti- | trade and commerce with citizens of a government | so satisfactory to our government as to mot (Se for that 
ib tution, as well as to that under the federal constitu- | at war with Mexico cannot, on that account be re-| that the United States have nota better right an ‘ Vice and 
; tion, the people of Texas owed allegiance. garded as an intercourse by which assistance and | island of New Orleans, under the cession Neath &cor din, 
) Emigrants from foreign countries, including the | succor are given to Mexican rebels. The whole cur- | red to, than they have to the whole district 0 Ale ale, and 
ai United States, were invited by the colonization laws | rent of Mr. de Bocanegra’s remarks runs in the same| tory which is above described.” Down to the “ 'S duties 
} of the state and of the federal government to settle | direction as if the independence of Texas had not| clusion of the Florida treaty, in February, 1819, °F Sid of y 
in Texas. ‘This invitstion was accepted by many | been acknowledged. Ithas been acknowledged—it| which this territory was ceded to Spain, the be Yanice | 
/ cl our citizens, in tie idl faith that in their new | was acknowledged in 1837 against the remonstrance | States asserted and maintained their territorial ee rande, 
; home they wooid be governed by laws enacted by |and protest of Mexico; and most of the acts of any| to thisextent. Inthe month of June, 1918, oUF lablishin 
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Mr. Monroe’s administration, information having{ The country west of that river now constitutes | bearing date on the seventeenth, and the latter on 


been received that a number of foreign adventurers 
jiad landed at Galveston with the avowed purpose 
of forming a settlement in that vicinity, a special 
messenger was despatched by the government of the 
United States, with instructions from the secretary 
of state to warn them to desist, should they be found 
there “or any other place north of the Rio Bravo, 
and within the territory claimed by the United 
States.” He was instructed, should they be found 
jn the country north of that river, to make known 
to them, “the surprise with which the president has 
seen possession thus taken, without authority from 
the United States, of a place within their territorial 
linits, and upon which no lawful settlement can be 
made without their sanetion.” 
to cail upon them to “avow under what national au- 
thority they profess to act,” and tu give them due 
warning ‘‘that the place is within the United States 
who will suffer no permanent settlement to be made 


there, under any authority other than their own.”— | 


As late as the eighth of July, 1842, the secretary of 
state of the United Siates, in a note addressed to 
our minister in Mexico, maintains that, by the Florida 
treaty of 1319, the territory as far west as tne Rio 
Grande was confirmed to Spain. In that note he 
states that, “hy the treaty of the twenty-second of 
February, 1819, between the United States and 
Spain, (he Sadine was adopted as the line of boun- 
dary betueen the two powers. Up to that period, 
no considerable colonization had been effected in 
Texas; but the territory between the Sabine and the 
Rio Grande being confirmed to Spain by the treaty, 
applications were made to that power for grants of 
land; and such grants or permissions of settlement, 
were in fact made by the Spanish authorities in fa- 
vor of citizens of the United States proposing to emi- 
grate to Texas in numerous families, before the de- 
claration of independence by Mexico.” 


The Texas which was ceded to Spain by the Flo- 
rida treaty of 1819, embraced all the country now 


a part of one of the congressional districts of Texas, 
and is represented in the house of representatives. 
The senators from that state were chosen by a legis- 
lature in which the country west of that river was 
represented. In view of all these facts, it is difficult 
to conceive upon what ground it can be maintained 
that, in occupying the country west of the Nueces 
with our army, with a view solely to its security and | 
defence we invaded the territory of Mexico. But it 
would have been still more difficult to justify the 


the eighteenth of December, 1845, cupies of ‘both 
of which accompanied my message to congress of 
the eleventh of May last—were received at the de- 
partnent of state. These communications rendered 
it highly probable, if not absolutely certain, that our 
minister would not be received by the government 
of General flerrera. It was also well known that 
but litte hope could be entertained of a different re- 
sult from General Paredes in case the revolutionary 
movement which he was prosecu'ing should prove 





executive, whose duty it is to see that the laws be 
faithfully executed, if in the face of all these pro-| 
ceedings, both of the congress of Texas and of the. 
United States, he had assumed the responsibility of | 


ico, or of refusing to protect and defend this territo- 
ry and its inhabitants, including Corpus Christi, as 
well as the remainder of Texas against the threaten- 
ed Mexican invasion. 





successful, as was highly probable. The partisans 
of Paredes, as our minister, in the despatch refer- 
red to, states, breathed the fiercest hostility against 
the United States, denounced the proposed neg»tia- 


He was instructed | yielding up the territory west of the Nueces to Mex- | tion as treason, and openly called upon the troops 


and the people to put down the government of Her- 
'rera by force. The reconquest of Texas, and war 
| with the United States, were openly threatened. — 
| These were the circumstances existing, when it was 


| But Mexico herself has never placed the war deemed proper tv order the army under the com- 
| which she has waged upon the ground that our army | mand of General Taylor to advance to the western 


‘ovcupied the intermediate territory between the | frontier of T. xas, aud occupy a position on or near 


Nueces and the Rio Grande. Her refuted preten-| 
sion that Texas was not in fact an independent state, | 
but a rebellious province, was obstinately persever- | 
ed in; and her avowed purpose in commencing a} 
war with the United Siates was to reconquer Texas, | 
and to restore Mexican authority over the whole | 
territory—not to the Nueces only, but to the Sa-| 
bine. In view of the proclaimed menaces of | 
Mexico to this effect, | deemed it my duty, asa | 
measure of precaution and defence, to order our | 
army to occupy a position on our frontier as a mili- 
tary post, from which our troops could best resist, 
and repel any attempted invasion which Mexico, 


might make. 
Our army had occupied a position at Corpus Chris- | 


| 


ti, west of the Nueces, as early as August, 1845, | 
without complaint from any quarter. Had the Nue- | 





claimed by the State of Texas between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande. The republic of Texas al- | 
ways claimed this river as her western boundary, | 
and in her treaty mace with Santa Anna in May, | 
1836, he recognized itas such. By the constitution | 
which Texas adopted in March, 1836, senatorial and | 
representative districts were organized extending | 
west of the Nueces. The congress of Texas, on | 
the nineteenth of December, 1836, passed “an act | 
lo detine the Woundaries of the republic of Texas,’ | 
inwhich they declared the Rio Grande from its 
mouth to its source to be their boundary, and by the | 
the said act they extended their ‘civil and politica! 
jurisdiction” over the country up to that boundary. 
During a period of more than nine years, which in- | 
lervened between the aduption of her constitution 
and her annexation as one of the states of the Union, | 
Texas asserted and exercised many acts of sove- | 
reignty and jurisdiction over the territory and inha- | 
bitants west of the Nueces. She organized and de. | 
fined the timits of counties extending to the Rio. 
Grande. She established courts of justice andex | 
tended her judicial system over the terriiory. She | 
esiadiished a custom house, and collected duties, and | 
also post offices and post roads, in it. She establish- | 
eda land office, and issued numerous grants for land, | 
| 
‘ 


within its limits A senator and a representative 
residing in it were elected to the congress of the 
republic, and served as such before the act of annex 
ation took place. In both the congress and con- 
Yention of ‘Texas, which gave their assent to/| 
the terms of annexation to the United States, pro- | 


posed by our congress, were representatives resid. | 
Nig West of the Nueces, who took part in the act of 
annexation itself. This was the Texas which, by 
the act of our congress of the twenty ninth of De- | 


ember, 1845, was admitted as one of the states of | 
our Union. That the congress of the United Siates 
understood the State of ‘Texas which they adinitted 
into the Union to extend beyond the Nueces is ap- 
Parent from the fact, that on the thirty first of De- 
tember, 1845, only two days after the act of admis- 
‘ion, they passed a law “to establish a collection 
district in the State of Texas,” by which they creat- | 
dy port of delivery at Corpus Christi, situated | 
red the Nueces, and being the same point at) 
th “ : the Texas custom house, under the laws of | 
Pe tae bad been located, and directed that a 
fon ot \o collect the revenue should be appointed | 
‘ec lal port by the president by and with the ad- 
tho consent of the senate. A surveyor was 
re : ely nominated and confirmed by tne sen- 
bide las been ever since in the performance of | 
sate ies. All these acts of the republic of Texas, | 
ere vur Congress, preceded the oiders for the ad- 
‘¢ of our army to the east bank of the Rio 


hide Subsequently congress pissed an act ‘‘es- 
lweces, © certain post routes,” extending west of the 





| squadron had been ordered to the gulf, and our aruiy 


ces been regarded as the true western boundary of | 


| Texas, that boundary had been passed by our army | 


many months before it advanced to the eastern bank | 
of the Rio Grande. ja my anuual message of De-| 
cember last | informed congress, that upon invita: | 
tion of both the congress and convention of Texas, | 
] had deemed it proper to order a strong squadron to, 
the coasts of Mexico, and to concentrate an efficient | 
military force on the western frontier of Texas, to_ 
protect and defend the inhabitants against the men- | 
weed invasion of Mexico. In that message | in-| 
formed congress that the moment the terms of an- 
nexation offered by the United States were accepted | 
by Texas, the latter became so fara part of our. 
own country as to make it our duty to afford such 
protection and defence; and that for that purpose our) 


to ‘take s position between the Nueces and the Del, 
Norte,” or Rio Grande, and “to repel apy tnvasion cf | 
the Texan territory which might be attempted by | 
the Mexican forces.” 


It was deemed proper to issue this order, because, | 


| soon after, the president ot Texas, in April, 1845, | 


had issued his proclamation convening the congress | 
of that republic, for the purpose of submittinz to| 
that body the terms of annexation proposed by the | 
United States, the government of Mexico made se- 

rious threats of invading the Texas territory. These | 
threats became more imposing as it became more! 
apparent, in the progress of the questior, that the | 
peopie of Texas would decide ip favor of accepting | 
ihe terms of annexation; and, finally, they had as- | 


| sumed such a formidable character, as induced both | 
the congress and convention of ‘Vexas to request that | 
‘a military force should be sent by the Unsed States | 


into her territory for the purpose of protecting and | 


‘defending her agaiust the threatened invasion. |i 


would have been a viviation of good faith towards | 
the people of Texas to have refused to afford the aid | 
which they desired against a threatened invasion, to | 
which they had been exposed by their free determi: | 
nation to annex themselves to our Union, in compli- | 
ance with our overture made to them by the juint 
resolution of our congress. 


Accordingly, a portion of the army was ordered | 
to advance into Texas. Corpus Christi was the po- 
sition selected by General Taylor. He encamped 
at that place in August, 1845, and the army remain- 
ed in that position uutil the eleventh of March, 1346, 
when it moved westward, and on the twenty-eighth 
of that month reached the east bank of the Rio 
Grande opposite to Matamoras. This movement 
was made in pursuance of orders from the war de 
partment, issued on the thirteenth of January, 1846. 
Befure these orders were issued, the despatch of our 
minister in Mexico, transmitting the decision of the 
council of government of Mexico, advising that he 
should not be received, and also the despatch of our | 
consul residing in the city of Mexico—the former | 





the Rio Grande. 

The apprehensions of a contemplated Mexican in- 
vasion have been since fully justified by the event.— 
The determination of Mexico to rush into hostilities 
with the United States was afterwards manifested 
from the whole tenor of the note of the Mexican 
tinister of foreign affairs to our minister, bearing 
date on the twelfth of March, 1846. Paredes had 
then revolutionized the government, and his minis- 
ter, after referring to the resolution for the annexa- 
tion of Texas, which had been adopted by our con- 
gress in March, 1845, proceeds to declare that “a 
fact such as this, or lospeak with greater exactness, 


'so notable an act of usurpation, created an impe- 


rious necessity that Mexico, for her own honor, 


‘should repel it with proper firmness and dignity.— 


The supreme government had beforehand declared 
that it would look upon such an act as a casus belli; 
and, as a consequence of this declaration, negotiation 
was by iis very nature, at an end, and war was the 
ouly recourse of the Mexican government.” 

It appears also that on the fourth of April follows 
ing, General Paredes, through his minister of war, 
issued orders to the Mexican general in command 
on the Texan frontier to “attack” our army “by 
every means which war permits.” To this General 
Paredes had been pledged to the army and people of 
Mexico during the military revolution which had 


brought him into power. On the eighteenth of April, 


1846, General Paredes addressed a letter tu the come 
mander on that frontrer, in which he stated to him 
“at the present date | suppose you at the head of that 
valiant army, either fighting already, or preparing 
for the operations of a campaign;” and “supposi 
you already on the theatre ot operations, and with all 
the furces assembled, it is indispensable that hostili- 
lies be commenced, yourself, taking the initiative 
against the enemy.” 

The movement of our army to the Rio Grande 
was made by the commanding general under posis 
live orders to abstain trom all aggressive acts to- 
wards Mexico, or Mexican citizens, and to regard 
the relations between the two ccuuntries as peaceful, 
unless Mexico should declare war, or cowmuit acts 
of hustility indicative of a war, and these orders he 
faithfully executed. Whilst occupying his positioa 
on the cast bank of the Rio Grande, within the 
limits of Texas, then recently admitted as one of the 
states of cuc Union, the commanding general of the 
Mexican forces, who, in pursuance of the orders of 
his government, bad coliected a large army on the 
opposite shore of the Rio Grande, crossed the river, 
invaded our territory, and commenced hostilities by 
attacking our forces. 

Thus, after all the injuries which we had received 
and borne fiom Mexico, and after she had insulte 
ingly rejected a minister sent to her on a mission 
ol peace, and whom ste had solemnly agreed to 
receive, she consummated her long course of out- 
rage agamst our country by commencing an offen. 
sive war and shedding the blood of our citizens on 


| our own soil. 


The United States never attempted to acquire 
Texas by conquest. On the contrary, at an early 
period, after the people of ‘Texas had achieved their 
independence, they sought to be annexed to the 
United States. Ata general election in September, 
1836, they decided with great unanimity, in fayor 
of “annexation,” and in November following, the 
congress of the republic authorized the appuintment 
of a minisier to bear their request to this guvern- 
ment. This government however, having remained 
neutral between Texas and Mexico, during the war 
between them, and cousidering it due tu the. honor 
of our country, and our fair fame among the nations 
of the earth, that we should not at this early period 
consent to annexation, nor until it should be mani- 
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fest to the whole world that the reconquest of Tex-| 
as by Mexico was impossible, refused to accede to_ 
the overtures made by Texas. On the 12th of April, 
1844, and after more than seven years had elapsed 
since Texas had established her independence, a 
treaty was concluded for the annexation of that re- 
public to the United States, which was rejected by 
the senate. Finally, on the first of March, 1845, 
congress passed a joint resolution for annexing her 
to the United States, upon certain preliminary con- 
ditions to which her assent was required. The so- 
lemnities which characterized the deliberations and 
conduct of the government and people of Texas, on 
the deeply interesting questions presented by these 
resolutions, are known to the world) ‘The congress, 
the executive, and the people of Texas, in a coven- 
tion elected for that purpose accepted with great 
unanimity the proposed terms of annexation; and thus 
consummated on her part the great act of restoring 
to our federal Union a vast territory, which had been 
ceded to Spain by the Florida treaty, more than a 
quarter of a century before. , 
After the joint resolution for the annexation of 
Texas to the Umted States had been passed by our 
congress, the Mexican minister at Washington ad- 
dressed a note to the secretary of slate, bearing date 
on the sixth of March, 1845, protesting agaist it as 
‘tan act of aggression, the most unjust which can be 
found recorded in the annals of modern history; 
namely: that of despoiling a frieudly nation, like 
Mexico, of a considerable portion of her territory ;” 
and protesting against the resolution of annexation, 
as being an act “whereby the province of ‘Texas, an 
integral portion of the Mexican territory, is agreed 
and admitted into the American Union;”’ and he an 
nounced that, as a consequence, his mission to the 
United States had terminated, and demanded his 
passports, which were granted. li was upon the 
absurd pretext, made by Mexico, herself indebted 
for her independence to a successful revolution) 
that the republic of Texas still continued to be, 
notwithstanding a]] that had passed, a province of 
Mexico, that this step was taken by the Mesican 
minister. 
Every honorable effort has been used by me to 
avoid the war which followed, but all have proved 
vain. All our attempts to preserve peace have been 
met by i: sult and resistance on the part of Mexico. 
My efforts to this end commenced in the note of the 
secretary of state of the tenth of March, 1845, in 
answer to that of the Mexican minister. Whilst 
declining to reopen a discussion which had already 


At the date of my annual message to Congress, in 
December last, no doubt was entertained but that he 
would be received by the Mexican government, and 
the hope was cherished that all cause of misunder- 
standing between the two countries would be speedi- 
ly removed. In the confident hope that such would 
be the result of his mission, |] informed congress that 
I forbore at that time to ‘recommend such ulterior 
measures of redress for the wrongs and injuries we 
had so long borne, as it would have been proper to 
make had no such negotiation been instituted.” To 
my surprise and regret, the Mexican government, 
though solemnly pledged to do so, upon the arrival of 
our minister in Mexico, refused to receive and ac- 
credit Lwn. When he reached Vera Cruz, on the 
thirtieth of November, 1845, he found that the aspect 
of affairs had undergone an unhappy change. ‘The 
government of Gen. Herrera, who was at that time 
President of the republic, was tottering to its fall.— 
General Paredes (a military leader) had manifested 
his determination to overthrow the government of 
Herrera, by a military revolution; and one of the 
principal means which he employed to effect his pur- 
pose, and render the government of Herrera odious to 
the army and people of Mexico, was by loudly con- 
demning its determination to reccive a minister of 
peace from the United States, alleging that it was 
the intention of Herrera, by a treaty with the United 
States, to dismember the territory of Mexico, by ced- 
ing away the department of Texas. ‘The government 
of Herrera is believed to have been well disposed to 
a pacific adjustment of existing difficulties; but pro- 
bably alarmed for its own securily, ard in order to 
ward off the danger of the revolution led by Paredes, 
violated its solemn agreement, and refused to receive 
or accredit our minister; and this, although informed 
that he had been invested with full power to adjust 
all questions in dispute between the two govern- 
ments. Among the frivolous pretexts for this refu- 
sal, the principal one was, that our minister had not 
gone upon a special mission, confined to the question 
of Texas alone, leaving all the outrages on our flag 
and our citizens unredressed. ‘The Mexican govern- 
ment well knew that both our national honor and the 
protection due to our citizens imperatively required 
that the two questions of boundary and indemnity 
should be treated of together, as naturally and inse- 
parably blended, and they ought to have seen that 
this course was best calculated to enable the United 
States to extend to them the most liberal justice.— 
On the thirtieth of December, 1845, General Herre- 
ra resigned the presidency, and yielded up the govern- 





been exhausted, and ; roving again what was known 
to the whole world, that Texas had long since achiev- 
ed her independence, the secretary of state express- 
ed the regret of this government that Mexico should 
have taken offence at the resolution of annexation 
passed by congress, and gave assurance that our 
**most strenuous eflorts shail be devoted to the ami- 
cable adjustment of every cause of complaint between 
the two governments, and to the cultivation of the 
kindest and most friendly relations between the sister 
republics.” 

That I have acted in the spirit of this assurance, 
will appear from the events which have since oe- 
curred. Notwithstanding Mexico had abruptly ter- 
minated all diplomatic intercourse with the United 
States, and ought, therefore to have been the first 
to ask for its resumption, yet, waiving all ceremony, 
lembraced the earliest favorable opportunity “to 
ascertain from the Mexican government whether 
they would receive ap euvey from the United States 
instructed with full power to adjust all the questions 
in dispute between the two governments.”’ Ju Sep. 
tember, 1845, I believed the proj iticus moment for 
such an overture had arrived. 
thusiastic aud almost unanimous will of her people 
had sronounced in favor of annexstion. Mexico 
herself had agreed to acknowledge the inde pen- 
dence of Texas, subject toa condition, it is true, 


which she had no right to impose and no power to | 


enforce. The last lingering hope of Mexico, if she 


s\ill could have retained any, that Texas would ever | 


again become one of her provinces, must have been 
abandoned. 

The consul of the United States at the city of 
Mexico was, therefore, instructed by the Secretary 
of State on the fifteenth of September, 1845, to make 
enquiry of the Mexican government. The erquiry 
was made, anc on the fifteenth of October, 1845, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Mexican govern- 
ment, in a note addressed to our consul, gave a favor- 
able response, requesting, at the same time, that our 
naval force might be withdrawn from Vera Cruz 
‘while negotiations should be pending. Upon the re- 
ceipt of this note, our naval forces were promptly 
withdrawn from Vera Cruz. A minister was imme- 
diiately appointed, and departed to Mexico. Every 
b ng bere « promising aspect fora speedy and peace- 
fil adjnetment of our cifiecuttics, 


Texas, by the en- | 


ment to Gen. Paredes without a struggle. Thus a 
| revolution was accomplished solely by the army com- 
| manded by Paredes, and the supreme power in Mex- 
| ico passed into the hands of a military usurper, who 
| was known to be bitterly hostile to the United 
| States. 
| Although the prospect of a pacific adjustment with 
‘the new government was unpromising, from the 
| known hostility of its head to the United States, yet, 
| determined that nothing should be Jeft undone on our 
| part to restore friendly relations between the two 
| countries, Our minister was instructed to present his 
| credentials to the new government, and ask to be ac- 
| credited by it in the diplomatic character in which 
‘he had been commissioned. These instructions he 
‘executed by his note of first March, 1846, addressed 
'to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs, but his 
| request was insultingly refused by that minister in 
(his answer of the twelfth of the same month. No 
| allernstive remained for our minister but to demand 
| his passports, and return to the United States. 
| Thus was the extraordinary spectacle presented to 
the civilized world, of a government, in violation of 
iis own express agreement, having twice rejected a 
/minister of peace, invested with full powers to adjust 
i ali the existing differences between the two countries 
/in a manner just and honorable to both. I am not 
|} aware that modern history presents a parallel case, 
in which, io time of peace, one nation has refused 
| even to hear propositions from another for terminat- 
ing existing difficulties between them. 
| Secarcely a hope of adjusting our difficulties, even 
| ata remote day, or of preserving peace with Mexi- 
| co, could Le cherished while Paredes remained at the 
head of the government. He had acquired the su- 
| preme power of a military revolution, and upon the 
most solemn pledge to wage war against the United 
States, and to reconquer Texas, which he claimed as 
a revolted province of Mexico. He denounced as 
guilty of treason all those Mexicans who considered 
‘Texas as no longer constituting a part of the territo- 
ry of Mexico, and who were friendly to the cause of 
peace. The duration of the war which he waged 
against the United States was indefinite, because the 
end which he proposed, of the reconquest of Texas, 
was hopeless. Besides, there was good reason to be- 
lieve, from all his conduct, that it was his intention 
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and to call a foreign European prince to the throne after’ 
Preparatory to this end, he had, during his short rule. seen | 
cestroyed the liberty of the press, tolerating that vorab 
portion of it only which openly advocated the estab. cultie 
lishment ofa monarchy. The better to secure the vere 
success of his ultimate designs, he had, by an arbj. Pared 
trary decree, convoked a congress—not to be electeg recon 
by the free voice of the people, but to be chosen jn maine 
a manner to make them subservient to his wil) fic ad} 
and to give him absolute control over their delibe. Upc 
rations. agains 
Under all these circumstances, it was believed that nation 
any revolution in Mexico, founded upon opposition pondec 
to the ambitious projects of Paredes, would tend to the act 
promote the cause of peace as well as to prevent an fact th 
attempted European interference in the affairs of the the Un 
North American continent—both objects of deep ip. means 
terest to the United States. Any such foreign inter. involve 
ference, if attempted, must have been resisted by the for the 
United States. My views upon that subject were dently 
fully communicated to congress in my last annua)! secule 
message. In any event, it was certain that no change ports of 
whatever in the government of Mexico which would been pl 
deprive Paredes of power could be for the worse ed at se 
so far as the United States were concerned, while jt the dep 
was highly probable that any change must be for the you mo 
better. emerge 
This was the state ofaffairs existing when congress of the ¢ 
on the thirteenth of May last, recognised the existence plished. 
of the war which had been commenced by the goy. The v 
erpment of Paredes; and it became an object of their du 
much importance, with a view to a speedy settle. distingui 
ment of our difficulties and the restoration of an ho. Palo Alt 
norable peace, that Paredes should not retain power won age 
in Mexico. most dec 
Before that time there were symptoms of a revoly. of the e 
tion in Mexico, favored, as it was understood to be, entitle on 
by the more liberal party, and especially by those thanks o 
who were opposed to foreign interference and to the loss of th 
monarchical form of government. Santa Anna was fallen wh 
then in exile in Havana, having been expelled from rights au 
power and banished from his country by a revolution It isa: 
which occurred in December, 1844; but it was known lunteer c; 
that he had still a considerable party in his favor jn to their « 
Mexico. It was also equally well known that no discipline 
vigilance which could be exerted by our squadron their part 
would, in all probability, have prevented him from a constant 
effecting a landing somewhere on the extensive gulf troops, at 
coast of Mexico, if he desired to return to his coun- privations 
try. He had openly professed an entire change of country, a 
policy; had expressed his regret that he had subvert. without a 
ed the federal! constitution of 1824, and avowed that vince of N 
he was now in favor of its restoration. been captu 
He had publicly declared his hostility, in the strong. operated ¥ 
est terms, to the establishment of a monarchy, and to vices: if no 
European interference in the affairs of his country.— ho foree to 
Information to this effect had been received from cause of th 
sources believed to be reliable, at the date of the re- lhe difficull 
cognition of the existence of the war by Congress, Our squad: 
and was afterwards fully confirmed by the receipt of a gallant of 
the despatch of our consul in the city of Mexico, lily collect 
with the accompanying documents, which are here- loodless px 
with transmitted. Besides, it was reasonable tosup- Mi ticay flac hy, 
pose that he must see the ruinous consequences to that proving 
Mexico of a war with the United States, and that it congrat 
would be his interest to favor peace. attended ou 
It was under these circumstances and upon thest BiMthan seven , 
considerations that it was deemed expedient not lo Biles, ata tin 


obstruct his return to Mexico, should he attempt to 
do so. Our object was the restoration of peace, and 
with that view, no reason was perceived why we 


PSsession of 
and pursued 
Ty possessj 


should take part with Paredes, and aid him, by meat BiMexico, Ne, 
of our blockade, in preventing the return of bis rival dlifornias, | 
to Mexico. On the contrary, it was believed thatthe Biibraceg j,, the 
intestine divisions which ordinary sagacity could not bhabited b 
but anticipate as the fruit of Santa Anna’s return 10 MO it more tp 
Mexico and his contest with Paredes might strongly ich we hag 
tend to produce a disposition with both parties 0 Baur moyeme, 
restore and preserve peace with the United Stale’ BiiPtport trage 
Paredes was a soldier by profession, and a monarch: ‘ell may 
ist in principle. He had but recently before beet Biipiergy 5,4 zB: 
successful in a military revolution, by which he b8 ers and go} 
obtained power. He was the sworn enemy of the OM a prati 
United States, with which he had involved his COU” BAMMY emerseng 
try in the existing war. Santa Anna had been e® ber honor 

pelled from power by the army—was known lo be 0 BE Clive force, 
open hostility to Paredes, and publicly pledged bit MaMWsh the @0 
self against foreign intervention and the restorallo? BAM Vations of | 
of monarchy in Mexico. In view of these facts 4" ay be for th 
circumstances it was, that, when orders were 1ssue ical, as th 
to the commander of our naval forces in the Gulf on “eSsity of en 
the 13th day of May last, the day on which the &* BMP peace, and 


istence of the war was recognized by congres® . 
place the coasts of Mexico under blockade, he “i 
directed not to obstruct the passage of Santa Anna 
Mexico, should he altempttoretura. 

A revolution took place in Mexico in th He 
part of August following, by which the power ' . 
redes was overthrown, and he has since been 


Ulutio 
em, nS, an 


e earl! 








to convert the republic of Mexico into a monarchy, 


. ° . : rtly 
ished from the country, and is now in exile. Sho! 






en A —— == 
is 


afterwards, Sant 


en 


a Anna returned. It remains to be 


irone, seen whether his return may not yet prove to be fa- 
rule, yorable to a pacific adjustment of the existing diffi- 
baat culties, it being manifestly his interest not to perse- 
estab- yere in the prosecution of a war commenced by 
R.the Paredes, to accomplish a purpose so absurd as the 
b SFO reconquest of Texas to the Sabine. Had Paredes re- 
lected mained in power, it is morally certain that any paci- 
sen in fic adjustment would have been hopeless. 
s will, Upon the commencement of hostilities by Mexico 
delibe- against the United States, the indignant spirit of the 
ed that nation was at once aroused. Congress prompily res- 
bie onded to the expectations of the country, and, by 
pee the act of the thirteenth of May last, recognised the 
ae .s fact that war existed, by the act of Mexico, between 
yt the United States and that republic, and granted the 
ns " if means necessary for its rigorous prosecution. Being 
ney al involved in a war thus commenced by Mexico, and 
'd by the for the justice of which on our part we may confi- 
et dently appeal to the whole world, I] resolved to pro- 
yer secule it with the utmost vigor. Accordingly, the 
> change ports of Mexico on the Guif and on the Pacific have 
oh Ate been placed under blockade, and her territory invad- 
@ wore ed at several important points. The reports from 
while it the departments of War and the Navy will inform 
i Bae the you more in detail of the measures adopted in the | 
be emergency in which our country was placed, and | 
congress, of the gratifying results which have been accom. | 
existence plished. 
the gov- The various columns of the army have performed 
object of their duty under great disadvantages, with the most 
dy settle. distinguished skill and courage. The victories of 
: of an ho- Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, and of Monterey, 
ain power won against greatly superior numbers, and against 
most decided advantages in other respects on the part 
Pe revele- of the enemy, were brilliant in their execution, and 
ied to be entitle our brave officers and soldiers to the grateful 
as ew thane thanks of their country. The nation deplores the 
y 4 to the loss of the brave officers and men who have gallantly 
yeti besa fallen while vindicating and defending their country’s 


velled from rights aud honor. 


. revolution 

was known 

is favor in 

wn that no 
ur squadron 
d him from 
tensive gulf 
to his coun- 
e change olf 
had subvert- 
avowed that 


troops, and worthy the highest admiration. 


country, and through a wilderness, have been borne 
without a murmur. By rapid movements the pro- 
vince of New Mexico with Santa Fe, its capital, nas 
been captured without bloodshed. The navy has co- 
operated with the army and rendered important ser- 


in the strong: ! Fry: rr. 
int 5 vices: if not so brilliant, it is because the enemy had 


archy, and to 
is country.— 
ceived from 
ate of the re- 
by Congress, 
the receipt of 
y of Mexico, 
hich are here 
onable to sup- 
nsequences 10 
es, and that It 


cause of the defences which nature has interposed in 
the difficulties of the navigation of the Mexican coast. 
Our squadron in the Pacific, with the co-operation of 
agallant officer of the army, and a small force has- 
lily collected in that distant country, have acquired 
bloodless possession of the Californias, and the Ame- 






















that province. 
congratulate you on the success which has thus 
aitended our military and naval operations. In less 
than seven months after Mexico commenced hostili- 
lies, ata time selected by herself, we have taken 
possession of many of her principal ports, driven back 
nd pursued her invading army, and acquired a mili- 
lary possession of the Mexican provinces of New 
Mexico, New Leon, Coahuila, Tamaulipas, and the 
| dlifornias, a territury larger in extent than that em- 


ind upon these 
pedient not to 
he attempt 10 
1 of peace, al 
pived why We 
him, by meant 
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-olved his cout 
a had been &* 
5 known wie r 
edged iw 
ye ventoration 
these facts 2" 
ers were jasue 


hich we had to collect our forces and commence 
urmovements. By the blockade, the import and 
tport trade of the enemy has been cut off. 

ell may the American people be proud of the 
nergy and gallantry of our regular and volunteer of- 
fers and soldiers. The events of these few months 
Ord a gratifying proof that our country can, under 
J emergency, conlidently rely for the maintenance 
ber honor, and the defence of her rights, on an ef- 
tive force, ready at all times voluntarily to relin- 
‘sh the comforis of home for the periis and the 
Nations of the camp. And though such a force 
) be for the time expensive, it is in the end eco- 
“tleal, as the ability to command it removes the 


ho force to meet them on their own element, and be- | 


j 


| 


rican flag has been raised at every important point in | Mg the administration of President Jefferson. 





braced in the original thirteen states of the Union, | facilitate negotiations, and asa means to enable 
bhabited by aconsiderable population, and much | the Presicent to accomplish the important objects in 
itmore than a thousand miles from the points at| View. 
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rection, on the twenty-seventh of July last, to termi- | 
nate hostilities by a peace just and honorable to both 
countries. On the thirty first of August following, 
the Mexican government declined to accept this 
friendly overture, but referred it to the decision ofa 
Mexican congress, to be assembled in the early part 
of the present month. 1 communicate to you, here- 
with, a copy of the letter of the Secretary of State, 
proposing to reopen negotiations, of the answer of the 
Mexican government, and of the reply thereto of the 
Secretary of State. 

The war will continue to be prosecuted with vigor, 
as the best means of securing peace. It is hoped that 
the decision of the Mexican Congress, to which our 
last overture has been referred, may result in a spee- 
dy and honorable peace. With our experience, 
however, of the unreasonable course of the Mexican 
authorities, it is the part of wisdom not to relax in 


is made known. {n this view, it is deemed import- 
ant to hold military possession of all the provinces 
which have been taken, until a definite treaty of 
peace shall have been concluded and ratified by the 
two countries. 

The war has not been waged with a view to con- 
quest, but having been commenced by Mexico, it has 
been carried into the enemy’s country, and will be 
vigorously prosecuted there, with a view to obtain an 
honourable peace, and thereby secure ample indem- 
nity for the expenses of the war, as well as to our 
much injured citizens who hold large pecuniary de- 
mands against Mexico. 





peace, or he shall voluntarily withdraw fromit. The 
old civil government being necessarily superseded, it 
is the right and duty of the conqueror to secure his 
conquest, and provide for the maintenance of civil 
order and the rights of the inhabitants. This right 
| has been exercised and this duty performed by our 





It is a subject of pride and satisfaction that our vo- | military and naval commanders, by the establish- 
lunteer citizen soldiers, who so promptly responded | ment of temporary governments in some of the con- ment of pirates. und on 
to their country’s call, with an experience of the | quered ot hy wap / dione te arpa. them as far | en MAEST CNP ant 
discipline of a camp of only a few weeks, have borne | 48 practicable to the free institutions of our country, | q a 
their part in the hard fought battle of Monterey, with | In the provinces of New Mexico and of the Califor- | rae me ° —_ device to de 
aconstancy and courage equal to that of veteran | nias, little, if any further resistance is apprehended | °! 2 Solemn treaty. 

The | from the inhabitants of the temporary governments 
privations of long marches through the enemy’s | which have thus, from the necessity of the case, and 


according to the laws of war been established. It | 
may be proper to provide for the security of these | 
important conquests by making an adequate appropri- 
ation for the purpose of erecting fortifications and 
defraying the expenses necessarily incident to the 
maintenance of our possession and authority over | 
them. 

Near the close of your Jast session, for reasons 
communicated to congress, | deemed it important, as 
a measure for securing a speedy peace with Mexico, 
that a sum of money should be appropriated and 
placed in the power of the Executive, similar to that 
which had been made upon two former occasions dur- 


On the twerty-sixth of February, 1803, an appro- 
priation of two millions of dollars was made, and 
placed at the disposal of the President. Its object 
is well known. [t was at that time in contemplation 
to acquire Louisiana from France, and it was intend- 
ed to be applied as a part of the consideration which 
might be puid for that territory. Qn the thirteenth 
of February, 1806, the same sum was in like manner 
appropriated, with a view to the purchase of the Flo- 
ridas from Spain. ‘These appropriations were made 





Though it did not become necessary for the | 
President to use these appropriations, yet a state of 
things might have arisen in which it would have been | 
highly important for him to do so, and the wisdom of 
making them cannot be doubled. It is believed that 
the measure recommended at your last session met 
with the approbation of decided majorities in both 
houses of Congress. Indeed, in different forms a bill 
making an appropriation of two millions of dollars 
passed each house, and it is much to be regretted 
that it did not become a law. The reasons which 
induced me to recommend the measure at that time 
still exist; and 1 again submit the subject for your 
consideration, and suggest the importance of early 
action upon it. Should the appropriation be made, 
and be not needed, it will remain in the treasury: 
should it be deemed proper to apply it in whole or in 
part, it will be accounted for as other public expen- 
ditures. 

Immediately after congress had recognized the ex- 
istence of the war with Mexico, my altention was di- 
rected to the danger that privateers might be fitted 
out in the ports of Cuba and Porto Rico to prey upon 
the commerce of the United States; and 1 invited the 





s in the Gull “essily of employing a large standing army in time 
n which the ene, and proves that onr people love their 
by congrats options, and are ever ready to defend and protect 

ckade, # . 
of Santa Anna Waite the war was ina course of vigorous and 
2 ly Nt prosecution, being still anxious to arrest 
ico in the €@ “ ~ ‘and considering that, after brilliant victo- 
he power ° Na ae arms on the eighth and ninth of May last, 
ince been”. oe honor could not not be compromitted by 
n exile. Shots her overture was made to Mexico, by my di- 





special attention of the Spanish government to the 


the energy of our military operations until the result | 


By the laws of nations a conquered territory issub- | * — 
ject to be governed by the conqueror during his mili. | tion to all the freebooters on earth, who are willing 
tary possession, and until there is either a trealy of 
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fourteenth article of cur treaty with that power of 
the twentieth of October, 1795, under which the 
cilizens and subjects of either nation who shall take 
commissions or letters of marque to act as privateers 
against the other ‘shall be punished as pirates.” 

{t affords me pleasure to inform you that I have 
received assurances from the Spanish government 
that this article of the treaty shall be faithfully ob- 
served on ils part. Orders for this purpose were 
immediately transmitted from that government to the 
authorities of Cuba and Porto Rico to exert their ut- 
most vigilance in preventing any attempts to fit out 
privateers in those islands against the United States. 
From the good faith of Spain I am fully satisfied that 
this treaty will be executed in its spirit as weil as its 
letter; whilst the United States will, on their part, 
faithfully perform all the obligations which it im- 
| poses on them. Information has been recently re- 

ceived at the Department of State that the Mexican 
government has sent to Havana blank commissions to 
privateers, and blank certificates of naturalization 
signed by General Salas, the present head of the 
Mexican government. There is, also, reason to ap- 
prehend that similar documents have becn transmit- 
led to other parts of the world. Copies of these pa- 
pers, in translation, are herewith transmitted. 

As the preliminaries required by the practice of 
civilized nations for commissioning privateers and 
regulating their conduct appear not to have been ob- 
served, and as these commissions are in blank, to be 
filled up with the names of citizens and subjects of 
all nations who may be willing to purchase them, the 
whole proceeding can only be construed as an invita- 











to pay for the privilege, to cruise against American 
commerce. It will be for our courts of justice to 
decide whether, under such circumstances, these 
Mexican letters of marque and reprisal shall protect 
those who accept them, and commit robberies upon 
the high seas under their authority, from the pains 
and penalties of piracy. If the certificate of natura- 
lization thus granted be intended by Mexico to 
shield Spanish subjects from the guilt and punish- 
y with Spain, they 
Such a subterfuge 
feat the provisions 





will certainly prove unavailing. 


I recommend that congress should immediately 
provide by Jaw for the trial and punishment as pi- 
rates of Spanish subjects who, escaping the vigilance 
of their government, shall be found guilty of priva- 
leering against the United States. [ do not appre- 
hend serious danger from these privateers. Our navy 
will be constantly on the alert to protect our com- 
merce. Besides, in case prizes should be made of 
American vessels, the utmost vigilance will be ex- 
erted by our blockading squadron to prevent the cap- 
tors from taking them into Mexican ports, and it is 
not apprehended that any nation will violate its neu- 
trality by suffering such prizes to be condemned and 
sold within its jurisdiction. 

[ recommend that congress should immediately 
provide by law for granting letters of marque and 
reprisal against the Mexican flag. It is true that 
there are but few, if any, commercial vessels of 
Mexico upon the high seas; and it is therefore not 
probable that many American privateers would be 
fitted out, in case a law should pass authorising this 
mode of warfare. It is, notwithstanding, certain 
that such privateers may render good service to the 
commercial interes: of the country, by recapturing 
our merchant ships, should any be taken by armed 
vessels under the Mexican flag, as well by capturing 
these vessels themselves. Every means within our 
power should be rendercd available for the protec- 
tion of our commerce. 

The annual report of the secretary of the treasury 
will exhibit a detailed statement of the condition of 
the finances. The imports for the fiscal year ending 
on the 30th of June last were of the value of $121,- 
691,797; of which the amount exported was $11,- 
346,623; leaving the amount retained in the country 
for domestic consumption $110,345,174. 

The value of the export for the same period was 
$113,488,516; of which $102,141,893 consisted of 
domestic productions, and $11,346,623 of foreign 
articles. 

The receipts into the treasury for the same year 
were twenty nine million four hundred and ninety 
nine thousand two hundred aud forty seven dollars 
and six cents, of which there was derived from cus- 
toms twenty six million seven bundred and twelve 
thousand six hundred and sixty-seven dollars and 
eighty seven cents, from sales of public lands two 
million six hundred and nmety four thousand four 
hundred and fifty two dollars and forty eight cents; 
and from incidental and miscellaneous sources ninety 
two thousand one hundred and twenty six dollars and 
seventy one cents. The expenditures for the same 
period were twenty eight million thirty one thousand 
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one hundred and fourteen dollars and twenty cents, | vernment owe to the people. This duty becomes the 
and the balance in the treasury on the first day of} more imperative in the period of war, when large 
July last, was nine million one hundred .and twenty | and extraordinary expenditure becomes unavoidable. 
six thousand four hundred and thirty nine dollars and | During the existence of the war with Mexicoall our 
eight cents. resources should be husbanded,and no appropriations 
The amount of the public debt, including treasury | made except such as are absolutely necessary for tts 
notes, on the first of the present month, was twenty- | vigorous prosecution and the due administration of 
four million two hundred and fifty six thousand four | the government. Objects of appropriation which in 
hundred ad ninety four dollars sixty cents; of | peace may be deemed useful and proper, but which 
which the sum of seventeen million seven hundred | are not indispensable to the public service, may, 
and eighty eight thousand seven hundred and ninetv-| when the country is engazed in a foreign war, be 
nine dollars and sixty two cents was outstanding on | well postponed to a future period. By the observ- 
the fourth of March, 1845, leaving the amount in-| ance of this policy at your present session, large 
curred since that time six mulion four hundred and | amounts may he saved to the treasury and be appli- 
sixty seven thousand, six hundred and ninety four | ed to objects of pressing and urgent necessity, and 
dollars and ninety eight cents. thus the creation of a corresponding amount of pub- 
In order to prosecute the war with Mexico with | lic debt may be avoided. 
vigor and energy, as the best means of bringing itto| Jt is not meant to recommend that the ordinary 
a speedy and honorable termimation, a further loan | and necessary appropriations for the support of go- 
will be necessary, to meet the expenditurers for the | vernment should be withheld, but itis well known 
present and the next fiscal years. If the war should | that at every session of congress appropriations are 
be continued until the 30th of June, 1848—being the! proposed for numerous objects, which may or may 
end of the next fiscal year—it is estimated that an | not be made, without materially affecting the public 
additional loan of $23 000,000 will be required. This | interests, and these it is recommended should not be 
estimate is made upon the assumption that it will be granted. 
necessary to retain constantly in the treasury four! The act passed at your last session “redacing the 
millions of dollars, to guard against contingencies.— | duties on imports,” not having gone into operation 
If such surplus were not required to be retained,) until the first of the present month, there has not 
then a loan of nineteen miliion of dollars would be been time for its practical effect upon the revenue, 
sufficient. If, however, congress should, at the pre-| and the business of the country to be developed. It 
sent session, impose a revenue duty on the principal | is not doubted, however, that the just policy which 
articles now embraced in the free list, 11 is estimated | it adopts will add largely to our fireign trade, and 
that an additional annual revenue of about two mil-| promote the general prosperity. Although it cannot 
lions and a half, amounting, it ts estimated, on the | be certainly fore-een what amount of revenue it will 
30th of June, 1848, to four millions of dollars, would | yield, it is estimated that it will exceed that produe- 
be derived from that source; and the loan required | ed by the act of 1842, which il superseded. The 
would be reduced by that amount. Jt is estimated, | leading principles established bv it are, to levy the 
also, that should congress graduate and reduce such | taxes with a view to raise revenue, and to impose 
of the public lands as have been long in the mar-! them upon the articles imported according to their 
ket, the additional revenue derived from that| actual value. 
source would be annually, for several years to| The act of 1849, by the excessive rates of duty 
come, be tween a half million and a million of dol | which it imposed on many articles, either totally ex- 
lars; and the loan required may be reduced by that) cluded them from importation, or greatly reduced 
amount also. Should these measures be adopted,| the amount imported, and thus diminish instead of 
the joan required would not probably exceed eigh-| producing revenue. By it the taxes were imposed, 
teen or nineteen millions of dollars—leaving in the not for the legitimate purpose of raising revenue, but 
treasury acorstant surplus of four millions of dol. | to affurd advantages to favored classes, at the ex- 
lars. Tie loan proposed, it is estimated, will be\ pense of a large majority of their fellow citizens.— 
sufficient to cover the necessary expenditures; both Those employed in agriculture, mechanical pursuits, 
for the war and for all other purposes, up to the 30th | commerce and navizatiou, were compelled to con- 
of June, 1848; and an amount of this loan, not ex-/ tribute from their substance to swell the profits and 
ceeding one-half, may be required during the pre-| overgrown wealth of the comparatively few who had 
sent fiscal year, and the greater part of the remain-| invested their capital in manufactures. The taxes 
der during the first half of the fiscal year succeeding. | were not levied in proportion to the value of the ar- 
In order that timely notice may be given, and pro: | ticles upon which they were imposed; but widely de- 
per measures taken to etlect the loan, or such por-/| parting from this just rule, the Jighter taxes were, 
tion of it as may be required, it 1s important thatthe | in many cases, levied upon articles of luxury and 
authority of congress to make it be given at an ear- | high price, and the heavier taxes on those of neces- 
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skill, and of their ability to compete, with increaseq 
prospect of succes-, for the open market of the 
Domestic manufactures, to the vaiue of ge. 


veral millions of dollars, which cannot find qa Market 


at home, are annually exported to foreign countries 


With such rates of duty as those established by the 


existing law, the system will probably be permanent. 
and capitalists, who have «made or shall hereafter 


make, their investments in manufactures, will know 


upon what to rely. 


The country will be satis ieq 


with these rates, because the advantages which the 
manufacturers still enjoy result necessarily froin the 


collection of revenue for the support of government. 


High protective duties, from their unjust operation 
upon the masses of the people, cannot fail to give 


rise to extensive dissatisfaction and complaint, and 
to constant effurts to change or repeai them, render. 


ing all investments in manufactures uncertain and 


precarious. 


interests. 


Luwer and more permanent rates of 
duty, at the same time that they will yield to the 
manufacturer fair and remunerating profits, will se. 
cure him against the danger of frequent changes jn 
the system, which cannot fail to ruimously affect his 


Simultaneously with the relaxation of the restric. 


tive policy by the United States, Great Britain, from 


whose example we derived the system, has relaxed 


She has modified her corn laws, and reduced 
many other duties to moderate revenue rates. Afiey 
ages of experience, the statesmen of that country 


have been constrained by a stern necessity, and |i 4 
publie opinion having its deep foundation in the suf- 


ferings and wants of i npoverished milltons, to aban 
don a system the effect of which was to build up 


immense fortunes in the hands of the few, and to re- 


duce the laboring millions to pauperism and misery, 


Nearly in the same ratio that labor was depressed, 


capital was increased and concentrated by the Bri- 
lish protective policy. 


The evils of the system in Great Britain were at 
length rendered intolerable, and it has been aban. 
doned, but not without a severe struggle on the part 
of the protected and favored classes to retain the 
unjust advantages which they have so long enjoyed, 
It was expected that a similar struggle would be 
made by the same classes in the United States, when- 
ever an attempt was made to modify or abolish the 
saine unjust system here. The protective policy had 
been in operation in the United States for a much 
shorter period, and its pernicious effects were not, 
therefore, so clearly perceived and felt. Enough, 
however, was known of these effscts to induce ils 


repeal. 


It would be strange if, in the face of the example 
of Great Britain, our principal foreign customer, 
and of the evils of a sysiem rendered manifest in 
that country by long and painful experience, and i 


ithe face of the imme.wse advantages which, under 4 


ly period of your present session. It is suggested | sity and low price, consumed by the great mass Of! more liberal commercial policy, we are already de- 
that the loan shouid be contracted for a period of the people. It was a system, the inevitable effect of | riving and must continue to derive, by supplying het 
twenly years, with authority to purchase the stock which was to relieve favored classes, and the weal- | starving population with food, the United Siaies 


and pay it off, at an early period, at its market value, thy few from contribating their just proportion for | should restore a 


out of any surplus which may al any time be in the!) the support of government, and to lay the burden on 


tablishment of peace with Mexico, it is supposed | than manufactures. 
that a considerable surplus will exist, and thatthe) A .ystem so unequal and unjust has been super- 
debt may be extinguished in a much shorter period | 5c. by the existing law, which imposes duties not 
than that for which it may be contracted. The pe-| for the benefit or injury of classes or pursuits, but 
loan may be contracted, in preference toa shorter | public burdens among all classes and occupations. — 
period, is suggested, because all experience, bot at! ‘The favored classes, who under the unequal and un- 
home and abroad, has shown that loans are effected | jst eystem which has been repealed, have hereto- 
upon much better terms upon long time, than when) fore realized large profits, and many of them amass- 
they are reimbursable at short dates. 'ed jarge fortunes, at the expense of the many who 
Necessary as this measure is, to sustain the honor | jaye been made tributary to thei, will have no rea- 
and the interests of tie country, engaged in a f0-| son to complain if they shall be required to bear 


reign war, it is not doubted but that congress will} pheir just proportion of taxes necessary for the sup- | stances 
/portof government. So far from it, it wiil be per- | upheld for ages, and to open | 
mense surplus of breadstuffs; 
believed that other powers of Europe will u 
see the wisdom, if they be not compelle 
nauperism and sufferings of their crowde 
tion, to pursue a similar policy. 

Our farmers are more deeply | é 
taining the just and liberal policy of th 
law than any other class of our citizens. 
stitute a Jarge majority of our pop 
well known that when they prosper, 
| prosper also. ‘They have heretoture b" 
| ed none of the bounties or favorsots ¥© 
| by the unequal operations of te pres 
| have been made, by the burdens o 
it imposed, to contribute to the bountle 
enriched otheis. 

When a foreign as well as a howe 
ed to them, they must 
ceiving, increased prices for their pro 
will find a readier sale, and at better pr 
wheat, dour, rice, Indian corn, beel, 

ter, cheese, and other articles, which 


promptly authorize it. 

The balance in the treasury on the first of July | ceived, by an examination of the existing Jaw, that 
jJast exceeded nine millions of dollars, notwithstand- | discriminations in the rate of duly imposed, within 
ing considerable expenditures had been made for the | the revenue principle, have been retained in their 
war during the months of May and June preceding. |! favor. The incidental aid against foreign competi- 
But for the war, the whole public debt could and! tion which they stili enjoy gives them an advantage 
would bave been extinguished within a short period;! which no other pursutis possess; but of this none 
and it wasa part of my settled policy to doso, and thus others will complain, because the duties levied are 
relieve the people trom its burden, and place the go- | necessary for revenue. These revenue duties, in- 
vernment in a position which would enable it to re-| cluding freights and charges, which the importer 
duce the public expenditures to that economical) must pay before he can come in competition with 
standard which is most consistent with the general’ the home manufacturer in our markets, amount, on 
welfare, and the pure and wholesome progress of vur| nearly all our leading branches of manufacture, to 
institutions. 'more than one-third of the value of the imported 

Among our just causes of complaint against Mex- ‘article, and in some cases to almost one half its va- 
ico, arising out of her refusal to treat for peace, as|lue. With such advantages, itis not doubted that 
well before as since the war so unjustly commenced | our domestic manufacturers will continue to pros- 
on her part, are the extraordinary expenditures in! per, realizing in well conducted establishments even 
which we bave been involved. Justice to our own) greater profits than can be derived from any other 
people will make it proper that Mexico shculd be| regular business. Indeed, so far from requiring the 
held responsible for these expenditures. | protection of incidental revenue duties, our oanu- 


Economy in the public expenditures is at all times | facturers in several leauing branches are extending 


a high duty which all public functionaries of the go-| their business, giving evidence of great ingenuity and 
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hange of commoaitles 


receive, a3 they are 


policy which she has been compell- 
: d to abandon, and thus diminish her ability to pur 
treasury applicable to that purpose. Alter the es the labor of the many, engaged in other pursuits | chase from us the food and other articles which she 
/so much needs, and we so much desire to sell. 
By the simultaneous abandonment of the protec 
tive policy by Great Britain and the United Siates, 
, new and important markets have already been open 
riod of twenty years, as that for which the proposed distributes, and, as far a3 practicable, equalizes the | ed for our agricultural and other products; commerce 
and navigation have received anew impulse; lebot 
and trade have been released from the artific 
mels which have su jong fettered them; anu to ag 
extent reciprocity, in the exc 
has been introduced at the same time by both ’ 
tries, and greatly for the benefit of both. on 
Britain has been forced, by the pressure of circum 
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7 ne market alone is inadequate to enable them 
py of the immense surplus of food and other 
articles which they are capable of producing, even gg 
t the most reduced prices, for the manifest reason | le, 
that ihey cannot be consumed in the country. The : 
United States can, from their immense surplus, sup- | a tax apon 
ly not only the home demand, bet the deficiencies 
ut food required by the whole world. ef) 
That the reduced production of some of the chief | 
articles of foud in Great Britain, and oth oe he 
Europe, may have contributed to increase the de- ” SW 
mand for our breadstufis and Provisions, is not doubt- | ed. 
ed; bul that the great and efficient cause of this in- 
creased demand, and of increased prices, consists in 
the removal of artificial restrictions heretofore im- 
osed, is deemed to he equally certain. That our ; ‘and pas 
exports of food, already imereased and increasin Fey oy San estab] 
beyoud former example, under the more liberal po- | €d States for 
licy which has been adopted, will be stil] vastly en. ph ad 
larged, unless they be checked or prevented by are- | quently offere 
storation of the protective policy, cannot be doubted. 
That our commercial and navigating interests will 


beenlarged in a corresponding ratio with the in- | would otherwise ha 
erease of our trade, is equally certain; while our | Jands — “isposed 
manufacturing interests wil| still be the favored in- | persons of limited m 
terests of the countty, and receive the incidental] | Small tracts, upon whi 
protection afforded ihem by revenue duties; and more | families. ri 
than this they cannot justly demand. i by the then 
In my annual message of December last, a tariff | States, i all th 
of revenue duties based upon the prin 
existing law was recommended; and | 
to change the opinions then eX pressed 
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see no reason | the market, 


mend that the policy established by it be main- | by fixing 
lainec. It has but just commenced to o 
to abandon or modily it without giv 
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perate; and | Shown they will 


them 


inexpedient and unwise. 
defects in any of its details b 


al experience to exist, these hese.lands. if 
rected; but until such defects shall become manifest, | these lands, j 
the act should be fairly tested. 

It is submitted to your considerati 
may not be proper, as a war measure 
Venue duties on some of the article 
inthe free list. Should it be deem 
pose such duties, with a view to 
Meet the expenses of the war with Me 
avoid to that extent the creation of a public debt, 
they may be repealed, when the emergency which 
gave rise to them shall Cease to exist, and constitute 
no part of the permanent policy of the country. 

f August last, “to provide 
for the better organization of the treasury, and for 
the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and disburse. 
ment of the public revenue,” has been carried into 
execution as rapidly as the delay necessarily arising 
out of the appointment of new officeis, taking and 
approving their bonds, and preparing and seeuring 
Proper places for the safekeeping of the public mo- 
hey, Would permit. It is not Proposed to depart in| interests 
any respect from the principles or 


this great measure is founded. 
Uefects in 
td by j 
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the details of the y 


y iS practical Operation, whi 
forth in the report of the secrets 
lo Which the attention of congress js invited. These 
defects would impair to some extent the successful 
Speration of the law atall times, but are especially 
*nbarrassing when the country is engaged in a war, 
When the expenditures are greatly increased, when 
he disbursements are 
ints many hundred miles distant 
from any depository, and a large 
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to the states, in which they | $ation, with o 
ecause it retards their growth 


Population; and because they have no power to levy 
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ESDAY EVENING, pec 2. 
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SiON Was as follows: 


Third— Danie} Webster—the faithful representa. 
live, the able hegociator, the fearless Slalesman, the 
| eloquent defender Of the Constitution : His patriotic 

services demand our gratitude, his untlarnished honor 
is the nation’s property. 

The annunciation of this toast by the Hon. Samuel 
Breck, President of the day, was accompanied by ye. 
ry appropriate complimentary remarks, When, at 
rritories to | their close (Says the U, S. Gazette,) he introduced 
€ amounts | the distinguished guest of the day, the Plaudits rose 
ited to the | into perfect enthusiasm; cheers, Clapping of hands, 
the waving handkerchiefs Of the | 


; adies, and the uni- 
versal demonstrations of Welcome, made ii a Proud 














raising an 
Mexico. 








235 

























































































‘ So Seen <0 een — ro . 
Rr rey aid is merges 3s = Sct ee ; 
RS Pk EAM SRL SRR AN 8 anne os cetpeseeeaenas. e : — # : 
ate Emenee its sat raatt = ~ - > , 
> a ne Venn ah ie gin, sais iets aa ale ecte 
ae ne aD Es 





















































rethiatiiannasaael tinal salllnacenisiine ath 
es ke 



















































room - = > 
. = —a= ~ -_ 
pap -onty — - ~ —— o~ . = ow © ™ ns = 
oe 2 NARS pe ompR eae " < - 










eed 






















= + Son > 

ae arate _ _ ones - 
ed MESS . EOP ETD pnpas : noe sae Sainb-iiiahgiiite ana 

- eaaen one - Y 
ets ‘ oe <apeamtah tes - a 
Sr taees PS IONE st ee ama ge oe ts on 
- * MO ee Bite a re 
DR Sia 2 GERMAINE, Rand - + eS en ae “ ce a - y 














236 





NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 12, 1846—SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER. 











and most exciting moment. Few scenes could be 
presented better calculated to awaken the liveliest 
emotions; and few demonstrations have been made 
so thoroughly heart-warm and enthusiastic. The 
whole mass seemed swayed by one strong impulse, 
and Mr. Wesster, as he glanced around upon the 
brilliant display of beauty gathered to honor him, 
must have enjoyed feelings of the most enviable char- 
acter. 

Mr. WessTer then rose, and was received with 
loud and lemg continued cheering; when silence was 
at length restored the honorable gentleman said: 

Lapies anp GEeNTLEMEN:—It is my duty in the 
first place, to express the uncommon emotions which 
1 feel, in rising to discuss important subjects in such 
a presence as that inthe midst of which I am. It 
has not been my fortune heretofore, to enter upon 
such a duty asis now before me, while galleries such 
as these have been filled by such an assemblage of the 
worth and beauty of the sex. Gentlemen, 1 come 
among you to address you as an asseinblage of the 
men of business of the city of Philadelphia, of men 
engaged in the honorable pursuits of private life, and 
having no other interest in the political events and 
occurrences of the day, than as the course and acts 
of government, protect Jife and liberty, property and 
industry. You are merchants, you are therefore 
deeply concerned in the peace of the country and in 
whatever respects its commercial prosperity. You | 
are manufacturers, mechanics, arlizans: You have | 
an interest, therefore, in all those wise laws which 

rotect capital and Jabor thus employed—all those 
aws which shed their benign influence over the in- 
dustrial pursuits of human life. You are holders of 
cily property—many of you are landholders in the 
country—many of you are occupiers and cultivators 
of your own land in the neighborhood and in the ci 
ty. 1 know you are all Americans—you are all 
members of this great and glorious Republic—bound 
to its destiny—partaking of all the happiness which 
ite government is calculated to afford, and interested 
in every thing that respects its present prospects and 
its future glory. 








1 am honored gentlemen by an invitation to address 
such an assemblage of my fellow citizens. I will say | 
that it is ulways agreeable to me to speak and to | 


think upon great questions, respecting our political | 


institutions—their progress and their results in the | 


city of Philadelphia. Wath no habits of public life, | 
but such as have counected me with the constitution 

of the United States—accustomed somewhat to study | 
its history and its principles, and called upon now for 
some years to take a partin its administration, so far 
as the action of congress 1s concerned, it is natural 
that | should look back to the origin of that indepen- 
dence, outof which the constitution grew, and to the 
constitution itself, out of which the government now 
established over us arose. These reflections bring 
with them agreeable locai associations. The inde- 
pendence of our country was declared in yonder hall, 
the constitution of our country was {framed within 
the same venerable walls, and if one to whom that 
declaration of independence and that constitution are 
objects of supreme human regard enter that hall, it 
is natural that he should gather around him in ima- 
gination the great inmen—the illustrious sages who 
filled it on those successive occasions. They are all 
gone to their graves. They have left their work be- 
hind them, an imperishable memorial of their wis- 
dom. (Loud appiause.) 

‘The city of Philadelphia is in all respects much 
connected with the history of our country. (Ap- 
plause.) She is in all respects interested in whatever 
affects the weul or woe of the republic. Her posi- 
tion along the line of the coast is important—her po- 





pulation is large—the occupations of her people va- 
rious—she is the capitalof ihe great state of Pennsy|- 

Vabia, not improperly called the “Keystone” of the | 
arch of the Union. (Applause.) Geutiemen, some | 
years ago in addressing an assemblage in the neigh- 

porhood of this city, 1 said what | believed and now 

believe, that perhaps with the exception of England, | 
there is no spotupun the globe full of so much canal 
ral riches as the state of Pennsylvania. 

Geatiemen, a mild and delightful cliamte—a rich 
and exuberant soil, one of the best in the world, with | 
mineral] riches beyond calculation—! know no spot 
on the globe that can go beyond her in any just state- 
ment of natural power, of productive power. Penn- 
sylvania, too, gentlemen, is concerned in every inter- 
est that belongs to the country. On her eastern 
boundary she touches the tide waters of the Atlantic 
—on her western border she touches the great river 
which carries westward and southward her products 
raised beyond the Alleghenies. She is open to tue 
gulf on the west, to the ocean on the east—her posi- 
lion is central—her population is numerous. Ji she 


it without trespassing on any man’s territory. (Tre- 
mendous applause.) It is with her a family affair.— 
She made one way—she can make another, and by 
as many as she please, wed the walters of the Ohio 
with those of the gulf. 

Gentlemen, | cannot help thinking that what Penn- 
sylvania is and that greater which Pennsylvania is to 
be, is and will be greatly owing to the constitutional 
government under which we live, (great applause.) 
1 would not with any idolatrous admiration regard the 
constitution of the United States,nor any other work 
of man, but this side of idolatry | hold it in profound 
respect, I believe that no human working on such a 
subject—no human ability exerted for such an end 
has ever produced so much happiness, or holds out 
now to so many millions of people the prospect 
through such a succession of ages and ages of so much 
happiness as the constitution of the United States, 
(great applause.) We who are here for one genera- 
tion—for a single life, and yet in our several stations 
and relations in society—entrusted in some degree 
with its protection and support—what duty does it 
devolve—what duty does it not devolve upon us? 

Gentlemen there were those in the country at the 
time the constitution was adopted that did not ap- 
prove it. Some feared it from an excessive jealousy 
of power; others for various causes disliked it. The 
great majority of the people of the United States 
adopted it, and placed Washington at the head of the 
first administration of the Government, (loud ap- 
plause.) This constitution fairly expounded, justly 
interpreted, is the bond of our Union. Those who 
opposed it were ali bound in honor and justice to fol- 
low the example of Patrick Henry, who himself op- 
posed it, but who, when it was adopted, took it in the 
fullness of its spirit, and to the highest extent of its 
honest interpretation, (great applause.) It was not 
then fair for those who had opposed the adoption of 
the constitution to come under it afterwards and at- 
tempt to fritter away its provisions because they dis- 
liked it. ‘The people had adopted it, and they were 
bound by it in its fair and full construction and inter- 
pretation. (Applause.) For the same reason, gen- 
tlemen, those called upon to exercise high functions 


under the constitution in our day, may think that 


they could have made a betler one. It may be the 
misfortune of the age of our fathers that they had not 
the intelligence of this. (Laughter.) They may 
think that they could have made at better—that this 
thing and that ought not to have been put in it, and 
therefore they will try to get it out of it. (Laughter.) 
That’s not fair. Every man that is called upon to 
administer the Constitution of the United States, or 
act under it in any respect, is bound in honor and 
faith and duty to take it in its ordinary acceptation— 
to act upon it as it was received and understood by 
those who framed it, and by the people when they 
adopted it, and even practised upon as since through 
all administrations of the government. 

lt may have happened—1 think it has happened 
that instances have occurred in which the spirit of 
this instrument has been departed from—in which in 
effect violations of its spirit have taken place. What 
of that? are you to abandon it on that account? are 
we to abandon it? ~Why, I should as soon think of 
abandoning my own father when ruffians attacked 
him! (Loud and long continued applause.) No! 
we ure to rally around it with all our power and all 
our force—determined to stand by it or fall with it. 
What was the conduct of the great lovers of liberty 
in the early periods of English history? ‘They pass- 
ed Magna Charta against King John. The crown 
violated it. What did they do? They refrained— 
they re-asserted—they reinforced it—and that’s what 
we are to do, gentlemen, (tremendous applause. ) 


Gentlemen, | have never felt more interested, } 
may say, never so much intercsted, in the course of 
my public life, a8 during some periods of the last 
session of Congress. |] could not but persuade myself 
ihat we were in the midst of most important events. 
jt was my purpose, towards the close of the session, 
to consider with some care the acts of Congress, and 
the course of the administration during that session. 
It so happened, however, that in the fleeting hours of 


ithe Jast week of the session, no opportunity was of 


fered, and | therefore announced a purpose of taking 
some occasion before the public, of reviewing the 
acts of congress during the last session, and of mak- 
ing such comments upon them as, inmy humble judg- 
ment, they deserved. ‘his may be a proper occasion 
for that duty —(great applause.) But my purpose has 
been so long deterred, that it has been anticipated.— 
Other commentators have arisen, more effective than 
1, and they have given their comments upon the con- 
duct of the last session of congress—(laughter and 
applause. ) 

Gentlemen, the political events that have occurred 





chooses to say that she will connect the waters of the 
guif—the navigable waters which fluw into the gulf 
with the navigable waters of the Atlantic, she can do 


in ihe country since the termination of the session, 
| have impressed me with very profound feelings. The 
results of the elections, especially in the central states 


—<——— 
on the Atlantic, while they have awakened new 
hopes and new prospects, have been nevertheless of 
a nature to excite emotions far too deep, to be ex 
pressed in any evanescent glow of party feeling, It 
appears to me quite plain that no such revolution of 
public opinion as we have now witnessed, has ha 
pened in this country before for nearly fifty years,— 
I may confine my remarks in the general, to those 
two great states, Pennsylvania and New York — 
(Applanse.) When has such a change of public sen 
timent been manifested before in the state of Penp. 
syivania since the great controversy of '99 and 1899) 
At the period a very strong political dispute was car. 
ried on in this city, as well as elsewhere, of Which 
controversy, the election between Governor McKean 
and Mr. Ross was one part and one element. 

The former was elected, and certain political re. 
sults followed. Since that time no such an entire re. 
volution of popular sentiments in regard to questions 
connected with the general government, as that wit- 
nessed within the last year, has taken place, | may 
say the same, in substance, | believe of New York. 
Since the time of the great controversy in that State 
about the same period, I know of no change of sen- 
timent in New York, which has taken every body so 
much by surprise. At the same time, it is quite ma- 
nifest that these changes have not been produced by 
effort. The country bas been calm—the public mind 
serene. ‘There have been no mass meetings—no ex. 
traordinary efforts of the press—no great attempts of 
any kind to influence men’s opinion. It seems to me 
that the most remarkable circumstance qualifyin 
the whole occurrence, is the spontaneous self-moved, 


producing this result. (Great applause.) 

Now, gentlemen, the question is, what is this revo« 
lution? Whatis its character? Por whom and a: 
gainst whom? For what and against what? 


Gentlemen, I intend to perform the duty before 
me this evening without denunciation, without vitu- 
peration; | intend to avoid as far as possible all re- 
flections upon men, and all unjust reflections upon 
parties. But it does appear to me as clear as the 
light of noon day, that this revolution which has ta- 
ken place in the country in public sentiment, isa re: 
volution against the measures and principles of this 
now existing administration, (enthusiastic applause, 
which continued for several minutes.) It is against 
the manner in which this war with Mexico has been 
brought on, (loud cries of “tyour right” “your right,” 
and “great applause.”) It is against the Tariff of 
1846, (deafening applause.) It is against that absur- 
dity of all absurdities—the sub treasury bill, (roars of 
laughter.) it is against the duplicate vetoes. (Great 
‘applause. ) 

Gentlemen, the present administration is not re- 
garded as the just representative, or the regular suc- 
cessor of any administration. (Laughter and cheers.) 
In its principles and in ils measures, it certainly does 
not resemble the administration of Jackson or Van 
Buren, and God knows it resembles no other one.— 
(Roars of laughter.) ; 

Now we must be just—we must be just to those 
who in time past have differed from us. We mustin 
some measure forget the things which are behind.— 
[ take this to be the truth, that this administration has 
adopted a system and measures of its own, and as 
sumed a character of its own, distinct and settled} 
from what was known under the preceaing adminis 
tration. I take it to be for that reason that hundred 
and thousands of our fellow. citizens in this state a0 
in other states, who were supporters of Gen. Jack 
son’s administration, and Mr. Van Buren’s adminis 
tration, repudiate this administration. (Loud cheers. 
I think therefore, that this administration stands alone 
—1 will not say in its glory—but certainly in 1s - 
sures and policy. I think it certain that the we 
minded and intelligent portion of the community ye 
have heretofore sustained what bas been called 
democratic party, have found that this ad mini 
of Mr. Pulk either adopts new measures not ie 
known to the party, or has carried the sentiments 
the party, hitherto expressed, to such adios ¥ 
it is impossible for honest and just men to tone si 
and that therefore they have come out—lay!ng yas 
the natural reluctance which men do feel 19 eae 
against the party of their friends—they “gee ‘i 
out nevertheless, and in order to manilest oye i 
approbation of the principles and measures © ; 
administration, they have flocked to the oR ” 
thousands and given plumpers to the Whig t ip thi 
measures. (Applause.) Now are they righ seat 
Are they right? Gentlemen it is perfectly vite 
me that they are right—that on questions pe 
terest, to these central states aud to all t * jai 
the principles and measures of the present ‘wei! 
tration are marked departures from the PI 
and measures of General Jackson. cael geal 
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| men, illustrate this sentiment by one © 


conscientious conviction and feeling of the people, | 



















2 
ces, begi 
the coun! 
It seer 
whether, 
my! 
ople o 
Pd whic 
ples of 
licy of 
tures fro! 
they are- 
entle 
licy of G 
a man of 
believe t 
happines 
thought, 
and perfe 
exert a Ji 
tution po 
ver doubt 
establish 
them will 
le. 
Gentle 
has been 
agitation 
tion, or n 
by that ac 
ministrat: 
The circu 
business 
dent and « 
express a 
of the cot 
But I gc 
ciples of 
as expres: 
and opinic 
as expres 
men, by | 
this subjec 
gress, in b 
and here 
you, gent 
suming to 
ho, go on. 


Hear, tt 
December 
1 “The ot 
be to raise 
governmet 
ercise of ; 
ing the rs 
discrimina 
ard, and b 
the suppor 
“If cong 
cent. on ; 
amount of 
tally andr 
to the amc 
turer of a 
ter. If tt 
produce a j 
protection. 
thirty per « 
derived fro 
tion and ad 
be raised t, 
the revenus 
rate of thi 
Precise poi 
Which jt i 
revenue is 
Which can | 
lecting mor 
OW gen 
What he me 
ever else he 
all Protectic 
object to by 
duties js to 
else, He sg, 
dental bene 
Dut it is in 
itis not a 
aw Makers 
Can make j 
eneficial jy 
" in raising 
Mestic may 
Very well, 
But the 
NOt to be 
Motive to ty 
NOt tnisrepr 
UNicient) 
Meaning of 
revenue ang 


















































































































































































































































ened new 
theless of 
to be ex. 
eeling. It 
‘olution of 
|, has hap. 
ly years,— 
al, to those 
w York,— 
public sen- 
e of Penn. 
)and 1800? 
ite was car- 
, Of which 
or McKean 
ont. 
litical re- 
n entire re- 
(Oo questions 
as that wit- 
ice. I may 
New York. 
n that State 
nge of sen- 
ery body so 
1S quite ma- 
roduced by 
public mind 
ngs—no ex- 
Laltempts of 
seems to me 
e qualifying 
) self-moved, 
| the people, 3 


| is this revos 
vhom and a- 
hav? 


duty before 
without vitu- 
ssible all re- 
ections upon 
clear as the 
which has ta- 
ment, isa re- 
ciples of this 
slic applause, 
It is against 
x1co has been 
“your right,” 
the Tariff of 
ist that absur- 
bill, (roars of 
stoes. (Great 


jon is not re- 
» regular suc- 
sr and cheers.) 
certainly does 
ackson or Van 
o other one. 


e just to those 
We must ia 
are behind.— 
inistration has 
own, and as 
ct and settled] 
eaing admin's 
n that hundred 
» this state a0 
of Gen. Jack 
uren’s adminis 
(Loud cheers. 
‘on stands alone 
Jinly in itsmea 
that the sobel 
community Wb 
been called thé 
5s adminisiratio! 
ures not before 
e sentiments ° 
» extremes ths 
en to follow 
nt—lay ing 38° 
9 feel in actin 
they have con) 


st their ¢ 
niles thi 










measures 0 
to the polls > 
. Whig men o 
feeuly eviden' 
tions of vite 
o all the Stal 
sresent adinlt 


a the prinelP™ 














. \ 
patiences ge 
ye or two? 


py eres with that of the protective policy of 























































aw 





a a 


untry—(loud applause. ) 
at ose to me almost too light a question to ask 


whether, in this respect, young Hickory is like old 
Hickory. But it is a great question to be put to the 
ople of the United States, and which has been put 
Pd which they have answered, whether the princi- 
les of the present administration on the protective 
licy of the country, are, or are not entire depar- 
{ures from the principles of Andrew Jackson. I say 
they are—(loud applause. ) 

Gentlemen, Ihave not been an advocate of the po- 
licy of General Jackson. We all know that he was 
, man of decided and strong character. For one, l 
believe that in general his wishes were all for the 
happiness and glory of the country—(applause.) He 
thought, perhaps, that to establish that happiness, 
and perfect that glory, it was incumbent on him to 
exert a little more power than | thought the consti- 
tution possessed—(laughter and cheers.) But I ne- 
yer doubted that he meant well; while he sought to 
establish his own glory and renown, to connect 
them with the glory and renown of the whole peo- 

le. 

Gentlemen, after the passage of what is called, or 
has been called, the compromise act of 33, no great 
agitation arose on the tariff subject until the expira- 
tion, or near the expiration, of the period prescribed 
by that act. Within that time, Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 
ministration began, went through, and terminated. 
The circumstances of the country, therefore, and the 
business presented to the consideration of the presi- 
dent and congress, did not call on Mr. Van Buren to 
express an Opinion respecting the protective policy 
of the country. 

But 1 go on now to compare the opinions and prin- 
ciples of the present president of the United States, 
asexpressed by him officially, with the principles 
and opinions of Gen. Jackson, during his presidency, 
as expressed by himself officially. I begin, gentle- 
men, by reading to you what Mr. Polk says upon 
this subject of protection, at the last session of con- 
gress, in his message, being his first annual message, 
and here itis. It will require some attention from 
you, gentlemen. I hope you will not think me pre. 
suming too much upon your patience. (Cries of ‘No, 
no, go on.”’) 


Hear, then, what Mr. Polk says in his message last 

December, on the opening of congress: 
1 “The object of imposing duties on imports should 
be to raise revenue to pay the necessary expenses of 
government. Congress may, undoubtedly, in the ex- 
ercise of a sound discretion, discriminate in arrang- 
ing the rates of duty ow different articles; but the 
discriminations should be within the revenue stand- 
ard, and be made with the view to raise money for 
the support of government.” 
“Ifcongress levy aduty for revenue of one per 
cent. on a given article, it will produce a given 
amount of money to the treasury, and will inciden- 
tally and necessarily afford protection or advantage 
lo the amount of one per cent to the home manufac- 
turer of a similar or like article over the impor- 
ter. If the duty be raised to ten per cent. it will 
produce a greater amount of money, and afford greater 
protection. If it be raised to twenty, twenty five or 
thirty per cent. and if, as it is raised, the revenue 
derived from it is found to be increased, the protec- 
tion and advantage will also be increased, but af it 
be raised to thirty-one per cent. and itis found that 
the revenue produced at that rate is less than at the 
rate of thirty, it ceases to be revenue duty. The 
precise point in the ascending scale of duties at 
Which it is ascertained from experience, that the 
revenue is greatest, is the maximum rate of duty 
Which can be iaid for the bona fide purpose of col- 
lecting money for the support of the government.” 
a " gentlemen, some good people wish to know 
iol - meant by the revenue standard. But what. 
all relse he means, he certainly means to go against 
rs eens He tneans that the sole and exclusive 
dutie to be regarded by the legislator in imposing 
a ee oblain money lor the revenue and nothing 
dental 7” Says truly that if aduty be laid an inci- 
“ot enefit may accrue to the producer at home. 
itis ne incidental or accidental, it is adventitious, 
te ok matter to be taken into the view of the 
in pote men 1 hat is his doctrine as plain as woids 
besieficia! it, It is to lay such duties as may be most 
if in or revenue, and nothing but revenue, and 
Mestic ebiacer duty it shall happen that do- 
very well, ures are protected, why that’s all 
oe ~ Esoteation of domestic manufactures is 
Motive tc bai object of concern, nor furnish any 
not tulneupebeeeice’s make the law. I think I have 
tufficient) - ed Mr. Polk. I think his meaning 
J Plain. He would not himself deny the 





no iron manufacturers or other manufacturers in the 
United States. That is the doctrine of Mr. Polk. Is 
that General Jackson’s doctrine? Was it ever his 
doctrine? Let us see. I read you an extract from 
General Jackson’s first message. He says: 

“The general rule to be applied in graduating the 
duties upon articles of foreign growth and manu- 





which are of primary necessity in time of war.” 
What is that doctrine? Doeg it not say in so many 
words that in imposing duties upon articles of foreign 
manufactures it is the business of the framers uf the 
law to lay such duties, and to lay them in such a way 
as shall give our cwn producers a fair competition 
against the foreign producer. [Applause ] And did’nt 
he go further and say—(and you, Pennsylvanians, 
from here to Pittsburgh, and all you workers in iron 
and owners of iron mines may consider it)—did’nt 
he go further and say, that in regard to articles of 
primary importance in time of war we are under 
controlling reasons for going a step further, and put- 
ting down foreign competition, (applause.) Now I 
submit it to you, gentlemen instead of putting down 
foreign competition, doesn’t he go for putting down 
our own competition? (Laughter and cheers.) lI 
will read to you gentlemen, an extract from General 
Jackson’s second message, which in my opinion ad- 
vises the true doctrine—the true American constitu- 
tional doctrine, fully, clearly, admirably. 

‘*The power to impose duties on imports, originally 
belonged to the several states, the right to adjust 
those duties with the view to the encouragement of do- 
mestic branches of industry, 1s completely identical 
with that power, that it is difficult to suppose the ex- 
istence of the one without the other. 

The states have delegated their whole authority 
over imports to the general government without li- 
mitation or restriction, saving the very inconsiderable 
reservation relating to their inspection laws. This 
authority having thus passed entirely from the states, 
the right to exercise it for the purpose of protection 
does not exist in them; and consequently if it be not 
possessed by the general government it must be ex- 
tinct. Our political system would thus present the 
anomaly of a people stripped of the right to foster 
their own industry, and to contract the most selfish 
and destructive policy which might be adopted by 
foreign nations. 

This surely cannot be the case; this indispensable 
power thus surrendered by the states, must be within 
the scope of the authority on the subject expressly 
delegated to congress. 


opinions of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Madi- 
son, and Monroe, who have each repeatedly recom- 
mended the exercise of this right under the constitu- 


tinued acquiescence of the states, and the general 
understandtng ol the people.” 

It appeared to me, gentlemen, that these extracts 
from General Jackson’s messages read very ditfer- 


sage, at the opening of the last session of congress. 
i think that his notion of a revenue standard—if he 
means anything by it beyond this, that it is the sole 
business of this government to obtain as much mo- 
ney as it needs, and to obtain it the best way it can— 
if he means to say that there is any other object be- 


may or may not happen, all is visionary, and when 
touched by the principles thus announced by general 
Jackson will explode like gunpowder. (Applause.) 
You perceive then, gentlemen, that in this address to 
congress, General Jackson addressed himself direct- 
ly to the object. He says inraising revenues, con- 
sider that your duty is to arrange duties on imports 
so as to give the manufacturer of the country a fair 
competition, and in certain articles to suppress fo- 
reign competition. There is an object—a purpose—a 
motive, and it is notleft to the cabalistic word, inci- 
dental. 

Again, having said that I believe that the people 
of this couniry see the difference between the prin- 
ciples of Gen. Jacksen and the principles of this ad- 
ministration on the great subject of protection, | 
think they see the difference also upon other import- 
ant subjects. 





eani 
aning of his words. He is for laying taxes for 


venue and for revenue 


facture, is that which will place our own in fair | 
competition with those of other countries; and the | 
inducements to advance cven a step beyond this, 
point, are controlling, in regard to those articles, 


In this conclusion, 1 am confirmed as well by the | 


tion, as by the uniform practice of congress, the con- | 


ently from the extracts from President Poik’s mes- | 


longing to the revenue standard as incidental, which | 
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sanctioned or called for. More of this presently; 
but in the next place, the war—the war claims our 
aliention. I am accustomed to mix so far as Iam 
able—so far as my circumstances will allow, with 
men of all classes and conditions in life; men of va- 
rious political opinons, and your avocations and con- 
cerns in life will lead you to do the same—and I 
now ask you, if youever found a sensible and rea- 
sonable man who ever said to you that he believed 
that if General Jackson or Martin Van Buren had 
been at the head of the government, we should ever 
have had this Mexican war. (Cheers.) I have found 
none such. Why, we all know gentlemen that the 
president—I have not to settle questions of gréater 
or Jess worth, or the peculiar claims between gentle- 
men of a party to which | do not belong—but we all 
_know the fact that Mr. Polk came into office against 
Mr. Van Buren. That he came on in the Texas in- 
terest, and fora Texas purpose, and we all know 
that Texas and Texas purposes have led on to this 
war. (Applause.) Therefore I say, | know no man 
of intelligence and sound judgment who believes if the 
Baltimore convention had nominated, and the peo- 
ple elected, Mr. Van Buren to the presidency—that 
we should now have a Mexican war. 

The purpose of these remarks has been to show 
you, gentlemen, what I consider to have been the 
causes of the great change which has taken place in 
public opinion itself; and it is vain for any body to 
say, that any local causes here or local causes there, 
have brought about the change. That anti-rentism 
in New York, and some other ism in Pennsylvania 
has produced such important results is folly—there 
is nothing at ailin it. (Laughter.) The test is this: 
Do you say that questions of state policy or state 
elections only have influenced these results? If you 
say so, then look at the elections for members of 
congress. Members of congress have nothing to do 
with these state questions, and the truth is that elec- 
tions of members of congress in this state, and New 
York, have been carried by larger majorities than 
any other elections. (Cheers.) 


These elections have been governed mainly by 
qrestions of national policy. There were counties in 
N. York, which anti-rentism had nothing to do with. 
!'There are counties in New York in which anti rent 
influence was as much on one side as the other. But 
take the testeven in regardto them. I found itstat- 
ed, and I believe correctly, that Mr. Fish, the whig 
candidate for Lieutenant Governor—I believe him 
to be a most respectable and honorable man—and 
certainly not a supporter of those who call them- 
selves in favor of the anti-rent doctrine—lI found it 
stated that he obtained more votes for the office of 
Lieutenant Governor, than Mr, Wright received as 
the democratic candidate for Governer. That flat- 
itering unction therefore, gentlemen cannot lay to 
‘themselves. ‘There is therefore no getting over the 
‘result of the popular election—nor getting beyond it 
or gelling around it—or behind it—nor doisg any 
thing with it but acknowledging it the expression of 
public opinion against the measures of the present 
| administration, 
| 1 proceed to make some remarks upon the occur- 
rences of the session, connected with the previous 
course of the administration since Mr. Polk assumed 
the office of president. The question respecting the 
| territory of Oregon is a settled question; all are glad 
that itis so;lam not about to disturb it nor do | 
wish to revive discussion connected with it; but in 
two or three respects it is worth while to make some 
remarks upon it. 

By the treaty of Washington, of 1842, all ques- 
tions subsisting between the United States and Eng- 
land were settled and adjusted, with ,the exception 
of the Oregon controversy. (‘T’remendous cheers,) 
I must beg pardon, gentlemen, fer the allusion. | 
did not mean by any allusion of that sort to give oc- 
casion for any expression of public feeling in con- 
/hection with my own services. (Renewed applause.) 
| The Oregon question remained, and it 1s worthy of 
pee that its importance and the intensity with 
which it was pressed upon the people of the United 
| States, grew greater when every other subject of 
| dispute had ceased. 
| Ido not mention it as a matter of reproach at all 

—for | hold every man, especially every man in 
public life, to have an undoubted right to the ex- 
| pression of his own opinion, and to discharge his 
| duty according to the dictates of his own conscience; 














Now it happened in the course of Gen. Jackson’s | but | hope it may not be out of place to say that 
administration in very excited times, he negatived | upon his accession to the presidential office, it pleas- 
the Maysville road bill, the harbor bill and many | ed the president of the United States to entrust the 
other bills, but | think that the people of Western | duties of the state department, which directs our 
New York, of Pennsylvania, of Michigan, even of | foreign relations, pending this Oregon controversy, 
Indiana, of Illinois, and all the west and southwest, ; in the hands of a distinguished gentleman, who was 
think they see, in the exercise of the veto power one of tie few who opposed—and he did oppose with 


by the president in regard to the harbor bill, an op- great zeal and great ability—the whole settiemeut 
position to works of this kind, stronger, broader and of 742. 


alone, just as if there was; carried to a greater extent than Gan. Jackson ever, 


The Baltimore Convention assembled in May, 
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1844. One of its prominent proceedings was the 
resolution which was adopted respecting our title to 
Oregon. It passed a resolution in these words:~- 
(Mr. W. here read the famous Baltimore Convention 
resolution, which elicited roars of laughter.) Mr. 
Polk in his inaugural speech adopts the same idea in 
the very same words. It is repeated again in very 
much the same words by the secretary of state by 
the direction of the president in a letter to Mr. Pa- 
kenham, dated 30th August, 1845; and Mr. Polk in 
his first annual message having made some apology 
for entering into a negotiation with England on the 
basis of former offers of this government, says that 
havin@rejected these offers, he regarded our title to 
the whole of Oregon as clear and unquestionable.— 
So in ali the debates in the two houses—every where 
—in and out of congress—the universal echo was, 
that our title to the whole of Oregon was clear and 
unquestionable. (Roars of laughter.) The Baltimore 
resvlutions, in sentiments and in words ran through 
all documents, all speeches, and in all newspapers. 
If you knew what the Baltimore Convention had said, 
you knew what all those who were attached to the 
patty had said—would say, might have said or could, 
would, or should say, (Laughter.) | remember gen- 
tlemen that when I was at school, and upon the 
Greek form, I felt exceedingly obliged to Homer’s 
Messengers for the exact literal fidelity with which 
they delivered their messages. 

The seven or eight lines of good Homeric Greek, in 
which they had received the commands of Agamem- 
non or Achilles, were recited to whomsoever the mes- 
sage was to be carried, and as they repeated it ver- 
batim, it saved me the trouble of learning so much 
more Greek, (much laughter.) Anybody who at- 
tended the Baltimore Convention seemed to have no 
need to have studied anything else. (Loud laugh- 


et 





ourgovernment. From General Washington’s time, 
under ali successive administrations down to the 
present time, we have been in the habit of referring 
questions of boundary to arbitration. The eastern 
questions in Gen. Washington’s time were referred 
to arbitration. Each government appointed two 
commissioners; these four agreed upon a fifth, or if 
they could not agree he was selected by lot, and the 
government remained bound by it from that day to 
this. This reference of disputed boundaries to some 
form of arbitration has been the practice of Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, Madison, Jackson, and Van Bu- 
ren, and has always been sanctioned by the senate 
and people. Now comes President Polk and says, 
that no question of territory ought to be referred to 
any arbitration whatever, however constituted.— 
Well, bat does it lead to? How are disputes be- 
tween different governments to be settled? Yes— 
there’s the infirmity of human nature. Two go 

vernnents, like two men, do not see their respec- 
tive rights in the same light—is there no way to set- 
tle it but to draw the sword?—who does not see 
that this doctrine leads directly to maintain the rights 
of the strongest? (Cheers.) Why let us suppose a 
question of ‘boundary between Russia and Sweden. 
There’s a dispute—but Russia, says his magisierial 

emperor is of opinion that his right to land which 
he claims, is clear and unquestionable. Sweden 
doubts it and argues against it. But she has 
not the good fortune to convince the emperor 
of Russia, and says she will refer to England, 


| France, or any other nation under heaven; but his 


majesty is of opinion that any question of territory 
ought not to be submitted to any arbitration whiat- 





ever. Whatthen? What remains to the meiner 
power? Naught but hopeless war, or the worst, ab- 


| ject submission—and does'nt this doctrine go always 





ter.) Nevertheless, gentlemen, the clearness of the | to establish the power of the strongest— taking public 
title was a good deal questioned by a distinguished | questions between nations and nations from the con- 
gentleman trom Missouri, (Mr. Benton) and the end | trol of enlightened public opinion and judzment of 
was, | think, a just and satisfactory settlement of | the world? and subjecting them to the arbitration of 
the question by division of the territory; 49 carried | the longest sword? 

it against 54. (Loud cheers.) Now gentlemen, the| J do not think that this correspondence has raised 
rematkable characteristic of the settlement of this} the character of the United States in the judgment 
Oregon question by treaty is this: In the general | of the civilized world. (Cneers.) J] take oceasion 
operation of government treaties, they are negotiat-| to say that for myself [ do not hold at all to the 
ed by the senate and only agreed to on that account| principle upon which it is founded. 1 go back ra- 
by the president. (Laughter.) In August, 1345, all| ther, and beginning with a wise conciliatory course 
effort of the administration to settie the Oregon | beginning it with the wise and pacific and mode- 
question by negotiation had come to an end, aud 1) rate and dignified counsels of Wasliungton, follow 
am not aware that from that day to the absolute sig- | them down. (Great applause.) I come to the con- 
nature of the treaty, the administration, or its agents | ejusion that if disputes arise among nations which 
at home, or its agents abroad, did the least thing on | cannot otherwise be settled, the peace of the world— 
earth to advance the negotiation towards settlement | the honor of civilized nations—the dictates of human- 
in any shape—not one single step—and if it had) ity—the laws of religion—all require that they should 
stood where they left it, it would remain unse!tled | he referred to an impartial intelligent arbitration.— 
at this moment. But it was settled. The discussions | (Great applause.) 

in congress—the discus-ions on the other side of the The remaining topic, and it is one of vast interest, 
water—the general sease of the community was) connected with our foreign relations is the present 
loudly proclaimed against the iniquity uf two of the| war with Mexico. As that is an existing war—aid 
greaiest nations of modern times rushing into War,! as what we all say in or out of congress, will of 
and shedding christian blood in such controversy.—  eourse be heard or read, if thought worthy of being 





All entorced the conviction that it was a question to} reud, in Mexico, as well as in the United States, I} 


be settled. (Loud applause.) And that being set-) wisi for one to speak wilh caution and cure, a3 well 
. > » la in . ya > . . 
tled, there is only one other topic connected with! ag with eandor in every thing respecting it. Never- 


this subject upou which I will detain you with any | theless there are some things connecied with the | 


remarks. i would not do this if I did not think the ‘history of this case, which 


[ sincerely maintain and 
honor of the country somewhat concerned, and if | whieh | must avow. 


Now gentlemen, allow me to 


ee, 
tenes . 


[against the annexation of Texas, had no great rela. 
tions to any claim of Mexico. They were lst. That 
the annexation of Texas was nota fair exercise of 
constitutional power. 1 thought so—others thought 
so—a majority in the councils of the country Over. 
ruled the objection. 2d. That we had already ter. 
ritory enough, and some degree of danger in extend. 
ing our territory further than it was already extend. 
ed; but in the 3d place—and it was insurmountable 
in my judgment—that the annexation of Texas was 
to bring under the control of our government anq 
make part of this Union, a country which was then 
free from slavery, but which when annexed would 
become subject to slave population. (Cheers.) Thay 
objection was insurmountable in my mind and wou}q 
be so at all times, under all circumstances, and in aq} 
like cases. (Applause.) 

In the 4th place, it was evident and s» was urged 
and urged in congress again and again, that the an. 
nexation of Texas might lead toa war with Mexico, 
These are the four grounds upon which the annexa. 
ation of ‘Texas was opposed by those who did Op. 
pose it. Now, gentlemen, there isn’t a man in the 
country who thinks less respectiully, than I do of the 
evils of the Mexican government. 

Unhappy, unfortunate, miserable Mexico has no. 
thing, and has had nothing that deserved to be called 
a government. When she broke off the yoke of 
Spain and proclaimed herself disposed to follow the 
example of the U. States, and uttered the nane of 
Washington with respect—professed to cherished 
free principles, a representative government—tria| 
by jury, security of personal property—why we aj] 
hailed her and wished her well; but unfortunately 
the result has been that she has had no true repre. 
sentative government—has had no government under 
the influence of representative princip‘es. All her 
presidents from time to time have been men created 
throngh the pronunciamentos of the military—a for. 
tunate general of to-day supercedes him who was 
fortunate yesterday, and is unfortunate lo-day. One 
military man seizes the government, and oblaing 
what he can from the people, and uses tt In main- 
taining an army—another man to-morrow, makes 
another seizure of public property, and supercedes 
him. Meantime the people are the victims. It has 
been one of the most irregular and bad governments 
in my judgment that has ever existed upon the face 
ofthe earth. But the annexation was completed.— 
The western boundary was a matter about which 
disputes must arise. There was between US and Mex- 
ico, as there had been between Texas a®d Mexico, 
no ascertained westeru boundary. 

This was the state of things after the annexalion 
of Texas, and when the president began military 
movements in that direction. Now, gentlemen, that 
I may misrepresent nobody, and say nothing which 
has not been clearly proved by official evidence, | 
will proceed to state to you three propositions, which, 
in my opinion, are fairly maintainable by the corres- 
pondence of the government in its various branches 
and departments, as officially communicated ty Con 
Zress. 

Three propositions may, I think, be maintained on 








Ane Bato gee =e on 


a 


did not desire toexpress my own dissatisfaction wilh 
the course of the administration. What I refer to 
is the repeated refusal on tie part of the adininis. 
tration to submit this question to bonorable fair ar- 
bitration. After the United States government had 
withdrawn all its offers, and the case stood open, the 
British minister at Washington offered to refer the 
maiter to any referees, to be agreed upon by the 
parties, to make a division of the territory. The 
American minister said that he did not admit that 
division ought to be made—that the ttle of the 
United States was clear and unquestionable tu the 
whole. Very well, said the British minister, that is 


a matter on which England thinks she bas some | 


right there, as clearly as you think that you have all 
the right. How is it to be settled? The English 


= back and bring up inshort the history of the 
| whole case. ‘Texas achieved her independence of 
| Mexico unex pectedly, by bravery and good fortune, 
'displayed and obtained in a single battle. Texas 
| threw off the dominion of Mexico, and for many 
| years maintamed a government of her own, That 
| government was acknowledged by the government 
‘of this country, and governments of Europe.— 
| Mexico, nevertheless, did not acknowledge the 1n- 
, dependence of ‘Texas. At thesame time she made 
| no effort to recognise or to re-annex the territory to 
cherself. In this condstion things remained for many 
| years, 

Here | am reminded of a very strange state of di- 
plomatic things which existed in Washington not 
| long ago, growing outof these successive revolutions 


cnet Ieee eee i 2 


minister proposed to refer the whole question, Utle! wiich have taken place im the world during the last 
and allto any sovereign power—or if not that, to) (hirty or forty years. There was at Washington a 
any impartial umpire—to men of character and | representative of Texas, but Texas was notacknow- 


~~ 





honor, whom the wealth of the worid could not 
bribe—whom no influence of England or America 
could sway fiom honor and principle; and having 
given other reasons, such as they were, the secre. 
tary of state informs him that the president, might 
rest, or does rest, upon the single reason, that in 


the judgment of the president, a question con-| 


cerning territory of the United States ought not 
to be referred to any arbitration whalever. (Laugh- 
ter.) 

liow is this? What sort of doctrine is this? Why 
I take it that every question of boundary is a ques- 
tion of territory, aad I take thal from tue origin of 


|ledged by Mexico. 


There was a representative of 
Mexico, but Mexico was not recognized by Old 
Spain. Old Spain was not recognized by Russia, and 
there was a minister of Russia—ail recognized by 





| ihe government of the United Siates 
) 


Now | am not about to go into a history of the 
annexation of ‘Texas. I do not wish to dwell upon 
|it. | have to say, however, that according to my 
view of the case, the objections which were urged 
aud properly urged against the annexation of Texas 
| 1 do not wish to dwell upon tt. 
ever, that according to my vicw of the case, the ob- 
jections which were urged and properly urged 


| have to say, how- | 


the evidence hefore the country in official documents: 

Ist. That the president directed the occupation of 
a territory by force of arms, to which the U. Slates 
had no ascertained title; a territory which, if claim- 
by by the United States, was also claimed by Mex- 
‘ico, and was atthe time in her actual occupation 
and possession, 

The Texan convention was to assemble July 4, 
1845, to pass the annexation. Before this date, 1 
wit, on the 28:h of May, General Taylor was order 
ed to move toward Texas; and on the 15th of June, 
he was instructed by a letter from Mr. Bancroft to 
enter Texas, and concentrate his forces on ils ‘west 
ern boundary,” and to select and occupy a position 
‘“‘on or near the Rio Grande; ‘to protect what, um the 
event of annexation will be our western border.” 


That the United States had no ascertained title to 
the territory, appeirs from Mr. Marcy’s letter to 
Gen. Taylor, of July 29th, 1845. Gen. Taylor 1s 
there informed that what he is to “occupy, defend, 
and protect,” is “the territory of Texas, to the 
lent that it has been occupied by the people of Texas. 
appears in the despatch last quoted, that this tert 
ry had been occupied by Mexico. 

Mr. Marcy goes on to say—*The Rio Grande ‘ 
‘claimed to be the boundary between the two oon 
‘tries, and up fo this boundary, you are to yan 
your protection, only excepting any posts on the easter 
side thereof, which are in the actual occupancy” 
Mexican forces, or Mexican settlements over age 
the republic of Texas did not exercise oe mae 
|at the period of annexation, or shortly before Wi 
event.” 

This makes it perfectly clear that the 
i|had no ascertained titie (and no apparen 
this territory; for it admits that Texas only meu 
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ada Mexico having an adverse claim, and 
paving also actual possession. ; 

gj. That as early as July, 1845, the president 
,oew, a8 well as others acquainted with the subject, 
that this territory wasin the actual possession of 
Mexico; that it contained Mexican settlements, over 
which Texas had not exercised jurisdiction, up to 
the ime of annexation, 

On the Sth of July. the secretary of war wrote to 
Gen. Taylor that “This department ts informed that 
Mexico has some military establishments on the east 
side of the Rio Grande, which are and for some 
tine have been in the actual occupancy of her 


ie ibe 30th of July, the secretary wrote as alrea- 
day mentioned, directing General Vaylor to except 
from his protection ‘fany ports on the eastern side 
thereof,” (of the Rio Grande) which are in the ac- 
{ual occupancy of Mexicar. forces, or Mexican set. 
tlements over which the republic of ‘Texas did not 
exercise jurisdiction at the period of annexation, or 
shortly before that event. 

it manifestly appears to have been the intention 
of the president, from the 23th of May, down to the 
consummation of his purpose, to take possession of 
this territory by force of arms, however unwiiling 
Mexico might be to yield it, or whatever might turn 
oul, on examination, to be her right to claim it. 

He intended to extinguish the Mexican force; 
otherwise his acts and instructions are inexpiicable. 

The government set up and affirmed from the ficst, 
thatthe Rio Grande was the western boundary of 
Texas, as appears from the letters to Gen. Taylor, 
of the 28th of May, and 15th of J ine, 1345. 

On the 151 June Generai Taylor was instructed 
to take such a position ‘ton or near the Rio Grande” 
as “ill be best to repel invasion, and to protect 
what, in the event of annexation, will be our west- 
ern boundary.”’ In accordance with, there are, also, 
the instructions of July 3Uth, to which I have alrea- 
dy referred. 

"On the 6th of August, the secretary wrote to Gen. 
Taylor “although a state of war with Mexico, or an 
invasion of Texas by her forces may not take place, 
itis never! eless deemed proper and necessary that 
your force should be fully equal to meet with cer- 
tanty of svecess, any crisis which may arise In 
Texas, and whieh would require you by force of arms 
lo carry out the instructions of the government.” He ts 
then in the samme jetter aulhoriZed to procure volun- 
teers for Texas, &c. 

On the 23! of August, the secretary instructed 
Gen. Tay!or thus: ‘should Mexico assemble ajlarge 
body of troops on the Rio Grande, and cross it with 
a considerable force, such a movement must be re- 
garded as an invasion of the United States, and the 
commencement of hostilities. He ts then instruct- 
ed how to assemble a large force, &c.. &c. 

On the 30ih of August. he was instructed in case 
any Mexican furce crossed the Rio Grande ‘to drive 
all Mexican troops beyond it,’ that any attempt by 
tie Mexicans to cross the river with a considerable 
force, Would be regarded as an invasion; and that on 
such an event, namely, “tin case of war either de- 
clared or made manifest by hostile acts” he was not 
lo confine his action within tie territory of Texas 

Ov the 16th of October, the secretary wrote that 
“The informetion which we have here renders it proba- 
ble that no serious attempts will at present be made by 
Mizico $0 invade Texas.” But is still instructed t. 


hola Ue country between the Nueces and the Rio 
rande, 


“Previous instructions will have put you in pos. 
fession of the views of the government of the Unit- 
ed States, not only as to the extent of ils territorial 
Claims, but of its determination to assert them. 

fis Instructed to put his troops into winter quar- 
MIS acCr inliy, as nese the Rio Grande as circum- 
Mantes wis per viat. Up to this time and to the I1th 
o March, i846 Gen. Taylor was at Corpus Christi. 
he Open aid decided step was taken on the 13th of 
‘Huary; Ou that day the secretary of war directed 
‘0. Naylor to march to the Rio Grande, and so 
Ong, he is instructed in case Mexico should declare 
ar, Or assume any open act of hostility, not to act 
Merely on the defensive. 
hroughout the corresponcence, it is plain that 
* Intention was to extinguish the Mexican title to 
cots eo by armed occupation; and the instruc. 
monde explicit, to treat every assertion of title or 
iit hent on the part of Mexico, as an act of hos- 

2) 8nd to proceed accordingly and resist it. 
hy ld Gen. ‘Taylor understood the instruc- 
be 94 Fae ee aioe may be observed thal on 
(ream M Re yi 30 miles from Matamoros, at a 
Party of “ ed the Arroyo Culorado, he was met by a 
Bt him *. eXicans,whose commanding officer inform- 

deatan it he crossed the stream it would be deem- 
f Gen Sha ttan of war, and put into his hand a copy 
* “ejia’s proclamation to that effect. 






















ired, between Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Stell. 





‘authorily from congress whatever. 





See een 





General Taylor put his forces in order of battle, 
crossed the stream and pushed on, the Mexicans cre- 
treating. 

He arrived on the Rio Grande, oppusite Matamo- 
ros,.on the 29th of March. 

I draw your attention now, in conclusion, to an 
extract from Mr. Buchanan’s letter of the 20th Jan- 


nary, 1845, to Mr. Slidell. Mr. W. read the ex- 
tract. 
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power of the most dangerous character—an exercise 
of power of the executive leading directly to ‘var, 
as every man must have seen, and as the event has 
proved; and yet a power exercised in the city of 
Washington, with both houses of congress sitting at 
the other end of the capitol, and no communication 
to them on the subject? (Loud cheers.) Hostilities 
were the consequence. Then came the act of May. 

I shall not remark at any length upon the act.— 











Now, if by ordering troops of the United States 
to the left bank of the Rio Grande, he has tax- 
possession of al! that he claimed, or any body clan 


western limit, what else was there, that he proposed 
to do with “vigor and promptitude when congress 
had given him the authorits?? Did he mean a gene- 


There is a preamble in it of such levity. All that J 


_ have to say is, that the preamble attempts to create 
,a fact. 
ed as being part of Texas, and gone to ils extreme | 

| 


(Laughter.) History does not alter the 
nature of things. It does not make that truth which 
was not true. John Marshall, in one of his judg. 
ments, says: “A legislature may alter the law, but 
it cannot alter the fact”—(iaughter)—and I recol- 


ral war against Mexico? Did he mean to place him- | lect one of his illustrations. 


self upon the extreme verge of what he said was | 
outright, and there he prepared to prosecute a gene | 


ral war of invasion and a quisition? 

If that was his purpose at that time, he had better 
have adhered to it, and waited till congress had giv- 
en the authority. Why take this step without the 
authority of congress? This letter was written on 
the 20th January. The instruction to cross the Rio 
Grande was given on the 13ih—congress in session 
all the time; and if it was an actof war or leading 
to war—for whatever purposes—ai Congress was 
then in session, the question always arises, why 
should the executive government of its own discre- 
tion, and by its own authority, take a step so directly 
leading to war without consulling congress; a step 
not necessary for the defence of the country, an 


You sity, says he, that this must be taken, as true, 
in fact, because congress says 80. Sappose that con- 
gress enect that Hume never wrote the history of 
England. (Laughter.) Now it will naturally be said 
that congress by the act of 10th of May has sane- 
tioned al! this procedure—has justified the president 
—has made the act all its own. [ said I shali not go 
at length into this matter. Forone [ du not suppose 
congress can do more than enable the president to 
defend the country to the full extent, to wit: to the 
extent of what he claimed tobe the couniry. If 
those who concurred in that act, meant thereby to 
encourage the president to invade Mexico, and to 
carry on with the whole force committed to his 
charge, a war of acq tisition to establish provinces— 





| to assist governors—to call elections—to annex new 


when congress was in session in the city of Wash- | worlds to the United States—if that was their inten- 


ington? (Great applause.) 


That is a great question to be asked hereafter, and | lieve it was their intention. 


how it is to be answered, we shall some time learn. 

(Cheers. ) 

lath, 1846. 
[ Vir. W. read the extract from Mr. B.'s letter ] 


matter of history, that before and atthe tine that 
these troops were ordered to march and take posses. 
sion of the left bank of the Rio Grande, there was 
no apprehension of any invasion of Texas by Mexi- 


co, ner any apprehension of any hostilities to be | 


commuitied by Mexico at all. 

This is perfectly evident from the letters of Gen 
Taylor to the department of war, through the pre- 
ceding summer, and down to the time at which these 
in-tructions were given. [Mr W. read an extract 


from Gen. Taylor's letter of 15h August, 1845.)— | 
There was Gen. Taylor’s letter to the department | 


following on the 11th of October, and it was the last | 
letter that the department had received or could re- | 
cvive before the issuing of the instructions of the 
13th of January. Now ali this 1s confirmed by a 
subsequent letter of Gen. ‘Taylor’s, of the 16th of) 
February. Now I think that these communications | 
from Gen. Taylor establish the prooositions connect- 
ed with the correspondence to which I have refer 
One, | 
that there was no danger of any invasion or any hos- 
liltties whatever from Mexico. 

Suppose that it was the object of our government 
to take pussession by force of the disputed territory 
and then to treat with Mexico—if she was to treat; 
but we were determined to take pussession of what 
Mexico claimed as her own; then, in other words, 
the president was doing that in my judgement with- 
out authority of congress, which he could bave done 
by the authority of congress. He was making a mi- 
liiary movement upon a country claimed by a power 
with which we were alt peace, was actually tn pos- 
session of that country, and doing all without any 
(Appiause.)— 
Now it appears to methatit isa very material matter. 
L shali use no inflammatory language about it. 

But it looks to me like a precedent highly dange- 
rous to the constitution of the United States, a pre- 


cedent pregnant with evil consequences in respect to | 


the augmentation of the execulise power, or the ex- 
hibition of that power. ‘ihe war power is with con 
gress. 


Nobody but congress can declare war, and that 
provision of the constitution is very much nullified 
if the president of his own authority can make such 
military demonstration. We may make such inva- 
sion ol disputed territory claimed and governed by 
another power, #8 must necessarily lead to war. if 
the war power isin congress or be vested in con- 
gress, why then every thing that tends directly to 
bring war, Should be referred to the discretion of 
congress, should it not? (Cheers.) Now there is 
something much heavier m this. Didwt you eall it 
a gross wistake to push the army along here in the 
idle hope of forcing Mexico into a reception of our 
minister? ldje it was as the event proved, but it was 
something worse than a gross mistake; it was more 


and sustained. 


>| 


‘tion they have never said it, and I for one do not be- 
(Loud cheers) But J 
\Tepeat, gentlemen, [ repeat, that Mexico is highly 


Mr. Slidell answers Mr. Buchanan, Feb. | unjustifiable in having refused to receive a minister 
| from the United States. 
\drawn forth by no sympathy with Mexico. 


Now, allow me to say, he continued, for it 1s a| no desire, God knows, to show my country in the 


My remarks oa this were 
I have 


/wrong. But these remarks are drawn furth by a de- 
Sire to maintain the powers of government as they 
/are established by the constitution between the dif- 
ferent departments of government, and a hope that 
| whether we have conquests or no conquests—war or 
| no war—peace or no peace—we will yet preserve, 
| in its integrity and strength, the constitution of the 
| United States. (Tremendous applause.) 

| Gentlemen, nevertheless, war is upon us—armies 
‘are in the field, navies are upon the sea. We 
believe that the government ought immediately, 
in an honorable and satisfactory manner, to bring that 
war toa conclusion, if possible. We believe that 
every reasonable effurt should be made to put an end 
to this war. But while the war lasts—while soldiers 
are on the land, and seamen on the sea, uphulding 


ithe flag of the country, you feel,and J feel, and 


every American feels, that they mast be succored 
(Thunders of applause.) Tuey bear 
the comission of this goveanmeut. 
der its order and control. 
| to supesior command, They are engsged ona fo- 
| reign service, They have done honor to the coun- 
| try to which they belong. 


lhey are un- 
Their duty is obedience 


J am behind no man in ascribing praise and honor 
\to Gen. Laylor and all his forces; (great applause) 
jand Lam behind ne man, and perhaps forward of 
| must men, tn the respect and admiration which | feel 
for the good conduct ol the volunteers who have ens 
|tered the field. (Great applause.) We kuow no 
| period in our history—there is nothing in our annals 
|—which shows superior galiantry on the part of 
raw recruits, taken suddenly from the pursuits of 
civil life and pul intotne military service. Where 
}can we look for such steadiness—covulness—bravery, 
| aud modesty, as in those volunteers (Great ap- 
|plause.) The most distinguished incident in the his- 
| tory of our country—of the good covduct of the mi- 
| litia—of new raised levies from amongst the people, 
}is perhaps thatof the battle of Bunker Hitl. The 
|gentleman who sits by me, though not of years to 
bear arms, was of years to look on and sce others 
there. (Greatapplause.) {[ might go further, and 
say that at Bunker Hillthe newly raised jevies and 
recruits sheltered themselves behind sume tem pora- 
ry defences, but at Monterey the volunteers assatied 
a fortified city. (Cheers.) At uny rate, gentiemen, 
whatever we may think of the origin of the occa- 
sion which called them there, it is gratifying to see 
what we can do through the agency of military 
power whenever the exigencies of our country may 
require. We do show, without the expense or the 
danger of large standing armies, there is military 
spirit enough, intelligence enough, perseveraace and 
pallence and submission to discipline enough, amongst 
the young men of the country, to uphold our stars 
and s!ripes whenever the government may order them 
to be unfurled. (Great applause.) 








than a reprehensible blunder; it was an exercise of 


(TO BE CONCLUDED. ) 


ANETTA ION TS IE 
AE AE 


| t 
' 
' 
' 





















ne 





San J 
TUES Re aia ea eee ee 
ae  Rerate e ee sae 
a anane > “ 


orm te xe 
ae 





eee 








Se) ee en 


ae Le ya 
EET Sid ty sg aE ie LBB x et 
sidanatieoi ee 


iy toga mr 
cores Dect mmcasabieg 





I on aay, 


— - 
PO Pete ey 
. " cmuiatitiien die ee 
“ + 


eae Poi 





° . z 
| PER Sere SE erent NEA eto oor am miami Se 
Sp Ps hep eh AB hE pe cn fa | 


pea 


0 eet 














CHRONICLE. 





BUSINESS CIRCLES. 


The intelligence from Europe by the Calidonia, has 
had a depressing influence upon flour, grain, provisions, 
and cotton. Prices have declined,and demand less ac- 
tive. 

Money market. The fact that bullion continued to 
be exported from England effected marke!s there. The 
Bank of England now demand three per cent. interest, 
and rates elsewhere for money are higher than for some 
time past. ‘I"hey qualify by stating that at this period of the 
year annually the quantity of bullion decreases. 

Trade in the manufacturing districts continues in a 
very depressed state. Large orders from America were 
anxiously expected. Nearly all the factories have adopted 
the _— time system, and work only four days in the 
week. 


Frovur. Flour during the first week of November in 
the Liverpoo! market went off very sparingly at previous 
prices. On the 6th there was rather more demand, and 
some sales were effected. O11 the 10th a full attendance, 
and holders had to submit toa decline; 30s. 6d. per lb. 
for flour in bond was the highest offer. On the 16th the 
Caledonia reached Liverpool with intelligence from 
America. On the 17th holders refused to submit to 
further reduction; no considerable sales were effected. 


a 
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received in profound silence, and immediately after- 
wards started with all his cavalry on a secret expedition, 
some think to cut off one of the divisions of our army— 
which he will not be likely to find. ‘The most probable 
conjecture is, that he is gone to Mexico to contre! the 
action of the new congress. 

The two regiments which evacuated Tampico revult- 
ed when they got to San Louis Potosi, and were disband- 
ed. They were opposed to Santa Anna. Great dis- 
sentions prevailed at San Louts Potosi—army about 16,- 
000, and in a state of starvation; four different factions 
among them, as follows: Santa Anna, Arista, Herrera, 
and Paredes. The recent election in Mexico was much 
in favor of ex-President Herrera, who it was generally 
believed at Tampico would be the president. 





Tue sTEAMER Neprune weecked. The Neptune lett 
Tampico for Matamoros on the 24th ult., experienced a 
tremendous hurricane on the 25th, which ultimately 
(compelled her to stand for ‘I'ampico bar, where she 
| struck, bilged, and went to pieces. The U.S. steamer 
| Spittire rescued those on board. 


' 
| 
' 





‘ARMY OF THE CENTRE.” 


Monctova T'aken.—Gen’l. Woot, proceeding with 
about 2600 men, when within 100 miles of Mo nclova, 
| was met on the 26th October by a formal protest from 
General Lopez, governor of the department, against his 


Considerable shipments of flour and grain were going | further invasion of the Mexican territory, informing him 


from England to the continent. The Moniteur an- 
nounces that on the 7th, 8th, and 9th ult. 85 vessels, 
laden with 277,500 hectolitres of grain, had arrived at 


Marseilles, which, with 548,000 hectolitres, formed a. 


total amount of 825,500 hectolitres. _ 
of that corn was supplied by the Russian harbors of the 
Black sea. 


InpiaAN corn, commanded 50s. at Liverpool during the 
first ten days of November, for the Irish market, but be- 


tween that and the 17th, it declined to 45a463. per quar: | 


ter, cost, freight, and insurance included. 


Provision MARKET.—Liverpool, Nov. 18. American 
provisions dull. Pork has rather declined, Irish pigs 
coming in competition, though rather poorly fed. Mess 
per |b. of 200 cwt. 56a62s.; prime 50a52s. Good bacon 
would bring a fair price, 35a40s. Beef has declined.— 
Cheese has declined 33. per hundred, and is now quot- 
ed 44a50s, for fine, 38a423. for second. Lard in bbls. 
42a44s.; in kegs 43a45s. 


Woo..—Liverpool, Nov. 18. Market heavy, none 
but the coarser kind of foreign tor blankets, &¢.in de- 
mand. American wool coming tn freely, but objected 
to as being in bad condition, and held at prices above 
its value, does not meet with ready sale. 


Corron. Notwithstanding the certainty of a short crop 
in the U. States, the Liverpool! cotton market remained 
quiet; little if any disposition to invest in it for specula- 
tion; and prices were a shade lower. The manufac- 
turers insist that any advance in price would compell 
them to diminish the working hours of their hands. Oa 
the 16th, 17th, and 18th, the demand was somewhat 
brisker, but not sufficiently so to affect prices. Sales 
amounted to 8,000 bales on the 16th, 5,000 on the 17th, 
and 5,000 on the 18th, at from 5 to 7d. Upon the whole, 
the intelligence occasioned a decline in the price of cot- 
ton at New York. 


Tue Weatser, has become so much milder that the 
New York canals have again become navigabie. From 
the 26th ult. to the 6th inst. 203 canal boats reached Al- 
bany, nearly all of them loaded with grain and flour, 53 
of them proceeded on to New York. 





Tampico. The U.S. brig Porpoise, Capt. Hunt, left 
the squadron at Tampico, al! well, on the 22d Novem- 
ber, and arrived at Pensacola on the Ist inst. 

Panuca, was taken possession of by Capt. Tatnall, in 
the steamer Spitfire, in which he ascended the river.— 
Not a Mexican in armsto be seen. No opposition wa 
made. The fort was taken possession of. It mounted 
16 guns, which, as they could not be transported to 
Tampico, were spiked, and their carriages broken. 

U.S. troops were arriving at Tampico daily. Busi- 
ness was brisk, and the Mexicans appeared pleased 
with the change of government. 

The U. S. sloop of war St. Marys, left Tampico on 
the 28th November; landed Adju. Austin, 3d artillery, 
at the Rio Grande, on the 30th, and reached the mouth 
of the Mississippi on the Ist inst. 


The steamer Neptune arrived at Tampico on Sunday, | 


22.1 November, from Brazos St. Jago, with 450 regular 
troops, under the command of Col. Gates, and the stea- 
mer Sea, with 200 more troops, on the 23d, when the 
town was formally banded over to the army. Fort An- 
donega was immediately garrisoned, under the name of 
Fort Conner. and armed with two long eight pounders. 
A battery of two 42-pounder carronades, called Fort 
Ann, in honor of Mrs, Chase, lady of the late Ameri- 
can consul at Tampico, commands the Altamira road. 
Besides these, some field pieces are mounted on the 
house tops. ‘I'he town of Tampico is already in a good 
state of defence. ' 
Saltillohad been abandoned, and there is no doubt 


that it is now in the possession of the advance guard of 


the army under Gen. Worth. 

‘The state of Mexico is represented to be even worse 
than ever. Santa Anna lately made an address to his 
troops, apparently to extract from them an invitation to 
instal! himself at the head of the government. He was 
disappointed, however, at finding that hie oration was 


The greater part | 


, of the armistice that was entered into between Generals 
Taylor and Ampudia at Monterey, and alleging that he 
should consider any further advance of our forces as an 
‘infraction of the same. 
| General Wool sent word to General Lopez, in reply, 
‘that he was aware of the existence of the armisiice allud- 
‘ed to; that his government, whose orders he was obey- 
|Ing, construed its terms differently from the interpreta- 
tion which General Lopez had given it; that he was de- 
termined to continue his march, and would do so with 
_the least possible delay. He did so, and onthe 30th halt- 
'ed four miles north of Muonclova. To this place Gene- 
ral Lopez came quickly out, attended by an escort. He 
| politely weleomed Ger. Wool to Coahuila, and offered 
/hima peaceable snrrender of the city of Monclova, ex- 
| plaining, at the same time, that the protest which he had 
| previously forwarded to him was drawn up and dispatch- 
ed in the discharge of what he believed to be his duty to 
his own government; but that, so far as he and the civil 
_ authorities of the city were concerned-—and there was no 
‘military force in the place—they would receive the Ge- 
neral and his command as friends, and in return they 
looked for the treatment of friends from them. General 
Wool then encamped his inen where they were—a most 
favorable location—and with his staffand a detachment 
| proceeded on, took possession of the city, and raised the 
American flag over the citadel. Excellent and comforta- 
_ble quarters were selected for himself and staff. 

On the second of November Captain Davis left with 
‘despatches for Washington, taking Monterey in_ his 
route, having information to communicate to Gen. Tay- 
'lor also. The health of Gen. Wool’s command he repre- 
| sents as remarkably good, their march a most agreeable 
one, and through one of the finest grain, corn, cotton, 
Sugar, and pasturage countries that he ever saw, or can 

weil be conceived. 

Although reports were rife that the country was infest- 

ed with Mexican banditti and treacherous Indians, Capt. 
Davis left the camp with only two Mexican guides, and 
arrived safely in Monterey on the 8th ultimo. There he 
found things pretty much in repose, Gen. ‘Taylor await- 
ing despatehes from Washington. ‘The camp was still 
sickly, and among those who were not convalescing as 
fast as desirable is Gen. Butler. His wound is still pain- 
ful toa degree. : 
| Later —Mr. A. L. Daunoy, furnished the following— 
_ which we find in the Picayune of the 4th inst. 
| Ou the 6th November arrived at Monclova, found 
General Wvol and army encamped, his army in fine 
condition; remained at Monclova anti! the 14th, then 
started with an escort with despatches for Gen. Taylor; 
found the road for 100 miles a perfect desert, destitute ot 
| water and arrived at Monterey on the 19th; ascertained 
ithat Gen. Taylor had left for Saltillo, 70 miles. Lieuts. 
| Franklin and Deschields, with the dispatches. left for 
| Salttilo with the same escort, on the 19th. ‘Ihe distance 
from Monclova tv Monterey is 130 miles, thence to Saltillo 
70 miles, whilst from Monclova to Saltillo it is but 180 
miles, water p'enty and corn ia abundance, and no doubt 
_General Wool will advance direct from Monclova to 
| Saltillo. 
Mr. Daunoy thinks that General Wool and Army are 
now at Saltillo. He (Mr. D.) left Monterey on the 19h 
‘ult. Eleven miles from Monterey met a train of sixty 
| wagons. On the 2Ist, met another train of fifty wagons, 
escorted by four companies, having two long 18 pound- 
‘ers. Dr. Hawkins along with the train. 


| Mount Savace Iron Worxs.—The account inserted 
| in our Jast on the authority of the Cumberland Civilian, 
| of the failure of this company, we sincerely rejoice to 
‘find contradicted. ‘The company is operating as usual 
| and in good credii. 


Ruope Istanp.—A loco state convention bas no- 


| minated as follows: 
| For governor Olney Ballou, Cumberland. 


| * Lt. gov. John D. Austin, South Kingston. 
** Sec. state William H. Smith, Providence. 

| * Treasurer DMathan Hammett, Newport. 

|  dttorney gen. George Turner, do. 





| and violence.” 





New Yorx.—Vote for canal commissioners—Op.:.. 

Whig. Loco, OBfcia. 
Thos. Clowes 197,857 John T. Hudson 90; O11 
Charles Cook 187,715 Cornelius L. Allen 190,596 

Messrs. Clowes and Hudson were adopted by th 

anti-rent state convention, and so elected. The vous 
for Cook and Allen exhibits the whig and loco mtg 
respectively, apart from that cast by the anti-rente,, 


ribune, 





IRELAND —T'he Famine.-—Accounts are of a more 

favorable character. Employment has become gen. 
eral; and the price of food is very decidedly Jowe, 
The cargo of one of four vessels, laden with Indian 
corn, was bought by the Cork Relief Committee, 4, 
141. 17s. 6d. atom. The price, during the Previous 
week, had been upwards of 161. 
_ A meeting was held at Longford, on the 7th ult. 
in the county court house, for the purpose of urging 
the government “‘to establish food depots throughout 
the country, with the view of pulling down the pre- 
sent famine price of provisions.” 

“The destitute poor in the neighborhood of 0}, 
Connaught, the residence of the right honorable Jor; 
Plunket,” says the Freeman’s Journal, “‘are liberally 
supplied with bread, meat and soup, three times q 
week, at his lordship’s expense; and it is the intep. 
tion of the ladies Plunket to purchase wheat, and have 
it ground, for distribution to the distressed.” 

The Galway Vindicator, of the 7th ult., says that 
although upwards of three thousand persons were 
employed upon government works, the county sur. 
veyor, Mr. Clements, had been mobbed, and com- 
pelled to seek the protection of the police. 

Letters from Dublin announce that the violent 
combination in Tulla, county Clare, and at Newcas- 
tle, county Limerick, against the superintendents of 
the public works, had ceased. The offending parties 
have expressed their contrition, and the works have 
been resumed. 

The flax-spinning mills of Belfast have begun to 
work ‘‘short-time,” on account of the depression in 
trade. ‘This affects 10,850 working people, and will 
subtract £1620 from their collective earnings. 

As a party of Whiteboys, about twelve in number, 
were out armed, near Rathkeale, demanding arms at 
various houses, four policemen appeared in sight—the 
depredators fled—the constables pursued—the While- 
boys fired, and a running fight began. Two of the 
fugitives were wounded; one of these, and another 
man, were eventually captured in a haggard; the rest 
making off. One has attempted to destroy himself 
in Rathkeale Bridewell, by cutting his throat witha 
piece of window-glass. 

A countryman, having sold a cow at the fair of 
Ballaghadderreen, was murdered on returning to his 
own house, near Clogheen, at night—-a number of 
miscreants having followed him home, and killed him, 
by nearly culling bis head off with a hatchet, for the 
sake of the money he had received. 

An inquest has been held at Skibbereen, on the bo- 
dy of a man who was alleged to have died of starva 
tion—although at the time there was a fortnighl’s 
wages owing to him from the government. He and 
his family, five in number, had half a weight (about 
11} pounds,) of small potatoes, from Sunday mor: 
ing to Wednesday evening. On that evening, Mis 
wife procured 1!d. or 2d. worth of meal, and a peig! 
bor gave hera head of cabbage. He went to work 
on the starving meal, on Thursday morning. On the 
day of his death—Saturday, the 24th October—the 
steward gave him a piece of bread; and, in the acto 
putting it to his mouth, he sank and died! The (wo 
physicians swore that such an instance of starvallo® 
they never before met with. He was so attenua ted, 
from want of food, that all the fatty substance of the 
system was totally absorbed and gone. 

A letter from Clonmel, of the 11th ult., thus de- 
scribes the state of affairs in that part of happy +! 
perary:— | fat 

“In this vicinity,” says the writer, “the small! 
mers have universally left their holdings, and « 
employed as stewards over the road gangs !0 a 
parts of the county; the consequence is, 00 eT” 
being prepared for the reception of wheat, and | the 
present favorable season be allowed to pass by w si 
out sowing that crop, what will be our prospects of 
time next year? Meantime it is said that the 4a 
firearms of all descriptions has increased to an 
ing extent—not only the gunmakers, but the - 
ware shops in this town, are driving a brisk tra He 
the commonest descriptions of guns and pist adi 
Farmers’ boys, who are now working on (he ich 
at “2d less than the average wages of the ed 
(vide Treasury minute) are weekly buying ot 
£1 5s each, and pistols at 10s. Ihave know®, © 
in the Last few days, a laboring man to make fi i 
chase of four guns; in fact the entire popula bbet! 
now armed, and we may expect a winter of 1 
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